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Welcome

Welcome to the Lord’s House this morning for Divine Service. Rejoice, for
the Lord comes to you here in this place to give you His gifts of forgiveness,
life, and salvation through His precious means of grace — His Holy Word and
Sacraments. We pray the Lord’s richest blessings upon you as you receive
these Divine gifts. Please take the time to fill out the Record of Fellowship
form that is in the pew. If you are visiting with us this morning, we want you
to know that we are overjoyed that you are here. Please make your visit
known to us by introducing yourself to us after the Service and by signing the
guest book that is in the hallway on the left as you leave the sanctuary. The
Lord be with us in Divine Service this morning!

Holy Communion Practice
e The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession

and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not
only bread and wine, but His very Body and Blood to eat and to drink for
the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with
one another. In preparation for receiving this blessed Sacrament, you
may refer to Martin Luther’s “Christian Questions with Their Answers”
found on pages 329-330 in LSB.

¢ Communicants at this altar are to be in full confessional fellowship with
the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Any who are not yet instructed,
in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congrega-
tion and the LCMS are asked, out of love and Christian responsibility, to
refrain from partaking with us this morning. If you have any questions
regarding Holy Communion, you are invited and encouraged to speak
with the pastor before or after the Service.

o See Matt. 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:14-20; 1 Cor. 11:17-34.

Our Mission Statement
The mission of Peace Lutheran Church is to welcome all people into the fel-
lowship of God’s love by proclaiming the forgiveness of sins through Jesus
Christ and to nurture our members with God’s Holy Word and Sacraments.

The chant tone, introit, collect, and gradual are from Lutheran Service Book, Altar Book © 2006 CPH. Unless otherwise indicated, all
Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. This bulletin was created using Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 CPH.
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“For as the lightning comes from the east and shines as
far as the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.

Wherever the corpse is, there the vultures will gath-
er.” (Matt. 24:27-28)
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The Serbice of Preparation

(Upon entering the nave, silence should be observed to allow all the opportunity to
prayerfully prepare for the presence of the Lord and the reception of His gifts)

Preparatory Prayers
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In
the multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart that [ may enter Your house to
worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord.
Amen.

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and
in truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word
so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my Savior, and grow in
grace and holiness. Hear me for the sake of His name. Amen.

The Prelude and Ringing of the Bells
The Opening Hymn: 579 “The Law of God Is Good and Wise”
The Confession and Absolution (p. 151)

From Martin Luther’s Sermon for
The Third-Last Sunday of the Church Year
Matthew 24:15-28

Now it is high time for him to run and flee, who is able to flee; let
everything he has behind and depart; the sooner the better; not with his
feet but with his heart, in such a way that he will be rid of the abomina-
tion and enter the kingdom of Christ through faith. But to do this rea-
son and a keen insight are needed rightly to discern the abomination. It
cannot be seen in any way better than when we compare it to Christ
who teaches, as stated above, that we are reconciled to God, and are
saved through his blood. But the Pope ascribes this power to our
works. Thus you ever see that to be saved through works and not to be
saved through works (to believe on Christ as our justification before
God) are contrary to each other. If you then want to remain with
Christ, you must flee from the Pope and let him go.

This is now the abomination of desolation that has reigned until our
time; but is now revealed through the grace of God, but will never be
destroyed by emperor or worldly power. It must all be higher than that
material destruction, since that was such a great tribulation, that there
never can be a greater physically. Therefore did God reserve the de-
struction of this abomination for himself, as Paul says in 2 Thess, 2, 8:
"Whom the Lord Jesus shall slay with the breath of his mouth, and
bring to naught by the manifestation of his coming." Although they
themselves fear evil from worldly power and insurrection, yet this shall
not be so well with them. For they are not worthy of such mild punish-
ment, and God will not grant unto them that they be destroyed through
man, but will do it himself without means, through his Word. Inas-
much as it has now made a beginning and the kingdom is destroyed
even to the extent that it avails nothing, nor can take captive the con-
science of those who know the Gospel. However hostile the Pope rages
against the Gospel; he must nevertheless fall at the feet of princes and
seek help from them. Hence his power is weakened and broken by
means of the Gospel; but his final destruction is reserved unto the last
day. Therefore it must continue in part until Christ at his coming shall
destroy and grind to powder all together from heaven.



Communicants are invited to pray the following:
Before receiving the Sacrament:
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your
holy body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament
in faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament:
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving
body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, hav-
ing with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally
enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal;
through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.

