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Welcome 
Welcome to the Lord’s House this morning for Divine Service.  Rejoice, for 

the Lord comes to you here in this place to give you His gifts of forgiveness, 

life, and salvation through His precious means of grace – His Holy Word and 

Sacraments.  We pray the Lord’s richest blessings upon you as you receive 

these Divine gifts.  Please take the time to fill out the Record of Fellowship 

form that is in the pew.  If you are visiting with us this morning, we want you 

to know that we are overjoyed that you are here.  Please make your visit 

known to us by introducing yourself to us after the Service and by signing the 

guest book that is in the hallway on the left as you leave the sanctuary.  The 

Lord be with us in Divine Service this morning! 
 

Holy Communion Practice 
• The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession 

and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not 

only bread and wine, but His very Body and Blood to eat and to drink for 

the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with 

one another.  In preparation for receiving this blessed Sacrament, you 

may refer to Martin Luther’s “Christian Questions with Their Answers” 

found on pages 329-330 in LSB.   

• Communicants at this altar are to be in full confessional fellowship with 

the  Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.  Any who are not yet instructed, 

in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congrega-

tion and the LCMS are  asked, out of love and Christian responsibility, to 

refrain from partaking with us this morning.  If you have any questions 

regarding Holy Communion, you are invited and encouraged to speak 

with the pastor before or after the Service.  

• See Matt. 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:14-20; 1 Cor. 11:17-34.     
 

Our Mission Statement 
The mission of Peace Lutheran Church is to welcome all people into the fel-

lowship of God’s love by proclaiming the forgiveness of sins through Jesus 

Christ and to nurture our members with God’s Holy Word and Sacraments. 
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“Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, 

for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown 

of life, which God has promised to those who love 

him” (James 1:12). 
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LSB Divine Service 3, Page 184 
 

The Service of Preparation 
(Upon entering the nave, silence should be observed to allow all the opportunity to 

prayerfully prepare for the presence of the Lord and the reception of His gifts) 
 

Preparatory Prayer 

Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells.  In 

the multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to 

worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord.  

Amen. 
 

The Prelude and Ringing of the Bells 
(The congregation stands at the Ringing of the Bells and faces the processional 

cross.  It is customary to continue facing the cross as it is processed in, and to bow 

your head and make the sign of the cross in reverence and admiration to the Lord as 

it passes your pew.  The same applies for the recessional as Service concludes.)   
 

The Processional Hymn:  566 “By Grace I’m Saved” 
 

The Confession and Absolution (pp. 184-185) 

St. James of Jerusalem, 

Brother of Jesus and Martyr 
(From the Treasury of Daily Prayer) 

 

St. James of Jerusalem (or “James the Just”) is referred 
to by St. Paul as “the  Lord’s brother” (Galatians 1:19). 
Some modern theologians believe that James was a son of 
Joseph and Mary and, therefore, a biological brother of Je-
sus.  But throughout most of the Church (historically, and 
even today), Paul’s term “brother” is understood as “cousin” 
or “kinsman,” and James is thought to be the son of a sister 
of Joseph or Mary who was widowed and had come to live 
with them. Along with other relatives of our Lord (except 
His mother), James did not believe in Jesus until after His 
resurrection (John 7:3-5; 1 Corinthians 15:7). After be-
coming a Christian, James was elevated to a position of 
leadership within the earliest Christian community. Espe-
cially following St. Peter’s departure from Jerusalem, 
James was recognized as the bishop of the Church in that 
holy city (Acts 12:17; 15:12ff.). According to the historian 
Josephus, James was martyred in AD 62 by being stoned to 
death by the Sadducees.  James authored the Epistle in the 
New Testament that bears his name. In it, he exhorts his 
readers to remain steadfast in the one true faith, even in the 
face of suffering and temptation, and to live by faith the life 
that is in Christ Jesus. Such a faith, he makes clear, is a busy 
and active thing, which never ceases to do good, to confess 
the Gospel by words and actions, and to stake its life, both 
now and forever, in the cross. 



Communicants are invited to pray the following: 

Before receiving the Sacrament: 
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink 

Your holy body and blood.  Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy 

Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy 

name; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.  Amen. 
 

Thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament: 
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-

giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ.  Send Your Holy 

Spirit that, having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith 

obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with 

Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord.  Amen. 
 

Distribution Hymns 

638 “Eat This Bread” 

725 “Children of the Heavenly Father” 

430 “My Song Is Love Unknown” 
 

The Nunc Dimittis (pp. 199-200) 
 

The Thanksgiving and Post-Communion Collect (pp. 200-201) 
 

The Salutation and Benedicamus (pp. 201-202) 
 

The Benediction (p. 202) 
 

The Recessional Hymn:  861 “Christ Be My Leader” 
 

The Postlude 
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The Service of the Word 

 
 

The Introit                                      Ps. 119:1-2, 5-6; antiphon:  Ps. 119:137, 124        
 

 
 

 

These are the ones coming out of the great tribu- | lation.* 

They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood | of      

the Lamb. 

