Peace Evangelical Lutheran Church
325 E. Warwick Dr. ~ Alma, Michigan ~ 48801
463-5754 ~ www.peacealma.org
Email: contact@peacealma.org

Rev. Thomas C. Messer, Pastor
Home: 796-4453 ~ Cell: (989) 388-2037
Email: pastor@peacealma.org

LCMS

Welcome
Welcome to the Lord’s House this morning for Divine Service. Rejoice, for
the Lord comes to you here in this place to give you His gifts of forgiveness,
life, and salvation through His precious means of grace – His Holy Word and
Sacraments. We pray the Lord’s richest blessings upon you as you receive
these Divine gifts. Please take the time to fill out the Record of Fellowship
form that is in the pew. If you are visiting with us this morning, we want you
to know that we are overjoyed that you are here. Please make your visit
known to us by introducing yourself to us after the Service and by signing the
guest book that is in the hallway on the left as you leave the sanctuary. The
Lord be with us in Divine Service this morning!
·

·

·

Holy Communion Practice
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession
and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not
only bread and wine, but His very Body and Blood to eat and to drink for
the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with
one another. In preparation for receiving this blessed Sacrament, you
may refer to Martin Luther’s “Christian Questions with Their Answers”
found on pages 329-330 in LSB.
Communicants at this altar are to be in full confessional fellowship with
the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Any who are not yet instructed,
in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and the LCMS are asked, out of love and Christian responsibility, to
refrain from partaking with us this morning. If you have any questions
regarding Holy Communion, you are invited and encouraged to speak
with the pastor before or after the Service.
See Matt. 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:14-20; 1 Cor. 11:17-34.

Our Mission Statement
The mission of Peace Lutheran Church is to welcome all people into the fellowship of God’s love by proclaiming the forgiveness of sins through Jesus
Christ and to nurture our members with God’s Holy Word and Sacraments.
The chant tone, introit, collect, and gradual are from Lutheran Service Book, Altar Book © 2006 CPH. Unless otherwise indicated, all
Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. This bulletin was created using Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 CPH.

Sexagesima
3 February Anno T Domini 2013

“As for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing
the word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and
bear fruit with patience.” (Luke 8:15)

Sexagesima
3 February Anno T Domini 2013

From Martin Luther’s Sermon for
Sexagesima Sunday
Matthew 20:1-16
All this is spoken for our instruction, that we may not go astray, since so
many misuse the Gospel and few lay hold of it aright. True it is unpleasant to
preach to those who treat the Gospel so shamefully and even oppose it. For
preaching is to become so universal that the Gospel is to be proclaimed to all
creatures, as Christ says in Mark 16:15 – “Preach the Gospel to the whole
creation;” and Psalm 19:4 – “Their line is gone out through all the earth, and
their words to the end of the world.” What business is it of mine that many do
not esteem it? It must be that many are called but few are chosen. For the
sake of the good ground that brings forth fruit with patience, the seed must
also fall fruitless by the wayside, on the rock and among the thorns; inasmuch
as we are assured that the Word of God does not go forth without bearing
some fruit, but it always finds also good ground; as Christ says here, some
seed of the sower falls also into good ground, and not only by the wayside,
but among the thorns and on stony ground. For wherever the Gospel goes you
will find Christians. “My Word shall not return unto Me void.” Isaiah 55:11.

LSB Divine Service 3, Page 184
The Service of Preparation
(Upon entering the nave, silence should be observed to allow all the opportunity to
prayerfully prepare for the presence of the Lord and the reception of His gifts)
Preparatory Prayer
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In
the multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to
worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord.
Amen.

The Prelude and Ringing of the Bells

(The congregation stands at the Ringing of the Bells and faces the processional
cross. It is customary to continue facing the cross as it is processed in, and to bow
your head and make the sign of the cross in reverence and admiration to the Lord as
it passes your pew. The same applies for the recessional as Service concludes.)

The Processional Hymn: 904 “Blessed Jesus, at Your Word”
The Confession and Absolution (pp. 184-185)

. . . But what does it mean when he says: “Unto you it is given to know
the mysteries of the kingdom of God”, etc.? What are the mysteries? Shall
one not know them, why than are they preached? A “mystery” is a hidden
secret, that is not known: and the “mysteries of the kingdom of God” are the
things in the kingdom of God, as for example Christ with all his grace, which
he manifests to us, as Paul describes him; for he who knows Christ aright understands what God’s kingdom is and what is in it. And it is called a mystery
because it is spiritual and secret, and indeed it remains so, where the spirit
does not reveal it. For although there are many who see and hear it, yet they
do not understand it. Just as there are many who preach and hear Christ, how
he offered himself for us; but all that is only upon their tongue and not in
their heart; for they themselves do not believe it, they do not experience it, as
Paul in I Cor 2, 14 says: “The natural man receiveth not the things of the
Spirit of God.” Therefore Christ says here: “Unto you it is given”, the Spirit
gives it to you that you not only hear and see it, but acknowledge and believe
it with your heart. Therefore it is now no longer a mystery to you. But to the
others who hear it as well as you, and have no faith in their heart, they see
and understand it not; to them it is a mystery and it will continue unknown to
them, and all that they hear is only like one hearing a parable or a dark saying. This is also proved by the fanatics of our day, who know so much to
preach about Christ; but as they themselves do not experience it in their heart,
they rush ahead and pass by the true foundation of the mystery and tramp
around with questions and rare foundlings, and when it comes to the test they
do not know the least thing about trusting in God and finding in Christ the
forgiveness of their sins.

