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Welcome 

Welcome to the Lord’s House this morning for Divine Service.  Rejoice, for 

the Lord comes to you here in this place to give you His gifts of forgiveness, 

life, and salvation through His precious means of grace – His Holy Word and 

Sacraments.  We pray the Lord’s richest blessings upon you as you receive 

these Divine gifts.  Please take the time to fill out the Record of Fellowship 

form that is in the pew.  If you are visiting with us this morning, we want you 

to know that we are overjoyed that you are here.  Please make your visit 

known to us by introducing yourself to us after the Service and by signing the 

guest book that is in the hallway on the left as you leave the sanctuary.  The 

Lord be with us in Divine Service this morning! 

 

Holy Communion Practice 

• The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession 

and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not 

only bread and wine, but His very Body and Blood to eat and to drink for 

the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with 

one another.  In preparation for receiving this blessed Sacrament, you 

may refer to Martin Luther’s “Christian Questions with Their Answers” 

found on pages 329-330 in LSB.   

• Communicants at this altar are to be in full confessional fellowship with 

the  Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.  Any who are not yet instructed, 

in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congrega-

tion and the LCMS are  asked, out of love and Christian responsibility, to 

refrain from partaking with us this morning.  If you have any questions 

regarding Holy Communion, you are invited and encouraged to speak 

with the pastor before or after the Service.  

• See Matt. 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:14-20; 1 Cor. 11:17-34.     

 

Our Mission Statement 

The mission of Peace Lutheran Church is to welcome all people into the fel-

lowship of God’s love by proclaiming the forgiveness of sins through Jesus 

Christ and to nurture our members with God’s Holy Word and Sacraments. 
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Rev. Thomas C. Messer, Pastor 
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“Truly, I tell you, with no one in Israel have I found such faith.  

I tell you, many will come from east and west and recline at 

table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of 

heaven, while the sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the 

outer darkness.  In that place there will be weeping and gnash-

ing of teeth.” (Matt. 8:10b-12) 

The chant tone, introit, collect, and gradual are from Lutheran Service Book, Altar Book © 2006 CPH.  Unless otherwise indicated, all 
Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News 

Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  This insert was created using Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 CPH. 
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LSB Divine Service 3, Page 184 
 

The Service of Preparation 
(Upon entering the nave, silence should be observed to allow all the opportunity to 

prayerfully prepare for the presence of the Lord and the reception of His gifts) 
 

Preparatory Prayers  

Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells.  In 

the multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to 

worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord.  

Amen. 
 

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and 

in truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word 

so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my Savior, and grow in 

grace and holiness.  Hear me for the sake of His name.  Amen. 

 

The Prelude and Ringing of the Bells 
(The congregation stands at the Ringing of the Bells and faces the processional 

cross.  It is customary to continue facing the cross as it is processed in, and to bow 

your head and make the sign of the cross in reverence and admiration to the Lord as 

it passes your pew.  The same applies for the recessional as Service concludes.)   
 

The Processional Hymn:  793 “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven” 
 

The Confession and Absolution (pp. 184-185) 

From Martin Luther’s Sermon for the 

Third Sunday after the Epiphany 

Matthew 8:1-13 
  

This is the Gospel that is the beginning, middle and end of 

everything good and of all salvation. For we have often heard 

that we must first hear the Gospel, and after that believe and 

love and do good works; not first do good works and so re-

verse the order, as the teachers of works do. But the Gospel is 

a good report, saying or fame of Christ, how He is all good-

ness, love and grace, as can be said of no other man or saint. 

For even if other saints have a good report and reputation, it is 

nevertheless not the Gospel, unless it tells alone of the good-

ness and grace of Christ; and if it should include other saints 

also, it is no longer the Gospel. For the Gospel builds faith and 

confidence alone upon the Rock, Jesus Christ. 

 

You see therefore that this example of the leper fights for 

faith and against works. For as Christ helps him out of pure 

grace through faith without any works or merits of his own, so 

He does for every man, and would have all to think thus of 

Him and expect from Him like aid. 

 
 



The Service of the Sacrament 
(Please read the statement regarding Holy Communion on the back of the bulletin) 

 

The Preface and Proper Preface (p. 194) 
 

The Sanctus (p. 195) 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (p. 196) 
 

The Words of Our Lord (p. 197) 
 

The Pax Domini (p. 197) 
 

The Agnus Dei (p. 198) 
 

Communicants are invited to pray the following: 

Before receiving the Sacrament: 

Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your 

holy body and blood.  Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament 

in faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live 

and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament: 

Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving 

body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ.  Send Your Holy Spirit that, hav-

ing with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally 

enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ, my Lord.  Amen. 
 

Distribution Hymns 

621 “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” 

555 “Salvation unto Us Has Come” 

587 “I Know My Faith Is Founded” 
 

The Nunc Dimittis (pp. 199-200) 
 

The Thanksgiving and Post-Communion Collect (pp. 200-201) 
 

The Salutation and Benedicamus (pp. 201-202) 
 

The Benediction (p. 202) 
 

The Recessional Hymn:  578 “Thy Strong Word” 
 

The Postlude 
fÉÄ| WxÉ ZÄÉÜ|t4 

 

The Service of the Word 
 

The Introit                                              Ps. 97:1, 10-12; antiphon:  Ps. 97:6, 9 

 
 
 
 

The heavens proclaim his | righteousness,* 

     and all the peoples see his | glory. 

For you, O Lord, are most high over | all the earth;* 

     you are exalted far a- | bove all gods. 

The Lord reigns, let the | earth rejoice;* 

     let the many coast- | lands be glad! 

