
LCMS 

Welcome 
Welcome to the Lord’s House this morning for Divine Service.  Rejoice, for 

the Lord comes to you here in this place to give you His gifts of forgiveness, 

life, and salvation through His precious means of grace – His Holy Word and 

Sacraments.  We pray the Lord’s richest blessings upon you as you receive 

these Divine gifts.  Please take the time to fill out the Record of Fellowship 

form that is in the pew.  If you are visiting with us this morning, we want you 
to know that we are overjoyed that you are here.  Please make your visit 

known to us by introducing yourself to us after the Service and by signing the 

guest book that is in the hallway on the left as you leave the sanctuary.  The 

Lord be with us in Divine Service this morning! 
 

Holy Communion Practice 
• The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession 

and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not 

only bread and wine, but His very Body and Blood to eat and to drink for 

the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with 

one another.  In preparation for receiving this blessed Sacrament, you 

may refer to Martin Luther’s “Christian Questions with Their Answers” 

found on pages 329-330 in LSB.   

• Communicants at this altar are to be in full confessional fellowship with 

the  Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.  Any who are not yet instructed, 

in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congrega-

tion and the LCMS are  asked, out of love and Christian responsibility, to 

refrain from partaking with us this morning.  If you have any questions 

regarding Holy Communion, you are invited and encouraged to speak 

with the pastor before or after the Service.  

• See Matt. 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:14-20; 1 Cor. 11:17-34.     
 

Our Mission Statement 
The mission of Peace Lutheran Church is to welcome all people into the fel-

lowship of God’s love by proclaiming the forgiveness of sins through Jesus 

Christ and to nurture our members with God’s Holy Word and Sacraments. 
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“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 

womb!  And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord 

should come to me?  For behold, when the sound of your greeting 

came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy.  And 

blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of 

what was spoken to her from the Lord.” (Luke 1:42-45) 

The chant tone, introit, collect, and gradual are from Lutheran Service Book, Altar Book © 2006 CPH.  Unless otherwise indicated, all 

Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News 

Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  This bulletin was created using Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 CPH. 
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LSB Divine Service 4, Page 203 
 

The Service of Preparation 
(Upon entering the nave, silence should be observed to allow all the opportunity to 

prayerfully prepare for the presence of the Lord and the reception of His gifts) 
 

  Preparatory Prayer 

Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells.  In 

the multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to 

worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord.  

Amen. 
 

The Prelude and Ringing of the Bells 
 

The Opening Hymn:  332 “Savior of the Nations, Come” 
 

The Confession and Absolution (as printed here): 
 

P In the Name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true heart and confess 

our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.   
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination 
 

From Martin Luther’s Commentary on The Magnificat 
 

From this we may learn how to show [Mary] the honor and devotion that 

are her due. How ought one to address her? Keep these words in mind, and 

they will teach you to say: “O Blessed Virgin, Mother of God, you were noth-

ing and all despised; yet God in His grace regarded you and worked such 

great things in you. You were worthy of none of them, but the rich and abun-

dant grace of God was upon you, far above any merit of yours. Hail to you! 

Blessed are you, from thenceforth and forever, in finding such a God.” Nor 

need you fear that she will take it amiss if we call her unworthy of such 

grace. For, of a truth, she did not lie when she herself acknowledged her un-

worthiness and nothingness, which God regarded, not because of any merit in 

her, but solely by reason of His grace. 

But she does take it amiss that the vain chatterers preach and write so 

many things about her merits. They are set on proving their own skill and fail 

to see how they spoil the Magnificat, make the Mother of God a liar, and di-

minish the grace of God. For, in proportion as we ascribe merit and worthi-

ness to her, we lower the grace of God and diminish the truth of the Magnifi-

cat. The angel salutes her only as highly favored of God, and because the 

Lord is with her (Luke 1:28), which is why she is blessed among women. 

Hence all those who heap such great praise and honor upon her head are not 

far from making an idol of her, as though she were concerned that men 

should honor her and look to her for good things, when in truth she thrusts 

this from her and would have us honor God in her and come through her to a 

good confidence in His grace. 

Whoever, therefore, would show her the proper honor must not regard 

her alone and by herself, but set her in the presence of God and far beneath 

Him, must there strip her of all honor, and regard her low estate, as she says; 

he should then marvel at the exceedingly abundant grace of God, who re-

gards, embraces, and blesses so poor and despised a mortal. Thus regarding 

her, you will be moved to love and praise God for His grace, and drawn to 

look for all good things to Him, who does not reject but graciously regards 

poor and despised and lowly mortals. Thus your heart will be strengthened in 

faith and love and hope. What do you suppose would please her more than to 

have you come through her to God this way, and learn from her to put your 

hope and trust in Him, notwithstanding your despised and lowly estate, in life 

as well as in death? She does not want you to come to her, but through her to 

God . . . 

[She is the] highest woman and the noblest gem in Christianity after 

Christ.  She is nobility, wisdom, and holiness personified. We can never 

honor her enough. Still honor and praise must be given to her in such a way 

as to injure neither Christ nor the Scriptures. 



