
The Nativity of St. John the Baptist 
 

Divine Service 3, Page 184 
 

(Upon entering the nave, silence should be observed to allow all the opportunity to 
prayerfully prepare for the presence of the Lord and the reception of His gifts) 

 

The Confession and Absolution (pp. 184-185) 
 

The Service of the Word 
 

The Introit                                           Luke 1:68, 76-79; antiphon:  Mal. 3:1 
Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before  
     me; and the LORD, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple. 
Blessèd be the Lord God of Israel, 
     for he hath visited and redeemed his people. 
And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest; 
     for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways, 
to give knowledge of salvation unto his people 
     by the remission of their sins, 
through the tender mercy of our God, 
     whereby the dayspring from on high hath visited us, 
to give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
     to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
     and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now,  
     and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before  
     me; and the LORD, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple. 

 

The Kyrie (p. 186) 
 

The Gloria in Excelsis (pp. 187-189) 
 

The Salutation and Collect of the Day (p. 189) 
Almighty God, who through John the Baptist, the forerunner of Christ, 
didst proclaim salvation, grant that we may know this Thy salvation, 
and serve Thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of our life; 
through the same Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth and 
reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without 
end.  
 

The Old Testament Reading                                            Isaiah 40:1-5 
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The Old Testament Reading                                            Isaiah 40:1-5 



The Gradual                                                                               Jer. 1:5, 9 
Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee, 
     and before thou camest out of the womb I sanctified thee; 
Then the LORD put forth his hand, and touched my mouth, 
     and the LORD spoke unto me. 
 
The Second Reading                                                            Acts 13:13-26 
 
The Triple Alleluia and Verse                                            Luke 1:17a, d 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
     And he shall go before him in the spirit of Elias, 
     to make ready a people prepared for the Lord. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 
The Holy Gospel                   Luke 1:57-80 
    
The Apostles’ Creed (p. 192) 
 
The Hymn of the Day: 346 “When All the World Was Cursed” 
 
The Homily 
 
The Offertory (pp. 192-193) 
Offerings are not gathered during Service today. While Pastor Messer prepares the 
Table for the Holy Supper, you may spend time prayerfully preparing to receive the 
Blessed Sacrament (you may wish to read through Luther’s “Christian Questions . . 
.” on pp. 329-330).  If you wish to leave an offering, you may do so by placing it in 
the plate by the door as you depart after Service.  
 
The Prayer of the Church  

P  Lord, in Thy mercy,    
C  hear our prayer. 
 

The Preface - Benediction (pp. 194-202) 
(Communicants are to be in full confessional fellowship with the LCMS) 

 

Soli Deo Gloria! 
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