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Welcome
Welcome to the Lord’s House on this most solemn night for Midnight Mass.
Rejoice, for the same Lord, whose Holy Birth we celebrate this day, comes to
you here in this place to give you His gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation
through His precious means of grace – His Holy Word and Sacraments. We
pray the Lord’s richest blessings upon you as you receive these Divine gifts.
Please take the time to fill out the Record of Fellowship form that is in the
pew. If you are visiting with us, we want you to know that we are overjoyed
that you are here. Please make your visit known to us by introducing yourself to us after Mass and by signing the guest book that is in the hallway on
the left as you leave the sanctuary. The Lord be with us in Divine Service!
•

•

•

Holy Communion Practice
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession
and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not
only bread and wine, but His very Body and Blood to eat and to drink for
the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with
one another. In preparation for receiving this blessed Sacrament, you
may refer to Martin Luther’s “Christian Questions with Their Answers”
found on pages 329-330 in LSB.
Communicants at this altar are to be in full confessional fellowship with
the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Any who are not yet instructed,
in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and the LCMS are asked, out of love and Christian responsibility, to
refrain from partaking with us this morning. If you have any questions
regarding Holy Communion, you are invited and encouraged to speak
with the pastor before or after the Service.
See Matt. 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:14-20; 1 Cor. 11:17-34.

Our Mission Statement
The mission of Peace Lutheran Church is to welcome all people into the fellowship of God’s love by proclaiming the forgiveness of sins through Jesus
Christ and to nurture our members with God’s Holy Word and Sacraments.
The chant tone, introit, collect, and gradual are from Lutheran Service Book, Altar Book © 2006 CPH. Unless otherwise indicated, all
Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. This insert was created using Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 CPH.
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The Nativity of Our Lord

The Recessional Hymn: “Go Tell It on the Mountain”

Midnight Mass
25 December Anno T Domini 2008

The Service of Preparation
(Upon entering the nave on this most holy night, silence should be observed to allow
all the opportunity to prayerfully prepare for the presence of the Lord and the reception of His gifts)
Preparatory Prayers
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In
the multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to
worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord.
Amen.

Text (sts. ref, 1–3) and Music: Public domain

The Postlude
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O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and
in truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word
so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my Savior, and grow in
grace and holiness. Hear me for the sake of His name. Amen.

The Lighting of the Candles
(When the acolytes have finished lighting the candles in the sanctuary, they will proceed down into the nave and light the individual candle of each person seated nearest
the center aisle, who will, in turn, offer their light to the next person in the pew, and
so on, until all individual candles have been lit. We will begin Midnight Mass on this
solemn evening by candlelight, not extinguishing our individual candles until after
the Collect of the Day.)

The Prelude and Ringing of the Bells
(The congregation stands at the Ringing of the Bells and faces the processional
cross. It is customary to continue facing the cross as it is processed in, and to bow
your head and make the sign of the cross in reverence and admiration to the Lord as
it passes your pew. The same applies for the recessional as Service concludes.)
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The Benediction

The Processional Hymn: “O Come, All Ye Faithful”
(Stanza 4 without organ)

Hymn of Celebration: “Joy to the World”

Text and Music: Public domain

The Confession and Absolution
The Invocation
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

The Christmas Versicles

Text and Music: Public domain

P
C
P
C

Lo, to us the Christ is born.
O come, let us worship Him.
The Lord said to me, “You are My Son; today I have begotten you.”
The Lord sent redemption to His people, He has commanded His
covenant forever.

P One of the sons of your body I will set on your throne.
C Christ the Lord, our Savior, everlasting God and Mary’s Son, we
praise You evermore.
P Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee!
C Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy
womb, Jesus. Amen.

The Thanksgiving

The Confession and Absolution
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess
our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
P
C
P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

P O almighty God, merciful Father,
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them
and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless
mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and
death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful
to me, a poor, sinful being.
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you,
and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

The Post-Communion Collects
P Most merciful God, You gave Your eternal Word to become incarnate
of the pure Virgin. Grant Your people who have kept the feast of this
Most Holy Night, and who have received that same eternal Word in the
Holy Eucharist, the grace to put away fleshly lusts, and the strength to
persevere in the one, true faith that ever stands ready for Your Holy
Visitation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

P O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of
Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, we may with sure confidence behold Him
when He comes to be our Judge; through the same Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

The Salutation and Benedicamus

The Nunc Dimittis

The Service of the Word
The Introit

Ps. 98:1– 4; antiphon: Liturgical text; Is. 9:6

When all was still, and it was | midnight,*
your almighty Word, O Lord, descended from the | royal throne.
For to us a child is born, to us a son is | given;*
and the government shall be upon his | shoulder,
and his name shall be called Wonderful | Counselor,*
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace.
Oh sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done | marvelous things!*
His right hand and his holy arm have worked salva- | tion for him.
The Lord has made known his sal- | vation;*
he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the | nations.
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house
of | Israel.*
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation | of our God.
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, | all the earth;*
break forth into joyous song and sing | praises!
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
For to us a child is born, to us a son is | given;*
and the government shall be upon his | shoulder,
and his name shall be called Wonderful | Counselor,*
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace.
When all was still, and it was | midnight,*
your almighty Word, O Lord, descended from the | royal throne.