The Service of the Sacrament 
(Please read the statement regarding Holy Communion on the back of the bulletin) 

 

The Preface and Proper Preface (p. 208) 
 

The Sanctus (p. 208) 
 

The Prayer of Thanksgiving (p. 209) 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (p. 209) 
 

The Words of Our Lord (p. 209) 
 

The Pax Domini (p. 209) 
 

The Agnus Dei (p. 210) 
 

Communicants are invited to pray the following: 

Before receiving the Sacrament: 

Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink 

Your holy body and blood.  Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy 

Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy 

name; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.  Amen. 
 

Thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament: 

Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-

giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ.  Send Your Holy 

Spirit that, having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith 

obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with 

Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord.  Amen. 
 

Distribution Hymns 

617 “O Lord, We Praise Thee” 

359 “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” 

357 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
 

The Nunc Dimittis (p. 211) 
 

The Post-Communion Collect (p. 212) 
 

The Benedicamus and Benediction (p. 212) 
 

The Closing Hymn:   356 “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came” 
 

The Postlude 
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P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniqui-

ties with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 

temporal and eternal punishment.  But I am heartily sorry for them 

and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless 

mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and 

death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merci-

ful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and or-

dained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 

and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit.   

C Amen. 
 

The Service of the Word 
 

The Introit                                                        Ps. 34:2-5; antiphon:  Ps. 34:1 
 

 

 
 

I will bless the LORD at | all times;* 

     his praise shall continually be | in my mouth. 

My soul makes its boast | in the LORD;* 

     let the humble hear | and be glad. 

Oh, magnify the | LORD with me,* 

     and let us exalt his name to- | gether! 

I sought the LORD, and he | answered me* 

     and delivered me from | all my fears. 

Those who look to him are | radiant,* 

     and their faces shall never | be ashamed. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

     and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

     is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
I will bless the LORD at | all times;* 

     his praise shall continually be | in my mouth. 
 

The Kyrie (p. 204) 
 

The Gloria in Excelsis (p. 204) 
 

 



The Salutation and Collect of the Day (p. 205) 
Almighty God, You chose the virgin Mary to be the mother of Your 

only Son.  Grant that we, who are redeemed by His blood, may share 

with her in the glory of Your eternal kingdom; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

The Old Testament Reading                                              Isaiah 61:7-11 
7Instead of your shame there shall be a double portion; instead of 

dishonor they shall rejoice in their lot; therefore in their land they shall 

possess a double portion; they shall have everlasting joy. 
8For I the LORD love justice; I hate robbery and wrong; I will faith-

fully give them their recompense, and I will make an everlasting cove-

nant with them.  9Their offspring shall be known among the nations, 

and their descendants in the midst of the peoples; all who see them 

shall acknowledge them, that they are an offspring the LORD has 

blessed. 
10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; my soul shall exult in my God, 

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; he has covered 

me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself like 

a priest with a beautiful headdress, and as a bride adorns herself with 

her jewels.  11For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, and as a garden 

causes what is sown in it to sprout up, so the LORD God will cause 

righteousness and praise to sprout up before all the nations. 
 

The Gradual                                                      Ps. 45:13-14; Luke 1:28, 42 

All glorious is the princess in her chamber,* 

     with robes interwoven with gold. 

In many-colored robes she is led to the king,* 

     with her virgin companions following behind her. 

Hail Mary, full of grace,  

 the Lord is with thee! 

Blesséd art thou among women, 

 and blesséd is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.  Amen. 
 

The Epistle                                                                              Galatians 4:4-7 
4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, 

born of woman, born under the law, 5to redeem those who were under 

the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6And because you 

are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, 

“Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, 

then an heir through God. 

The Alleluia and Verse (p. 205) 
 

The Holy Gospel                                                                   Luke 1:39-55   
39In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill coun-

try, to a town in Judah, 40and she entered the house of Zechariah and 

greeted Elizabeth. 41And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, 

the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 

Spirit, 42and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among 

women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43And why is this 

granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44For 

behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in 

my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there 

would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.” 
46And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47and my spirit re-

joices in God my Savior, 48for he has looked on the humble estate of 

his servant.  For behold, from now on all generations will call me 

blessed; 49for he who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy 

is his name.  50And his mercy is for those who fear him from genera-

tion to generation.  51He has shown strength with his arm; he has scat-

tered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 52he has brought down 

the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of humble estate; 53he 

has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent empty 

away.  54He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his 

mercy, 55as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring 

forever.” 
 

The Nicene Creed (p. 206) 
 

The Hymn of the Day:  670 “Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones” 
 

The Sermon 
 

The Prayer of the Church (p. 207) 
P  . . . let us pray to the Lord: 

CCCC  Lord, have mercy. 
 

The Offering is gathered for the Lord’s work (p. 207) 
(If you have not done so already, please sign and share the Fellowship folders in the 

pews to assist us in keeping accurate attendance records.  Thank you.) 

 

 


