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Welcome 
Welcome to the Lord’s House this morning for Divine Service.  Rejoice, for 

the Lord comes to you here in this place to give you His gifts of forgiveness, 

life, and salvation through His precious means of grace – His Holy Word and 

Sacraments.  We pray the Lord’s richest blessings upon you as you receive 

these Divine gifts.  Please take the time to fill out the Record of Fellowship 

form that is in the pew.  If you are visiting with us this morning, we want you 

to know that we are overjoyed that you are here.  Please make your visit 

known to us by introducing yourself to us after the Service and by signing the 

guest book that is in the hallway on the left as you leave the sanctuary.  The 

Lord be with us in Divine Service this morning! 
 

Holy Communion Practice 
• The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession 

and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not 

only bread and wine, but His very Body and Blood to eat and to drink for 

the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with 

one another.  In preparation for receiving this blessed Sacrament, you 

may refer to Martin Luther’s “Christian Questions with Their Answers” 

found on pages 329-330 in LSB.   

• Communicants at this altar are to be in full confessional fellowship with 

the  Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.  Any who are not yet instructed, 

in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congrega-

tion and the LCMS are asked, out of love and Christian responsibility, to 

refrain from partaking with us this morning.  If you have any questions 

regarding Holy Communion, you are invited and encouraged to speak 

with the pastor before or after the Service.  

• See Matt. 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:14-20; 1 Cor. 11:17-34.     
 

Our Mission Statement 
The mission of Peace Lutheran Church is to welcome all people into the fel-

lowship of God’s love by proclaiming the forgiveness of sins through Jesus 

Christ and to nurture our members with God’s Holy Word and Sacraments. 
 

 

The Feast of  

St. Peter & St. Paul 
29 June Anno T T T T Domini 2008 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peace Evangelical Lutheran ChurchPeace Evangelical Lutheran ChurchPeace Evangelical Lutheran ChurchPeace Evangelical Lutheran Church 

325 E. Warwick Dr. ~ Alma, Michigan ~ 48801 

463-5754 ~ www.peacealma.org 

Email:  contact@peacealma.org 

Rev. Thomas C. Messer, Pastor 

Home:  463-3093 ~ Cell:  (989) 388-2037 

Email:  pastor@peacealma.org 

“Simon Peter replied, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the 

living God.’” (Mark 16:16) 
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LSB Divine Service 4, Page 203 
 

The Service of Preparation 
(Upon entering the nave, silence should be observed to allow all the opportunity to 

prayerfully prepare for the presence of the Lord and the reception of His gifts) 
 

Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells.  In 

the multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to 

worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord.  

Amen. 

 

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and 

in truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word 

so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my Savior, and grow in 

grace and holiness.  Hear me for the sake of His name.  Amen. 

 

The Prelude and Ringing of the Bells 
(The congregation stands at the Ringing of the Bells and faces the processional 

cross.  It is customary to continue facing the cross as it is processed in, and to bow 

your head and make the sign of the cross in reverence and admiration to the Lord as 

it passes your pew.  The same applies for the recessional as Service concludes.)   
 

The Processional Hymn:  518 “By All Your Saints in Warfare” (1,19,3) 
 

The Confession and Absolution (p. 203) 

+ Saint Peter and Saint Paul, Apostles +  
29 June, New Testament 

 

The Confession of Saint Peter ("You are the Christ, the Son 

of the Living God") is commemorated on 18 January, and the 

Conversion of Saint Paul on his approach to Damascus a 

week later, on 25 January.  On 29 June we 

commemorate the martyrdoms of both apos-

tles.  The date is the anniversary of a day 

around AD 258, under the Valerian persecu-

tion, when what were believed to be the re-

mains of the two apostles were both moved 

temporarily to prevent them from falling into 

the hands of the persecutors. 

 

The Scriptures do not record the deaths of Peter or Paul, or 

indeed any of the Apostles' deaths except for James the son 

of Zebedee (Acts 12:2), but they are clearly anticipated 

therein, and from an early date it has been said that they 

were martyred at Rome at the command of the Emperor 

Nero, and buried there.  As a Roman citizen, St. Paul would 

probably have been beheaded with a sword.  An early tradi-

tion claims that St. Peter was crucified head downward. 

 

The present Church of St. Peter in Rome replaces earlier 

churches built on the same site going back to the time of the 

Emperor Constantine, in whose reign a church was built on 

what was believed to be the burial site of Peter.  Excavations 

under the church suggest that the belief that this is the true 

home of his burial predates Constantine. 



The Service of the Sacrament 
(Please read the statement regarding Holy Communion on the back of the bulletin) 

 

The Preface and Proper Preface (p. 208) 
 

The Sanctus (p. 208) 
 

The Prayer of Thanksgiving (p. 209) 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (p. 209) 
 

The Words of Our Lord (p. 209) 
 

The Pax Domini (p. 209) 
 

The Agnus Dei (p. 210) 
 

Communicants are invited to pray the following: 

Before receiving the Sacrament: 
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your 

holy body and blood.  Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament 

in faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live 

and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

 

Thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament: 
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving 

body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ.  Send Your Holy Spirit that, hav-

ing with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally 

enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ, my Lord.  Amen. 
 

Distribution Hymns 

617  “O Lord, We Praise Thee” 

644  “The Church’s One Foundation” 

575  “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” 

670  “Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones” 
 

The Nunc Dimittis (p. 211) 
 

The Post-Communion Collect (p. 212) 
 

The Benedicamus and Benediction (p. 212) 
 

The Recessional Hymn:  677 “For All the Saints” 
 

The Postlude 
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The Service of the Word 
 

The Introit                                        Ps. 89:1, 5, 15-16; antiphon:  Ps. 119:46 
 

 

 
 

I will speak of your testimonies before kings, | [O Lord,]* 

     and shall not be | put to shame. 

