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Welcome 

Welcome to the Lord’s House this morning for Divine Service.  Re-

joice, for throughout this Easter Season we celebrate our Lord’s vic-

tory over sin, death, and the devil, which is made certain by His glori-

ous resurrection from the tomb.  Death could not keep its hold on the 

Son of God—He lives!  And, because He lives, He comes to us here in 

this place to give us His gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation through 

His precious means of grace—His Holy Word and Sacraments.  We 

pray the Lord’s richest blessings upon you as you receive these Divine 

gifts.  Please take the time to fill out the Record of Fellowship form 

that is in the pew.  If you are visiting with us this morning, we want 

you to know that we are overjoyed that you are here.  Please make 

your visit known to us by introducing yourself to us after the Service 

and by signing the guest book that is in the hallway on the left as you 

leave the nave.  The Lord be with us in Divine Service this morning! 

 

A Note About Today’s Service 

Holy Communion will not be celebrated during our Service this morn-

ing due to Pastor Messer’s absence.  We will follow the Service of 

Prayer and Preaching.  Elder Larry Elliott and Elder Terry Luplow will 

lead God’s people during the Service, and we pray God’s blessings 

upon them.  The sermon you will hear was written by Pastor William 

Weedon, who serves at St. Paul Lutheran in Hamel, IL (it was edited 

slightly by Pastor Messer).  

 

Our Mission Statement 

The mission of Peace Lutheran Church is to welcome all people into 

the fellowship of God’s love by proclaiming the forgiveness of sins 

through Jesus Christ and to nurture our members with God’s Holy 

Word and Sacraments. 
 

 

Misericordias Domini 
The Third Sunday of Easter 
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Misericordias Domini is the shortened form of the opening line of the Historic Introit 

in Latin and means, “The goodness of the Lord.” 
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Service of Prayer and Preaching, page 260 
 

The Service of Preparation 
(Even with the celebratory spirit of this Easter Season, silence should still be ob-

served upon entering the nave to allow all the opportunity to prayerfully prepare for 

the presence of the Lord and the reception of His gifts) 
 

Preparatory Prayer 

Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells.  In 

the multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to 

worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord.  

Amen. 
 

Prelude and Ringing of the Bells 
(At the conclusion of the Ringing of the Bells, the congregation stands and faces the 

processional cross for the Easter Proclamation and Procession.  It is customary to 

continue facing the cross as it is processed in and to bow your head and make the 

sign of the cross in reverence and admiration to the Lord as it passes your pew.  The 

same applies for the recessional as Service concludes.)   
 

Easter Proclamation and Remembrance of Baptism 

P He is risen! 

CCCC He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

P Through the Sacrament of Holy Baptism, we have been raised 

with Christ to new life; 

CCCC we have been given the new birth of water and of the Spirit. 
 

Processional Hymn:  711 “Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us”   
 
 

Collect for the Word 

L Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for 

our learning.  Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and 

take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your holy 

Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of ever-

lasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Morning Prayer 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your 

dear Son, that You have kept me this night from all harm and 

danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from 

sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  

For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and 

all things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may 

have no power over me.  Amen. 
 

New Testament Canticle (pp. 266-267) 
 

Easter Proclamation 

P He is risen! 

CCCC He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 

Blessing (p. 267) 

L   Let us bless the Lord. 

CCCC   Thanks be to God. 

L   The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the 

Holy Spirit, bless and preserve us. 

CCCC   Amen. 
 

Recessional Hymn:  710 “The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want” 
 

Postlude 
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Sermon:  “The Hole in the Wolf’s Stomach” (John 10:11-16) 
The sermon was written by Pastor William Weedon and edited by Pastor Messer. 
 

Hymn:  709 “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” 
 

The Offering is gathered for the Lord’s work. 
 

Stand 
 

Prayer (pp. 265-266) 
L   In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

CCCC   Lord, have mercy. 

L   For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with 

all our mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

CCCC   Lord, have mercy. 

