
believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not 

exist. 18In hope he believed against hope, that he should become the father of many 

nations, as he had been told, “So shall your offspring be.” 
 

The Alleluia and Verse (p. 156—Common) 
 

The Holy Gospel               Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 
13Now when [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared 

to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, 

and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy 

him.” 14And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt 
15and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had 

spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son” . . . 
19But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to 

Joseph in Egypt, 20saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of 

Israel, for those who sought the child’s life are dead.” 21And he rose and took the 

child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that 

Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go 

there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 23And he 

went and lived in a city called Nazareth, that what was spoken by the prophets might 

be fulfilled: “He shall be called a Nazarene.” 
 

The Apostles’ Creed (p. 159) 
 

The Hymn of the Day:  517 “By All Your Saints in Warfare” (1, 14, 3) 
 

The Homily 
 

Offerings are not gathered during Service today.  While Pastor Messer prepares the 

Table for the Holy Supper, you may spend time prayerfully preparing to receive the 

Blessed Sacrament (you may wish to read through Luther’s “Christian Questions . . .” on 

pp. 329-330).  If you wish to leave an offering, you may do so by placing it in the plate by 

the door as you depart after Service.  
 

The Prayer of the Church  
P  Lord, in Your mercy,  

CCCC  hear our prayer. 
 

The Service of the Sacrament 
(Communicants are to be in full confessional fellowship with the LCMS) 

 

The Preface - Agnus Dei (pp. 160-163) 
 

The Distribution  
 

The Nunc Dimittis - Benediction (pp. 165-166) 
 

The Postlude 
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Divine Service 1, Page 151 
 

The Service of Preparation 

(Upon entering the nave, silence should be observed to allow all the opportunity to 

prayerfully prepare for the presence of the Lord and the reception of His gifts) 
 

Preparatory Prayer 

Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells.  In 

the multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to 

worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord.  

Amen. 
 

The Prelude and Ringing of the Bells 
 

Confession and Absolution (p. 151) 
 

The Service of the Word 
 

The Introit                                         Ps. 89:1, 5, 15-16; antiphon:  Ps. 128:1 
 

 

 
 

Blessèd is everyone who | fears the Lord,* 

     who walks | in his ways! 

I will sing of the steadfast love of the Lord, for- | ever;* 

     with my mouth I will make known your faithfulness to all  

     gener- | ations. 

Let the heavens praise your wonders, | O Lord,* 

     your faithfulness in the assembly of the | holy ones! 

Blessèd are the people who know the | festal shout,* 

     who walk, O Lord, in the light | of your face, 

who exult in your name | all the day* 

     and in your righteousness are ex- | alted. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

     and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

     is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Blessèd is everyone who | fears the Lord,* 

     who walks | in his ways! 
 

The Kyrie (pp. 152-153) 
 

The Gloria in Excelsis (p. 154) 

The Salutation and Collect of the Day (p. 156) 
Almighty God, from the house of Your servant David You raised up 

Joseph to be the guardian of Your incarnate Son and the husband of His 

mother, Mary.  Grant us grace to follow the example of this faithful 

workman in heeding Your counsel and obeying Your commands; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 
 

The Old Testament Reading                                                    2 Samuel 7:4-16 
4That same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan, 5“Go and tell my servant 

David, ‘Thus says the Lord: Would you build me a house to dwell in? 6I have not 

lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this 

day, but I have been moving about in a tent for my dwelling. 7In all places where I 

have moved with all the people of Israel, did I speak a word with any of the judges of 

Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not 

built me a house of cedar?”’ 8Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David, 

‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, 

that you should be prince over my people Israel. 9And I have been with you wherever 

you went and have cut off all your enemies from before you. And I will make for you 

a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a place 

for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may dwell in their own place 

and be disturbed no more. And violent men shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 
11from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel. And I will give you 

rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the Lord declares to you that the Lord will 

make you a house. 12When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, 

I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and I will 

establish his kingdom. 13He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the 

throne of his kingdom forever. 14I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son. 

When he commits iniquity, I will discipline him with the rod of men, with the stripes 

of the sons of men, 15but my steadfast love will not depart from him, as I took it from 

Saul, whom I put away from before you. 16And your house and your kingdom shall 

be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established forever.’” 
 

The Gradual                                                                             Ps. 45:6-7b 

Your throne, O God, is forever and ever.* 

     The scepter of your kingdom is a scepter of uprightness; 

you have loved righteousness and hated wickedness.* 

     Therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness. 
 

The Epistle                                                       Romans 4:13-18 
13The promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world 

did not come through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14For if it is the 

adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 
15For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law there is no transgression. 

16That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and 

be guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to the 

one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, 17as it is written, “I 

have made you the father of many nations”—in the presence of the God in whom he 