O you who love the Lord, hate | evil!* 

     He preserves the lives of his saints; he delivers them from the  

     hand of the | wicked. 

Light is sown for the | righteous,* 

     and joy for the up- | right in heart. 

Rejoice in the Lord, O you | righteous,* 

     and give thanks to his | holy name! 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

     and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

     is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

The heavens proclaim his | righteousness,* 

     and all the peoples see his | glory. 

For you, O Lord, are most high over | all the earth;* 

     you are exalted far a- | bove all gods. 
 

The Kyrie (p. 186) 
 

The Gloria in Excelsis (pp. 187-189) 
 

The Salutation and Collect of the Day (p. 189) 

Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmities and 

stretch forth the hand of Your majesty to heal and defend us; through Je-

sus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

The Old Testament Reading                 2 Kings 5:1-15a 

  1Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Syria, was a great man with 

his master and in high favor, because by him the Lord had given victory to Syria. 

He was a mighty man of valor, but he was a leper. 2Now the Syrians on one of their 

raids had carried off a little girl from the land of Israel, and she worked in the ser-

vice of Naaman’s wife. 3She said to her mistress, “Would that my lord were with 



the prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.” 4So Naaman 

went in and told his lord, “Thus and so spoke the girl from the land of Israel.” 
5And the king of Syria said, “Go now, and I will send a letter to the king of Is-

rael.” 

So he went, taking with him ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels of 

gold, and ten changes of clothes. 6And he brought the letter to the king of Israel, 

which read, “When this letter reaches you, know that I have sent to you Naaman 

my servant, that you may cure him of his leprosy.” 7And when the king of Israel 

read the letter, he tore his clothes and said, “Am I God, to kill and to make alive, 

that this man sends word to me to cure a man of his leprosy? Only consider, and 

see how he is seeking a quarrel with me.” 
8But when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his 

clothes, he sent to the king, saying, “Why have you torn your clothes? Let him 

come now to me, that he may know that there is a prophet in Israel.” 9So Naaman 

came with his horses and chariots and stood at the door of Elisha’s house. 10And 

Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, “Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, 

and your flesh shall be restored, and you shall be clean.” 11But Naaman was an-

gry and went away, saying, “Behold, I thought that he would surely come out to 

me and stand and call upon the name of the Lord his God, and wave his hand 

over the place and cure the leper. 12Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Da-

mascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them and be 

clean?” So he turned and went away in a rage. 13But his servants came near and 

said to him, “My father, it is a great word the prophet has spoken to you; will you 

not do it? Has he actually said to you, ‘Wash, and be clean’?” 14So he went down 

and dipped himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of the man 

of God, and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child, and he was 

clean. 
15Then he returned to the man of God, he and all his company, and he came 

and stood before him. 
 

The Gradual                                                                     Ps. 102:15-16 

Nations will fear the name of the Lord,* 

     and all the kings of the earth will fear your glory. 

For the Lord builds up Zion;* 

     he appears in his glory. 
 

The Epistle                 Romans 1:8-17 
8First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith 

is proclaimed in all the world. 9For God is my witness, whom I serve with my 

spirit in the gospel of his Son, that without ceasing I mention you 10always in my 

prayers, asking that somehow by God’s will I may now at last succeed in coming 

to you. 11For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to 

strengthen you— 12that is, that we may be mutually encouraged by each other’s 

faith, both yours and mine. 13I want you to know, brothers, that I have often in-

tended to come to you (but thus far have been prevented), in order that I may 

reap some harvest among you as well as among the rest of the Gentiles. 14I am 

under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to the 

foolish. 15So I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome. 
16For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation 

to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17For in it the 

righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The right-

eous shall live by faith.” 

 

The Triple Alleluia (p. 190 - Top) 
The Triple Alleluia is sung twice.  In between, the Choir sings the Verse of the Day: 

“The Lord reigns, let the | earth rejoice; let the many coast - | lands be glad!” 
 

The Holy Gospel               Matthew 8:1-13 
1When [Jesus] came down from the mountain, great crowds followed him. 

2And behold, a leper came to him and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, if you 

will, you can make me clean.” 3And Jesus stretched out his hand and touched 

him, saying,  “I will; be clean.” And immediately his leprosy was cleansed. 4And 

Jesus said to him,  “See that you say nothing to anyone, but go, show yourself to 

the priest and offer the gift that Moses commanded, for a proof to them.” 
5When he entered Capernaum, a centurion came forward to him, appealing to 

him, 6“Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home, suffering terribly.” 7And he 

said to him,  “I will come and heal him.” 8But the centurion replied, “Lord, I am 

not worthy to have you come under my roof, but only say the word, and my ser-

vant will be healed. 9For I too am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. 

And I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes, and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes, and 

to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 10When Jesus heard this, he marveled 

and said to those who followed him,  “Truly, I tell you, with no one in Israel have 

I found such faith. 11I tell you, many will come from east and west and recline at 

table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, 12while the sons 

of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness. In that place there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 13And to the centurion Jesus said, “Go; let it be 

done for you as you have believed.” And the servant was healed at that very mo-

ment. 
 

The Nicene Creed (p. 191) 
 

The Hymn of the Day:  401 “From God the Father, Virgin-Born”  
 

The Sermon 
 

The Offertory (pp. 192-193) 
 

The Offering is gathered for the Lord’s work (p. 193) 
(If you have not done so already, please sign and share the Fellowship folders in the 

pews to assist us in keeping accurate attendance records.  Thank you.) 
 

The Prayer of the Church (p. 193) 

P  Lord, in Your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 
 