The Kyrie

The Gloria in Excelsis

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly

Text and Tune: Public domain

Stand

The Dismissal
P The holy and precious, true Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, strengthen and preserve you in true faith, unto life everlasting.
Depart in His T peace.
C Amen.

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

The Salutation and Collect of the Day

P O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness
of the true Light. Grant that as we have known the mysteries of
that Light on earth we may also come to the fullness of His joys in
heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Please be seated and carefully extinguish your candles

Text and Music: Public domain

The Old Testament Reading
Isaiah 9:2–7
2
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those
who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shined. 3You
have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide
the spoil. 4For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder,
the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.
5
For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire.
6
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government
shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7Of the
increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the
throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it
with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

The Gradual
Ps. 118:26a, 27a, 23
Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord!*
The Lord is God, and he has made his light to shine upon us.
This is the Lord's doing;*
it is marvelous in our eyes.

Distribution Hymns (Note: We will sing all the Distribution hymns)
A Great and Mighty Wonder

The Epistle
Titus 2:11–14
11
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 12training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to
live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, 13waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God
and Savior Jesus Christ, 14who gave himself for us to redeem us from
all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand

The Alleluia and Verse
Text and Music: Public domain

Angels We Have Heard on High
Choir: The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his | glory,*
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of | grace and truth.

The Holy Gospel

Luke 2:1–20

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 2nd Chapter

1

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the
world should be registered. 2This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all went to be registered, each to his
own town. 4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of
Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem,
because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5to be registered
with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6And while they were

Text and Music: Public domain

The Christmas Responsory
P In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God.
C He was in the beginning with God.
P All things were made through Him, and without Him was not any thing
made that was made.
C In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.
P The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
C And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen
His glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace
and truth.
Silence is observed to meditate upon the mystery of our Lord’s Holy Incarnation

The Pax Domini

The Agnus Dei

there, the time came for her to give birth. 7And she gave birth to her
firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
8
And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field,
keeping watch over their flock by night. 9And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they
were filled with fear. 10And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all the people. 11For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who
is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you: you will find a
baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,
14
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those
with whom he is pleased!”
15
When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this
thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16And
they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in
a manger. 17And when they saw it, they made known the saying that
had been told them concerning this child. 18And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured up all
these things, pondering them in her heart. 20And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as
it had been told them.
P This the Gospel of the Lord.

The Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made T man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and
the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples
and said: "Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This
do in remembrance of Me."
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this
cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of Me."

The Service of the Sacrament
(Please read the statement regarding Holy Communion on the back of the bulletin)

Sit

The Hymn of the Day: “What Child Is This”

The Preface

The Proper Preface
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting
God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word
made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things
which are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

The Sanctus

Text and Music: Public domain

The Sermon
Stand

The Offertory: “Silent Night, Holy Night” (stanza 3 without organ)

P Bless our country, all its citizens, and all who are in authority over us.
Cause Your glory to dwell among us, and let mercy, truth, and justice
prevail everywhere, that throughout our land people may come to know
the Prince of Peace. Oh, come, let us adore Him,
C Christ the Lord!
P Merciful God, we thank You for the joys of family and friends this season, together with the abundance of Your blessings. Open our hearts
and homes to the lonely and destitute that we may be Your instruments
of love and charity. Oh, come, let us adore Him,
C Christ the Lord!

Text and Music: Public domain

Sit

The Offering

366 “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” (Choir)
(If you have not done so already, please sign and share the Fellowship folders in the
pews to assist us in keeping accurate attendance records. Thank you.)

Stand

The Prayer of the Church
P Let us pray to God our Father and worship Christ our Savior, everlasting God and Mary's Son.
P Heavenly Father, to whom glory is sung in the highest and peace is
proclaimed to people on earth, give to Your holy Church the peace of
sins forgiven and Your continued favor and merciful good will. Oh,
come, let us adore Him,
C Christ the Lord!
P On Christmas night You sent the angels to preach the good news of
Jesus' birth. Give to all pastors of our Church courage to lead us boldly
to the Christ Child. Fill us with joy that we may each make known
abroad the glad tidings concerning this Child, that more may be given
faith to confess Him as Lord. Oh, come, let us adore Him,
C Christ the Lord!

P Remember, we pray, the homeless, hungry, and oppressed, and give
them hope. Protect the lonely and homebound of our parish, and grant
peace and healing to the sick, suffering, hospitalized, recovering, and
all those who have requested our prayers (including . . .). Guide the
journeys of those who travel. Comfort those who mourn. Create a new
and contrite heart in the erring and faith in those who have not heard
the good news. Oh, come, let us adore Him,
C Christ the Lord!
P Lord God, make a manger in the hearts of all who come to the altar that
they may treasure up and ponder the marvelous gifts of salvation You
give there through the very body and blood of the Lord Jesus. Oh,
come, let us adore Him,
C Christ the Lord!
P In the birth of Your Son, O God, You have clothed us with eternal life.
We remember with thanksgiving all those who have died in the faith.
Unite our voices with theirs that we may join the heavenly song of angels. Oh, come, let us adore Him,
C Christ the Lord!
P For all these things and whatever else You would have us ask, we implore You to hear us gracious Father, through Jesus Christ our Savior,
whom together with the Holy Spirit we praise, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

