Peace Evangelical Lutheran Church

325 E. Warwick Dr. ~ Alma, Michigan ~ 48801
463-5754 ~ www.peaceal ma.org
Email: contact@peacealma.org
Rev. Thomas C. Messer, Pastor
(989) 388-2037
Email: pastor@peaceal ma.org

Welcome

Welcome to the Lord’s House this morning for Divine Service. Rejoice, for
the Lord comes to you here in this place to give you His gifts of forgiveness,
life, and salvation through His precious means of grace — His Holy Word and
Sacraments. We pray the Lord’s richest blessings upon you as you receive
these Divine gifts. Please take the time to fill out the Record of Fellowship
form that isin the pew. If you are visiting with us this morning, we want you
to know that we are overjoyed that you are here. Please make your visit
known to us by introducing yourself to us after the Service and by signing the
guest book that is in the hallway on the left as you |leave the sanctuary. The
Lord be with usin Divine Service this morning!

Holy Communion Practice
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession
and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not
only bread and wine, but His very Body and Blood to eat and to drink for
the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with
one another. In preparation for receiving this blessed Sacrament, you
may refer to Martin Luther’s “Christian Questions with Their Answers”
found on pages 329-330in LSB.
Communicants at this altar are to be in full confessional fellowship with
the Lutheran Church—Muissouri Synod. Any who are not yet instructed,
in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this
congregation and the LCMS are asked, out of love and Christian
responsibility, to refrain from partaking with us this morning. If you
have any questions regarding Holy Communion, you are invited and
encouraged to speak with the pastor before or after the Service.
See Matt. 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:14-20; 1 Cor. 11:17-34.

Our Mission Statement
The mission of Peace Lutheran Church is to welcome all people into the
fellowship of God’s love by proclaiming the forgiveness of sins through
Jesus Christ and to nurture our members with God’s Holy Word and
Sacraments.

The chant tone, introit, collect, and gradual are from Lutheran Service Book, Altar Book © 2006 CPH. Unless otherwise indicated, all
Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. This bulletin was created using Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 CPH.

Ififteenth Sunday after Trinity

13 September Anno - Domini 2015

“Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor
gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.
Are you not of more value than they?”” (Matt. 6:26)
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LSB DIVINE SERVICE 3, PAGE 184

The Serbice of Preparation
(Upon entering the nave, silence should be observed to allow all the opportunity to
prayerfully prepare for the presence of the Lord and the reception of His gifts)

Preparatory Prayers
Lord, | love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In
the multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart that | may enter Your house to
worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord.
Amen.

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as | come to worship You in spirit and
in truth, | humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word
so that | may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my Savior, and grow in
grace and holiness. Hear me for the sake of His name. Amen.

The Prelude and Ringing of the Bells
The Opening Hymn: 916 “Only Begotten, Word of God Eternal”
The Confession and Absolution (pp. 184-185)

From Martin Luther’s Sermon for
The Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity
M atthew 6:24-34

Thus now it is with the word, “serve.” For it is not forbidden to
have money and possessions, as we cannot get along without them.
Abraham, Lot, David, Solomon and others had great possessions and
much gold, and at the present day there are many wealthy persons who
are pious, in spite of their riches. But it is one thing to have possessions
and another to serve them; to have mammon, and to make a god out of
it. Job also was wedthy, he had great possessions and was more
powerful than all who lived in the East, as we read in the first part of
the book of Job: yet he says, in Job 31:24-25: “If | have made gold my
hope, and said to the fine gold, ‘“Thou art my confidence;” have |
rejoiced because my wealth was great, and because my hand had
gotten much?”

The sum of all is, it is God’s will that we serve not gold and riches,
and that we be not over-anxious for our life; but that we labor and
commend our anxiety to Him. Whoever possesses riches is lord of the
riches. Whoever serves them, is their slave and does not possess them,
but they possess him; for he dare not make use of them when he
desires, and cannot serve others with them; yea, he is not bold enough
to touch it. However, is he lord over his riches, then they serve him,
and he does not serve them; then he dare use them, as Abraham, David,
Job and other rich persons, and he casts his care only upon God, as St.
Paul teachesin 1 Cor. 7:32.



The Serbvice of the Sacrament

(Please read the statement regarding Holy Communion on the back of the bulletin)
The Preface and Proper Preface (p. 194)
The Sanctus (p. 195)
The Lord’s Prayer (p. 196)
TheWords of Our Lord (p. 197)
The Pax Domini (p. 197)
The Agnus Del (p. 198)

Communicants areinvited to pray the following:
Before receiving the Sacrament:
Dear Savior, at Your graciousinvitation | cometo Your table to eat and drink Your holy
body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith
for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament:
Almighty and everlasting God, | thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving
body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, having
with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, | may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy
Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through
Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.

