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Welcome
Welcome to the Lord’s House this morning for Divine Service.  Rejoice, for
the Lord comes to you here in this place to give you His gifts of forgiveness,
life, and salvation through His precious means of grace – His Holy Word and
Sacraments.  We pray the Lord’s richest blessings upon you as you receive
these Divine gifts.  Please take the time to fill out the Record of Fellowship
form that is in the pew.  If you are visiting with us this morning, we want you
to know that we are overjoyed that you are here.  Please make your visit
known to us by introducing yourself to us after the Service and by signing the
guest book that is in the hallway on the left as you leave the sanctuary.  The
Lord be with us in Divine Service this morning!

Holy Communion Practice
 The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession

and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not
only bread and wine, but His very Body and Blood to eat and to drink for
the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with
one another.  In preparation for receiving this blessed Sacrament, you
may refer to Martin Luther’s “Christian Questions with Their Answers”
found on pages 329-330 in LSB.

 Communicants at this altar are to be in full confessional fellowship with
the  Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.  Any who are not yet instructed,
in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this
congregation and the LCMS are  asked, out of love and Christian
responsibility, to refrain from partaking with us this morning.  If you
have any questions regarding Holy Communion, you are invited and
encouraged to speak with the pastor before or after the Service.

 See Matt. 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:14-20; 1 Cor. 11:17-34.

Our Mission Statement
The mission of Peace Lutheran Church is to welcome all people into the
fellowship of God’s love by proclaiming the forgiveness of sins through
Jesus Christ and to nurture our members with God’s Holy Word and
Sacraments.
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“Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and
you will not be condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven;
give, and it will be given to you.” (Luke 6:37-38a)

Peace Evangelical Lutheran Church
325 E. Warwick Dr. ~ Alma, Michigan ~ 48801

463-5754 ~ www.peacealma.org
Email:  contact@peacealma.org

Rev. Thomas C. Messer, Pastor
(989) 388-2037

Email:  pastor@peacealma.org

The chant tone, introit, collect, and gradual are from Lutheran Service Book, Altar Book © 2006 CPH.  Unless otherwise indicated, all
Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  This bulletin was created using Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 CPH.



Fourth Sunday after Trinity
28 June AnnoT Domini 2015

LSB Divine Service 4, Page 203

The Service of Preparation
(Upon entering the nave, silence should be observed to allow all the opportunity to

prayerfully prepare for the presence of the Lord and the reception of His gifts)

Preparatory Prayers
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells.  In
the multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to
worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord.
Amen.

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and
in truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word
so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my Savior, and grow in
grace and holiness. Hear me for the sake of His name.  Amen.

The Prelude and Ringing of the Bells

The Opening Hymn: 915 “Today Your Mercy Calls Us”

The Confession and Absolution (p. 203)

From Martin Luther’s Sermon for
The Fourth Sunday after Trinity

Luke 6:36-42

As if the Lord would say: You think thy Brother is blind and will
punish him, that is, you wish to guide others and you are blind yourself.
You hold him as a sinner and think you are righteous. What difference is
that than that your heart is so disposed as to think you are better than he?
This means nothing more nor less than that you wish to guide others, and
yet you are blind yourself; and whoever follows you will fall into the ditch
with you. Concerning characters who imagine they are better than others
and would that the people followed them more than the Word of God,
Paul says to the Romans, 2:17:23: "But if thou bearest the name of a Jew,
and restest upon the law, and gloriest in God, and knowest his will, and
approvest the things that are excellent, being instructed out of the law, and
art confident that thou thyself art a guide of the blind, a light of them that
are in darkness, a corrector of the foolish, a teacher of babes, having in the
law the form of knowledge and of the truth; thou therefore that teachest
another, teachest thou not thyself? thou that preachest a man should not
steal, dost thou steal? thou that sayest a man should not commit adultery,
dost thou commit adultery? thou that abhorrest idols, dost thou rob
temples? thou who gloriest in the law, through thy transgression of the
law dishonorest thou God?" Therefore he says also at the beginning of the
same chapter to the hypocrites: "Wherefore thou art without excuse, 0
man, whosoever thou art that judgest: for wherein thou judgest another,
thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest dost practice the same
things. And we know that the judgment of God is according to truth
against them that practice such things. And reckonest thou this, 0 man,
who judgest them that practice such things, and doest the same, that thou
shalt escape the judgment of God?"