In you, O LORD, do I take refuge; let me never be | put to shame;* 

     in your righteousness de- | liver me. 

For you are my rock and my | fortress;* 

     and for your name’s sake you lead me and | guide me. 

Into your hand I commit my | spirit;* 

     you have redeemed me, O LORD, | faithful God. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

     and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

     is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

These are the ones coming out of the great tribu- | lation.* 

They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood | of 

the Lamb. 
 

The Kyrie (p. 186) 
 

The Gloria in Excelsis (pp. 187-189) 
 

The Salutation and Collect of the Day (p. 189) 

Heavenly Father, shepherd of Your people, You raised up James the Just, 

brother of our Lord, to lead and guide Your Church.  Grant that we may 

follow his example of prayer and reconciliation and be strengthened by 

the witness of his death; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

The First Reading                                                                  Acts 15:12-22a 
12All the assembly fell silent, and they listened to Barnabas and Paul as 

they related what signs and wonders God had done through them among the 

Gentiles. 13After they finished speaking, James replied, “Brothers, listen to 

me. 14Simeon has related how God first visited the Gentiles, to take from 

them a people for his name. 15And with this the words of the prophets agree, 

just as it is written, 



16“‘After this I will return, and I will rebuild the tent of David that has 

fallen; I will rebuild its ruins, and I will restore it, 17that the remnant of 

mankind may seek the Lord, and all the Gentiles who are called by my 

name, says the Lord, who makes these things 18known from of old.’ 
19Therefore my judgment is that we should not trouble those of the 

Gentiles who turn to God, 20but should write to them to abstain from the 

things polluted by idols, and from sexual immorality, and from what has 

been strangled, and from blood. 21For from ancient generations Moses has 

had in every city those who proclaim him, for he is read every Sabbath in 

the synagogues.” 
22Then it seemed good to the apostles and the elders, with the whole 

church, to choose men from among them and send them to Antioch with 

Paul and Barnabas. 
 

The Gradual                                                                           Ps. 48:10-11 

As your name, O God, so your praise reaches to the ends of the earth. 

     Your right hand is filled with righteousness. 

Let Mount Zion be glad! 

     Let the daughters of Judah rejoice because of your judgments! 
 

The Epistle                                                                                  James 1:1-12 
1James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve 

tribes in the Dispersion:  Greetings. 
2Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 

3for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. 4And 

let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, 

lacking in nothing. 
5If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously 

to all without reproach, and it will be given him. 6But let him ask in faith, 

with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is 

driven and tossed by the wind. 7For that person must not suppose that he 

will receive anything from the Lord; 8he is a double-minded man, unstable 

in all his ways. 
9Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation, 10and the rich in his hu-

miliation, because like a flower of the grass he will pass away. 11For the 

sun rises with its scorching heat and withers the grass; its flower falls, and 

its beauty perishes. So also will the rich man fade away in the midst of his 

pursuits. 
12Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he 

has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which God has prom-

ised to those who love him. 
 

 

The Triple Alleluia (p. 190 - Top) 
 

The Holy Gospel                                                            Matthew 13:54-58 
54Coming to his hometown [Jesus] taught them in their synagogue, so 

that they were astonished, and said, “Where did this man get this wisdom 

and these mighty works? 55Is not this the carpenter’s son? Is not his 

mother called Mary? And are not his brothers James and Joseph and 

Simon and Judas? 56And are not all his sisters with us? Where then did 

this man get all these things?” 57And they took offense at him. But Jesus 

said to them,  “A prophet is not without honor except in his hometown 

and in his own household.” 58And he did not do many mighty works there, 

because of their unbelief. 
 

The Nicene Creed (p. 191) 
 

The Hymn of the Day:  797 “Praise the Almighty” 
 

The Sermon 
 

The Offertory (pp. 192-193) 
 

The Offering                              (“Simple Gifts”  -  Choir) 

(If you have not done so already, please sign and share the Fellowship folders in the 

pews to assist us in keeping accurate attendance records.  Thank you.) 
 

The Prayer of the Church (p. 193) 

P   Lord, in Your mercy,   

CCCC  hear our prayer. 
 

The Service of the Sacrament 
(Please read the statement regarding Holy Communion on the back of the bulletin) 

 

The Preface and Proper Preface (p. 194) 
 

The Sanctus (p. 195) 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (p. 196) 
 

The Words of Our Lord (p. 197) 
 

The Pax Domini (p. 197) 
 

The Agnus Dei (p. 198) 
 

 