Communicants are invited to pray the following:
Before receiving the Sacrament:
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy
body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith
for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament:
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving
body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, having
with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy
Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through
Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.

Distribution Hymns
622 “Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared”
580 “The Gospel Shows the Father’s Grace”
On insert: “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”
The Nunc Dimittis (pp. 199-200)
The Thanksgiving and Post-Communion Collect (pp. 200-201)
The Salutation and Benedicamus (pp. 201-202)
The Benediction (p. 202)
The Recessional Hymn: 923 “Almighty Father, Bless the Word”
The Postlude

Soli Deo Gloria!

The Service of the Word
The Introit

Ps. 44:1-2, 7-8; antiphon: Ps. 44:23, 25a, 26a

Awake! Why are you sleeping, | O LORD?*
Rouse yourself! Do not reject us for- | ever!
For our soul is bowed down | to the dust.*
Rise up; come | to our help!
O God, we have heard with our ears, our fathers have | told us,*
what deeds you performed in their days, in the | days of old:
you with your own hand drove out the nations, but them
you | planted;*
you afflicted the peoples, but them you | set free.
But you have saved us | from our foes*
and have put to shame those who | hate us.
In God we have boasted con- | tinually,*
and we will give thanks to your name for- | ever.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Awake! Why are you sleeping, | O LORD?*
Rouse yourself! Do not reject us for- | ever!
For our soul is bowed down | to the dust.*
Rise up; come | to our help!
The Kyrie (p. 186)
The Gloria in Excelsis (pp. 187-189)
The Salutation and Collect of the Day (p. 189)
O God, the strength of all who put their trust in You, mercifully grant
that by Your power we may be defended against all adversity; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
The Old Testament Reading
Isaiah 55:10-13
10
“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed
to the sower and bread to the eater, 11so shall my word be that goes out from

my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that
which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.
12
“For you shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains
and the hills before you shall break forth into singing, and all the trees of
the field shall clap their hands. 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the
cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall make a
name for the LORD, an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.”

The Gradual
Ps. 83:18, 13
[Let your enemies] know that you alone, whose name is the LORD,
are the Most High over all the earth.
O my God, make them like whirling dust,
like chaff before the wind.
The Epistle
Hebrews 4:9-13
9
So then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God, 10for
whoever has entered God’s rest has also rested from his works as God did
from his.
11
Let us therefore strive to enter that rest, so that no one may fall by
the same sort of disobedience. 12For the word of God is living and active,
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of
spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions
of the heart. 13And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked
and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account.
The Tract

Ps. 60:1-2, 5
(During the three Sundays of Pre-Lent, the Alleluia is replaced by the Tract - Choir)
“O God, you have rejected us, broken our defenses; you have been angry; oh, restore us. You have made the land to quake; you have torn it open; repair its
breaches, for it totters. That your beloved ones may be delivered, give salvation by
your right hand and answer us!”

The Holy Gospel
Luke 8:4-15
4
When a great crowd was gathering and people from town after town
came to [Jesus], he said in a parable: 5“A sower went out to sow his seed.
And as he sowed, some fell along the path and was trampled underfoot,
and the birds of the air devoured it. 6And some fell on the rock, and as it
grew up, it withered away, because it had no moisture. 7And some fell
among thorns, and the thorns grew up with it and choked it. 8And some
fell into good soil and grew and yielded a hundredfold.” As he said these
things, he called out, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”
9
And when his disciples asked him what this parable meant, 10he said,
“To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God, but
for others they are in parables, so that ‘seeing they may not see, and hear-

ing they may not understand.’ 11Now the parable is this: The seed is the
word of God. 12The ones along the path are those who have heard. Then
the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they
may not believe and be saved. 13And the ones on the rock are those who,
when they hear the word, receive it with joy. But these have no root; they
believe for a while, and in time of testing fall away. 14And as for what fell
among the thorns, they are those who hear, but as they go on their way
they are choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their
fruit does not mature. 15As for that in the good soil, they are those who,
hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit
with patience.”

The Apostles’ Creed (p. 192)
The Hymn of the Day: 586 “Preach You the Word”
The Sermon
The Offertory (pp. 192-193)
The Offering

“The Touch of Love”
(choir)
(If you have not done so already, please sign and share the Fellowship folders in the
pews to assist us in keeping accurate attendance records. Thank you.)

The Prayer of the Church (p. 193)
P Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.

The Service of the Sacrament
(Please read the statement regarding Holy Communion on the back of the bulletin)

The Preface and Proper Preface (p. 194)
The Sanctus (p. 195)
The Lord’s Prayer (p. 196)
The Words of Our Lord (p. 197)
The Pax Domini (p. 197)
The Agnus Dei (p. 198)