Distribution Hymns
628 “Your Table I Approach”
461 “I Know That My Redeemer Lives”
513 “The Clouds of Judgment Gather”

The Post-Communion Canticle: Nunc Dimittis (p. 165)
The Post-Communion Collect (p. 166)

The Benediction (p. 166)

The Closing Hymn: 515 “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”

The Postlude
%/1 Do (Gloria!

The Serbice of the Yord
The Introit Ps. 31:1-2a, 5, 24; antiphon: Ps. 31:9a, 15b, 17a
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Be gracious to me, O Lorp, for I am | in distress;*
rescue me from the hand of my enemies and from my
perse- | cutors!

O Lorb, let me not be | put to shame,*
for I call up- | on you.

In you, O Lorb, do I take | refuge;*
let me never be | put to shame.

In your righteousness de- | liver me;*
incline your ear to me; rescue me | speedily!

Into your hand I commit my | spirit;*
you have redeemed me, O Lorp, | faithful God.

Be strong, and let your heart take | courage,*
all you who wait | for the Lord!

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Be gracious to me, O Lorp, for I am | in distress;*
rescue me from the hand of my enemies and from my
perse- | cutors!

O Lorp, let me not be | put to shame,*
for I call up- | on you.

The Kyrie (pp. 152-153)
The Hymn of Praise: Gloria in Excelsis (p. 154)

The Salutation and Collect of the Day (p. 156)

Almighty God, we implore You, show Your mercy to Your humble serv-
ants that we, who put no trust in our own merits, may not be dealt with
after the severity of Your judgment but according to Your mercy;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.



The Old Testament Reading Job 14:1-6

““Man who is born of a woman is few of days and full of trouble.
’He comes out like a flower and withers; he flees like a shadow and
continues not. *And do you open your eyes on such a one and bring
me into judgment with you? *Who can bring a clean thing out of an
unclean? There is not one. ’Since his days are determined, and the
number of his months is with you, and you have appointed his limits
that he cannot pass, °look away from him and leave him alone, that he
may enjoy, like a hired hand, his day.”

The Gradual

Your foes have roared in the midst of your meeting place;
they set up their own signs for signs.

Remember your congregation, which you have purchased of old,
which you have redeemed to be the tribe of your heritage!

The Epistle I Thessalonians 4:13-18
BBut we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those
who are asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have no
hope. "*For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so,
through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep.
BFor this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are
alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those
who have fallen asleep. '°For the Lord himself will descend from heav-
en with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the
sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.
"Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be
with the Lord. '®Therefore encourage one another with these words.

The Alleluia and Verse (p. 156)

The Holy Gospel Matthew 24:15-28

B[Jesus said:] “When you see the abomination of desolation spo-
ken of by the prophet Daniel, standing in the holy place (let the reader
understand), '°then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.
'"Let the one who is on the housetop not go down to take what is in his
house, '®and let the one who is in the field not turn back to take his
cloak. ’And alas for women who are pregnant and for those who are
nursing infants in those days! *’Pray that your flight may not be in win-
ter or on a Sabbath. 2'For then there will be great tribulation, such as
has not been from the beginning of the world until now, no, and never

Ps. 74:4, 2a

will be. 2And if those days had not been cut short, no human being
would be saved. But for the sake of the elect those days will be cut
short. »Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!” or
“There he is!” do not believe it. **For false christs and false prophets
will arise and perform great signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if
possible, even the elect. *See, I have told you beforehand. *°So, if they
say to you, ‘Look, he is in the wilderness,” do not go out. If they say,
‘Look, he is in the inner rooms,’ do not believe it. 2"For as the lightning
comes from the east and shines as far as the west, so will be the com-
ing of the Son of Man. **Wherever the corpse is, there the vultures will
gather.”

The Nicene Creed (p. 158)
The Hymn of the Day: 658 “Preserve Your Word, O Savior”
The Sermon

The Prayer of the Church (p. 159)
P] Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

The Offering

(If you have not done so already, please sign and share the Fellowship folders in the
pews to assist us in keeping accurate attendance records. Thank you.)

The Offertory (pp. 159-160)
The Serbice of the Sacrament

(Please read the statement regarding Holy Communion on the back of the bulletin)

The Preface and Proper Preface (pp. 160-161)
The Sanctus (p. 161)

The Prayer of Thanksgiving (p. 161)
The Lord’s Prayer (p. 162)

The Words of Our Lord (p. 162)
The Pax Domini (p. 163)

The Agnus Dei (p. 163)