L   For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the 

world, and for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to 

faith, let us pray to the Lord: 

CCCC   Lord, have mercy. 

L   For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common 

welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

CCCC   Lord, have mercy. 

L   For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

CCCC   Lord, have mercy. 

L   For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, 

and for all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

CCCC   Lord, have mercy. 

L   For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed 

and orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

CCCC   Lord, have mercy. 

L   For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray 

to the Lord: 

CCCC   Lord, have mercy. 

L   For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to 

the Lord: 

CCCC   Lord, have mercy. 

L   Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

CCCC   Lord, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy. 
 

Collect of the Day 

L O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the fallen 

world.  Grant to Your faithful people, rescued from the peril of ever-

lasting death, perpetual gladness and eternal joys; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Opening Versicles - Common (p. 260) 
 

L   This is the day which the Lord has made; 

CCCC   let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

L   From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

CCCC   the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

L   Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere; 

CCCC   I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God 

than dwell in the tents of the wicked. 

L   Make me to know Your ways, O Lord. 

CCCC   Teach me Your paths. 

L   Sanctify us in Your truth. 

CCCC   Your Word is truth. 

L   From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

CCCC   the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

CCCC Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for-

ever.  Amen. 
 

Old Testament Canticle (pp. 261-262) 
 

Sit 

Readings from Holy Scripture: 

Old Testament Reading                                                  Ezekiel 34:11-16 
11“For thus says the Lord God: Behold, I, I myself will search for my 

sheep and will seek them out. 12As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is 

among his sheep that have been scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, and I 

will rescue them from all places where they have been scattered on a day of 

clouds and thick darkness. 13And I will bring them out from the peoples and 

gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land. And 

I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the in-

habited places of the country.  14I will feed them with good pasture, and on 

the mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. There they shall lie 

down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture they shall feed on the moun-

tains of Israel. 15I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will 

make them lie down, declares the Lord God. 16I will seek the lost, and I will 

bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen 

the weak, and the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them in jus-

tice.” 

   
L   This is the Word of the Lord. 

CCCC   Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn:  740 “I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb” 
 



Epistle                                                                                        1 Peter 2:21-25 
21For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, 

leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps. 22He commit-

ted no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. 23When he was reviled, he 

did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued 

entrusting himself to him who judges justly. 24He himself bore our sins in his 

body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his 

wounds you have been healed. 25For you were straying like sheep, but have 

now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 

L   This is the Word of the Lord. 

CCCC   Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn:  685 “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus” 
 

Stand  
 

Holy Gospel                                                                         John 10:11-16 
L   The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 10th chapter. 

CCCC   Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
11[Jesus said:] “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his 

life for the sheep. 12He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not 

own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the 

wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13He flees because he is a hired hand 

and cares nothing for the sheep. 
14I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just 

as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the 

sheep. 16And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them 

also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shep-

herd.” 

L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

CCCC Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
 

Hymn:  666 “O Little Flock, Fear Not the Foe” 
 

Responsory - Common (p. 263) 

L   Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens. 

CCCC   Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place 

where Your glory dwells. 

L   Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it. 

CCCC   Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place 

where Your glory dwells. 

L   Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

CCCC   Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place 

where Your glory dwells. 

Stand 
 

Catechism (p. 264) 
 

Ten Commandments 

CCCC    You shall have no other gods. 

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 

Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 

Honor your father and your mother. 

You shall not murder. 

You shall not commit adultery. 

You shall not steal. 

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his    

     manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or  

     anything that belongs to your neighbor.  
 

Apostles’ Creed 

CCCC    I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

      maker of heaven and earth. 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin     

      Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died  

      and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day 

      He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven 

      and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

      From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

      dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the  

      communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

      resurrection of the body, and the life TTTT everlasting.   

      Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

CCCC    Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed by Thy name, Thy    

        kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 

      heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  

      our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against  

      us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from  

      evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  

     forever and ever.  Amen.  
Sit  