I will sing of the steadfast love of the Lord, for- | ever;* 

     with my mouth I will make known your faithfulness to all  

     gener- | ations. 

Let the heavens praise your wonders, | O Lord,* 

     your faithfulness in the assembly of the | holy ones! 

Blessèd are the people who know the | festal shout,* 

     who walk, O Lord, in the light | of your face, 

who exult in your name | all the day* 

     and in your righteousness are ex- | alted. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

     and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

     is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

I will speak of your testimonies before kings, | [O Lord,]* 

     and shall not be | put to shame. 
 

The Kyrie (p. 204) 
 

The Gloria in Excelsis (p. 204) 
 

The Salutation and Collect of the Day (p. 205) 
Merciful and eternal God, Your holy apostles Peter and Paul received 

grace and strength to lay down their lives for the sake of Your Son.  

Strengthen us by Your Holy Spirit that we may confess Your truth and at 

all times be ready to lay down our lives for Him who laid down His life 

for us, even Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

The First Reading                                                                  Acts 15:1-21 
1But some men came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers, 

“Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot 

be saved.” 2And after Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and de-

bate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the others were appointed 

to go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and the elders about this question. 3So, 

being sent on their way by the church, they passed through both Phoenicia 

and Samaria, describing in detail the conversion of the Gentiles, and 



brought great joy to all the brothers. 4When they came to Jerusalem, they 

were welcomed by the church and the apostles and the elders, and they de-

clared all that God had done with them. 5But some believers who belonged 

to the party of the Pharisees rose up and said, “It is necessary to circumcise 

them and to order them to keep the law of Moses.” 
6The apostles and the elders were gathered together to consider this 

matter. 7And after there had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to 

them, “Brothers, you know that in the early days God made a choice among 

you, that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and 

believe. 8And God, who knows the heart, bore witness to them, by giving 

them the Holy Spirit just as he did to us, 9and he made no distinction be-

tween us and them, having cleansed their hearts by faith. 10Now, therefore, 

why are you putting God to the test by placing a yoke on the neck of the 

disciples that neither our fathers nor we have been able to bear? 11But we 

believe that we will be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as 

they will.” 
12And all the assembly fell silent, and they listened to Barnabas and 

Paul as they related what signs and wonders God had done through them 

among the Gentiles.  
13After they finished speaking, James replied, “Brothers, listen to me. 

14Simeon has related how God first visited the Gentiles, to take from them a 

people for his name. 15And with this the words of the prophets agree, just as 

it is written, 
16“‘After this I will return, and I will rebuild the tent of David that has 

fallen; I will rebuild its ruins, and I will restore it, 17that the remnant of 

mankind may seek the Lord, and all the Gentiles who are called by my 

name, says the Lord, who makes these things 18known from of old.’ 
19Therefore my judgment is that we should not trouble those of the 

Gentiles who turn to God, 20but should write to them to abstain from the 

things polluted by idols, and from sexual immorality, and from what has 

been strangled, and from blood. 21For from ancient generations Moses has 

had in every city those who proclaim him, for he is read every Sabbath in 

the synagogues.” 
 

The Gradual                                                Rom. 10:15b, 18b; Is. 52:7b, alt. 

How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news,* 

     who publish peace and bring good news of salvation. 

Their voice has gone out to all the earth,* 

     and their words to the ends of the world. 
 

The Epistle                                                                            Galatians 2:1-10 
1Then after fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, 

taking Titus along with me. 2I went up because of a revelation and set be-

fore them (though privately before those who seemed influential) the gos-

pel that I proclaim among the Gentiles, in order to make sure I was not run-

ning or had not run in vain. 3But even Titus, who was with me, was not 

forced to be circumcised, though he was a Greek. 4Yet because of false 

brothers secretly brought in—who slipped in to spy out our freedom that 

we have in Christ Jesus, so that they might bring us into slavery— 5to them 

we did not yield in submission even for a moment, so that the truth of the 

gospel might be preserved for you. 6And from those who seemed to be in-

fluential (what they were makes no difference to me; God shows no partial-

ity)—those, I say, who seemed influential added nothing to me. 7On the 

contrary, when they saw that I had been entrusted with the gospel to the 

uncircumcised, just as Peter had been entrusted with the gospel to the cir-

cumcised 8(for he who worked through Peter for his apostolic ministry to 

the circumcised worked also through me for mine to the Gentiles), 9and 

when James and Cephas and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the 

grace that was given to me, they gave the right hand of fellowship to 

Barnabas and me, that we should go to the Gentiles and they to the circum-

cised. 10Only, they asked us to remember the poor, the very thing I was ea-

ger to do. 
 

The Alleluia and Verse (p. 205) 
 

The Holy Gospel                                                                 Mark 16:13-19   
13Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked 

his disciples,  “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14And they 

said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or 

one of the prophets.” 15He said to them,  “But who do you say that I am?” 
16Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
17And Jesus answered him,  “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh 

and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 
18And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and 

the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 19I will give you the keys of the 

kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in 

heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 
 

The Nicene Creed (p. 206) 
 

The Hymn of the Day:  647 “Lord Jesus Christ, the Church’s Head” 
 

The Sermon 
 

The Prayer of the Church (p. 207) 

P   Lord, in Your mercy, 

CCCC   hear our prayer. 
 

The Offering is gathered for the Lord’s work (p. 207) 
(If you have not done so already, please sign and share the Fellowship folders in the 

pews to assist us in keeping accurate attendance records.  Thank you.) 
 