I call that telling the truth to the hypocrites who understand to
show others the way, which they themselves do not know, and guide
others along with themselves into the ditch. Therefore the Lord says: "The
disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone when he is perfected shall
be as his teacher." It is a common proverb to say: I cannot learn more
from my teacher, than he knows. Why did the Lord utter this saying?
Because of two kinds of teachers: the first is blind; if I follow him, then I
also will be blind; if he falls into the ditch, so will I. The other teacher is
the merciful Father, from whom we should learn mercy; follow we him,
then we also will be merciful, even as he is merciful; and if we were
merciful all the time, then we would be perfect, even as he is perfect; but
that does not fully take place while we are here in this life.



Thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament:
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-
giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit
that, having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain
and eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ,
and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord.  Amen.

Distribution Hymns
609 “Jesus Sinners Doth Receive”
649 “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”

The Nunc Dimittis (p. 211)

The Post-Communion Collect (p. 212)

The Benedicamus and Benediction (p. 212)

The Closing Hymn: 706 “Love in Christ is Strong and Living”

The Postlude

Soli Deo Gloria!

The Service of the Word
The Introit Ps. 27:3-4a, 5; antiphon:  Ps. 27:1-2

The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom | shall I fear?*
The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I | be afraid?

When evildoers assail me to eat | up my flesh,*
my adversaries and foes, it is they who stum- | ble and fall.

Though an army encamp against me, my heart | shall not fear;*
though war arise against me, yet I will be | confident.

One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek | after:*
that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days | of my life.

For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of | trouble;*
he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will lift me high
up- | on a rock.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom | shall I fear?*
The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I | be afraid?

When evildoers assail me to eat | up my flesh,*
my adversaries and foes, it is they who stum- | ble and fall.

The Kyrie (p. 204)

The Gloria in Excelsis (p. 204)

The Salutation and Collect of the Day (p. 205)
O Lord, grant that the course of this world may be so peaceably ordered
by Your governance that Your Church may joyfully serve You in all
godly quietness; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

The Old Testament Reading Genesis 50:15-21
15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said,

“It may be that Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we
did to him.” 16So they sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father
gave this command before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph, Please forgive the



transgression of your brothers and their sin, because they did evil to
you.’ And now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the
God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18His
brothers also came and fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are
your servants.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the
place of God? 20As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant
it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as
they are today. 21So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little
ones.” Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to them.

The Gradual Ps. 79:9-10a
Atone for our sins, for your name’s sake!

Why should the nations say, “Where is their God?”
Help us, O God of our salvation,

for the glory of your name deliver us.

The Epistle Romans 12:14-21
14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them.

15Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16Live in
harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the
lowly. Never be conceited. 17Repay no one evil for evil, but give
thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. 18If possible, so far
as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never avenge
yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written,
“Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20To the contrary, “if
your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to
drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” 21Do
not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

The Alleluia and Verse (p. 205)

The Holy Gospel Luke 6:36-42
36[Jesus said:] “Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful.
37“Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you

will not be condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38give, and it
will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together,
running over, will be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it
will be measured back to you.”

39He also told them a parable:  “Can a blind man lead a blind man?
Will they not both fall into a pit? 40A disciple is not above his teacher,
but everyone when he is fully trained will be like his teacher. 41Why do
you see the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log

that is in your own eye? 42How can you say to your brother, ‘Brother,
let me take out the speck that is in your eye,’ when you yourself do not
see the log that is in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log
out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take out the speck
that is in your brother’s eye.”

The Nicene Creed (p. 206)

The Hymn of the Day: 696 “O God, My Faithful God”

The Sermon

The Prayer of the Church (p. 207)
P Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.

The Offering is gathered for the Lord’s work (p. 207)
(If you have not done so already, please sign and share the Fellowship folders in the
pews to assist us in keeping accurate attendance records.  Thank you.)

The Service of the Sacrament
(Please read the statement regarding Holy Communion on the back of the bulletin)

The Preface and Proper Preface (p. 208)

The Sanctus (p. 208)

The Prayer of Thanksgiving (p. 209)

The Lord’s Prayer (p. 209)

The Words of Our Lord (p. 209)

The Pax Domini (p. 209)

The Agnus Dei (p. 210)

Communicants are invited to pray the following:
Before receiving the Sacrament:

Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and
drink Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this
holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your
holy name; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.  Amen.


