The Holy Gospel

John 8:48-59

48

The Jews answered [Jesus], “Are we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan and have a demon?” 49Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon, but I
honor my Father, and you dishonor me. 50Yet I do not seek my own glory; there
is One who seeks it, and he is the judge. 51Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone
keeps my word, he will never see death.” 52The Jews said to him, “Now we know
that you have a demon! Abraham died, as did the prophets, yet you say, ‘If anyone keeps my word, he will never taste death.’ 53Are you greater than our father
Abraham, who died? And the prophets died! Who do you make yourself out to
be?” 54Jesus answered, “If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is my Father
who glorifies me, of whom you say, ‘He is our God.’ 55But you have not known
him. I know him. If I were to say that I do not know him, I would be a liar like
you, but I do know him and I keep his word. 56Your father Abraham rejoiced that
he would see my day. He saw it and was glad.” 57So the Jews said to him, “You
are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?” 58Jesus said to them,
“Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.” 59So they picked up
stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple.

The Feast of St. Abraham,
Holy Patriarch

The Apostles’ Creed (p. 192)
The Hymn of the Day: 798 “The God of Abraham Praise”
The Homily
Offerings are not gathered during Service today. While Pastor Messer prepares the
Table for the Holy Supper, you may spend time prayerfully preparing to receive the
Blessed Sacrament (you may wish to read through Luther’s “Christian Questions . .
.” on pp. 329-330). If you wish to leave an offering, you may do so by placing it in
the plate by the door as you depart after Service.

The Prayer of the Church
P Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.

The Service of the Sacrament
(Communicants are to be in full confessional fellowship with the LCMS)
The Preface - Agnus Dei (pp. 194-198)
The Distribution
The Nunc Dimittis - Benediction (pp. 199-202)
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The Feast of St. Abraham, Holy Patriarch
Divine Service 3, Page 184
The Service of Preparation
(Upon entering the nave, silence should be observed to allow all the opportunity to
prayerfully prepare for the presence of the Lord and the reception of His gifts)

Confession and Absolution (pp. 184-185)

The Service of the Word
The Introit
Ps. 105:1-11
Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name;
make known his deeds among the peoples!
Sing to him, sing praises to him;
tell of all his wondrous works!
Glory in his holy name;
let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice!
Seek the LORD and his strength;
seek his presence continually!
Remember the wondrous works that he has done,
his miracles, and the judgments he uttered,
O offspring of Abraham, his servant,
children of Jacob, his chosen ones!
He is the LORD our God;
his judgments are in all the earth.
He remembers his covenant forever,
the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations,
the covenant that he made with Abraham,
his sworn promise to Isaac,
which he confirmed to Jacob as a statute,
to Israel as an everlasting covenant,
saying, “To you I will give the land of Canaan
as your portion for an inheritance.”
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
The Kyrie (p. 186)
The Gloria in Excelsis (pp. 187-189)

The Salutation and Collect of the Day (p. 189)
O Almighty God, who hast knit together Thine elect in one communion and fellowship in the mystical body of Thy Son Jesus Christ, our Lord, grant us grace so
to follow Thy blessed saints in all virtuous and godly living, including Blesséd
Abraham, Holy Patriarch and Father of all the faithful, who we honor and remember this day, that we may come to the unspeakable joys which Thou hast
prepared for those who unfeignedly love Thee; through the same Jesus Christ,
Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, one
God, now and forever.

The Old Testament Reading

Genesis 15:1-6
After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear
not, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram said,
“O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my
house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no
offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir.” 4And behold, the word
of the LORD came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very own son
shall be your heir.” 5And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven,
and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So
shall your offspring be.” 6And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as
righteousness.
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The Gradual

Ps. 34:9-10b

O fear the LORD, ye his saints,
for there is no want to them that fear him.
They that seek the LORD
shall not want any good thing.

The Epistle

Galatians 3:1-9
O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? It was before your eyes that
Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified. 2Let me ask you only this: Did
you receive the Spirit by works of the law or by hearing with faith? 3Are you so
foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh?
4
Did you suffer so many things in vain—if indeed it was in vain? 5Does he who
supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles among you do so by works of the
law, or by hearing with faith—6just as Abraham “believed God, and it was counted
to him as righteousness”?
7
Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham. 8And the
Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the
gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “In you shall all the nations be blessed.”
9
So then, those who are of faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith.
1

The Alleluia and Verse
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Amen, amen, I say to you, if anyone keeps my word,
he will never see death.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