Distribution Hymns
642 “O Living Bread from Heaven”
719 “I Leave All Things to God’s Direction”
782 “Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings”

The Nunc Dimittis (pp. 199-200)

The Thanksgiving and Post-Communion Collect (pp. 200-201)
The Salutation and Benedicamus (pp. 201-202)

The Benediction (p. 202)

The Closing Hymn: 792 “The Lord, My God, Be Praised”
The Postlude
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The Serbice of the Pord

Thelntroit Ps. 86:4, 6, 153, 16; antiphon: Ps. 86:1a, 2b, 3
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Incline your ear, O Lorp, and | answer me,*
save your servant, who trustsin you—you | are my God.
Begraciousto me, | O Lorb,*
for toyou do | cry | all theday.
Gladden the soul of your | servant,*
for to you, O Loro, do I lift | up my soul.
Giveear, O Lorp, | to my prayer;*
listen to my | pleafor grace.
But you, O Lorb, are a God merciful and | gracious;*
turn to me and be gra- | cious to me;
giveyour strength to your | servant,*
and save the son of your maid- | servant.
Glory beto the Father and | to the Son*
and totheHoly | Spirit;
asit wasin the be- | ginning,*
iIsnow, and will beforever. | Amen.
Incline your ear, O Lorp, and | answer me,*
save your servant, who trustsin you—you | are my God.
Begraciousto me, | O Lorb,*
for toyou do | cry | all theday.

TheKyrie (p. 186)
The Gloriain Excelsis (pp. 187-189)

The Salutation and Collect of the Day (p. 189)

O Lord, we implore You, let Your continual pity cleanse and defend
Your Church; and because she cannot continue in safety without Your
aid, preserve her evermore by Your help and goodness; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with Y ou and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

The Old Testament Reading 1 Kings 17:8-16
®Then the word of the Loro came to him, *“Arise, go to Zarephath, which
belongs to Sidon, and dwell there. Behold, | have commanded a widow
there to feed you.” *°So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he



came to the gate of the city, behold, a widow was there gathering
sticks. And he called to her and said, “Bring me a little water in a
vessel, that | may drink.” **And as she was going to bring it, he called
to her and said, “Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.” **And she
said, “As the Lorp your God lives, | have nothing baked, only a
handful of flour in a jar and a little oil in a jug. And now | am
gathering a couple of sticks that | may go in and prepare it for myself
and my son, that we may eat it and die.” **And Elijah said to her, “Do
not fear; go and do as you have said. But first make me a little cake of
it and bring it to me, and afterward make something for yourself and
your son. **For thus says the Loro the God of Israel, “The jar of flour
shall not be spent, and the jug of oil shall not be empty, until the day
that the Loro sends rain upon the earth.”” **And she went and did as
Elijah said. And she and he and her household ate for many days. *The
jar of flour was not spent, neither did the jug of oil become empty,
according to the word of the Lorp that he spoke by Elijah.

The Gradual Ps. 118:8-9
It is better to take refuge in the Lorp

than to trust in man.
It isbetter totakerefugein the Lorp

than totrust in princes.

The Epistle Galatians 5:25-6:10

|f we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. ®Let us not
become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another.

®1Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are
spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on
yourself, lest you too be tempted. “Bear one another’s burdens, and so
fulfill the law of Christ. *For if anyone thinks he is something, when he
is nothing, he deceives himself. “But let each one test his own work,
and then his reason to boast will be in himself alone and not in his
neighbor. °For each will have to bear his own load.

®One who is taught the word must share al good things with the
one who teaches. ‘Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for
whatever one sows, that will he also reap. ®For the one who sowsto his
own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to
the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life. °And let us not grow
weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give
up. 1°So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and
especialy to those who are of the household of faith.

TheTripleAlleluia (p. 190 - Top)

The Holy Gospel Matthew 6:24-34

Y Jesus said:] “No one can serve two masters, for either he will
hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and
despise the other. Y ou cannot serve God and money.

ZTherefore | tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you
will eat or what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put
on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? L ook
at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns,
and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value
than they? *’And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour
to his span of life? And why are you anxious about clothing?
Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor
spin, ®yet | tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like
one of these. *But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today
is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more
clothe you, O you of little faith? *Therefore do not be anxious, saying,
‘What shall we eat?” or ‘What shall we drink?” or “What shall we
wear?’ *°For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly
Father knows that you need them all. **But seek first the kingdom of
God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.

#«Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will
be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.”

The Nicene Creed (p. 191)

The Hymn of the Day: 760 “What God Ordains Is Always Good”
The Sermon

The Offertory (pp. 192-193)

The Offering is gathered for the Lord’s work (p. 193)

(If you have not done so already, please sign and share the Fellowship foldersin the
pewsto assist us in keeping accurate attendance records. Thank you.)

Installation of Sunday School Teachers

The Prayer of the Church (p. 193)
P) Lord, inYour mercy,
hear our prayer.



