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Welcome 
Welcome to the Lord’s House this morning for Divine Service.  Rejoice, for 

the Lord comes to you here in this place to give you His gifts of forgiveness, 

life, and salvation through His precious means of grace – His Holy Word and 

Sacraments.  We pray the Lord’s richest blessings upon you as you receive 

these Divine gifts.  Please take the time to fill out the Record of Fellowship 

form that is in the pew.  If you are visiting with us this morning, we want you 
to know that we are overjoyed that you are here.  Please make your visit 

known to us by introducing yourself to us after the Service and by signing the 

guest book that is in the hallway on the left as you leave the sanctuary.  The 

Lord be with us in Divine Service this morning! 
 

Holy Communion Practice 
• The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession 

and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not 

only bread and wine, but His very Body and Blood to eat and to drink for 

the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with 

one another.  In preparation for receiving this blessed Sacrament, you 

may refer to Martin Luther’s “Christian Questions with Their Answers” 

found on pages 329-330 in LSB.   

• Communicants at this altar are to be in full confessional fellowship with 

the  Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.  Any who are not yet instructed, 

in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congrega-

tion and the LCMS are  asked, out of love and Christian responsibility, to 

refrain from partaking with us this morning.  If you have any questions 

regarding Holy Communion, you are invited and encouraged to speak 

with the pastor before or after the Service.  

• See Matt. 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:14-20; 1 Cor. 11:17-34.     
 

Our Mission Statement 
The mission of Peace Lutheran Church is to welcome all people into the fel-

lowship of God’s love by proclaiming the forgiveness of sins through Jesus 

Christ and to nurture our members with God’s Holy Word and Sacraments. 
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“And immediately the king sent an executioner with 

orders to bring John’s head. He went and beheaded 

him in the prison and brought his head on a platter 

and gave it to the girl, and the girl gave it to her 

mother” (Mark 6:27-28). 
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LSB Divine Service 4, Page 203 
 

The Service of Preparation 
(Upon entering the nave, silence should be observed to allow all the opportunity to 

prayerfully prepare for the presence of the Lord and the reception of His gifts) 
 

Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells.  In 

the multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to 

worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord.  

Amen. 
 

The Prelude and Ringing of the Bells 
 

The Opening Hymn:  596 “All Christians Who Have Been Baptized” 
 

The Confession and Absolution (as printed here): 
 

P In the Name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true heart and confess 

our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.   
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination 
 

The Martyrdom of St. John the Baptist 
(From Treasury of Daily Prayer) 

 

In contrast to the Nativity of St. John the Baptist 

(observed on June 24), this festival commemorates his be-

heading by the tetrarch Herod Antipas (Mark 6:14-29).  

From the perspective of the world, it was an ignominious 

end to John the Baptist’s life.  Yet it was in fact a noble par-

ticipation in the cross of Christ, which was John’s greatest 

glory of all.  Christ Himself said that there had arisen non 

greater than John the Baptist (Matthew 11:11).  He was the 

last of the Old Testament prophets and also the herald of the 

New Testament.  As the forerunner of Christ, John fulfilled 

the prophecy that the great prophet Elijah would return be-

fore the great and terrible Day of the Lord (Malachi 4:5; 

Matthew 17:10-13).  By his preaching and Baptism of repen-

tance, John turned “the hearts of fathers to their children and 

the hearts of children to their fathers” (Malachi 4:6).  And in 

the footsteps of the prophets who had gone before him—in 

anticipation of the Christ whose way he prepared—this ser-

vant of the Lord manifested the cross by witness of his 

death.   



The Service of the Sacrament 
(Please read the statement regarding Holy Communion on the back of the bulletin) 

 

The Preface and Proper Preface (p. 208) 
 

The Sanctus (p. 208) 
 

The Prayer of Thanksgiving (p. 209) 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (p. 209) 
 

The Words of Our Lord (p. 209) 
 

The Pax Domini (p. 209) 
 

The Agnus Dei (p. 210) 
 

Communicants are invited to pray the following: 

Before receiving the Sacrament: 

Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink 

Your holy body and blood.  Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy 

Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy 

name; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.  Amen. 
 

Thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament: 

Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-

giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ.  Send Your Holy 

Spirit that, having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith 

obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with 

Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord.  Amen. 
 

Distribution Hymns 

639 “Wide Open Stand the Gates” 

676 “Behold a Host, Arrayed in White” 

743 “Jesus, Priceless Treasure” 
 

The Nunc Dimittis (p. 211) 
 

The Post-Communion Collect (p. 212) 
 

The Benedicamus and Benediction (p. 212) 
 

The Closing Hymn:   670 “Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones” 
 

The Postlude 
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P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniqui-

ties with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 

temporal and eternal punishment.  But I am heartily sorry for them 

and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless 

mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and 

death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merci-

ful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and or-

dained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 

and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit.   

C Amen. 
 

The Service of the Word 
 

The Introit                                                 Ps. 31:1, 3, 5; antiphon:  Rev. 7:14b 
 

 

 
 

These are the ones coming out of the great tribu- | lation.* 

     They have washed their robes and made them white in the  

     blood | of the Lamb. 

In you, O LORD, do I take refuge; let me never be | put to shame;* 

     in your righteousness de- | liver me. 

For you are my rock and my | fortress;* 

     and for your name’s sake you lead me and | guide me. 

Into your hand I commit my | spirit;* 

     you have redeemed me, O LORD, | faithful God. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

     and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

     is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
These are the ones coming out of the great tribu- | lation.* 

     They have washed their robes and made them white in the  

     blood | of the Lamb. 
 

The Kyrie (p. 204) 
 

The Gloria in Excelsis (p. 204) 
 

 

 



The Salutation and Collect of the Day (p. 205) 
Almighty God, You gave Your servant John the Baptist to be the fore-

runner of Your Son, Jesus Christ, in both his preaching of repentance 

and his innocent death.  Grant that we, who have died and risen with 

Christ in Holy Baptism, may daily repent of our sins, patiently suffer 

for the sake of the truth, and fearlessly bear witness to His victory over 

death; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

The First Reading                                                  Revelation 6:9-11 
9When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of 

those who had been slain for the word of God and for the witness they 

had borne. 10They cried out with a loud voice, “O Sovereign Lord, holy 

and true, how long before you will judge and avenge our blood on 

those who dwell on the earth?” 11Then they were each given a white 

robe and told to rest a little longer, until the number of their fellow ser-

vants and their brothers should be complete, who were to be killed as 

they themselves had been. 
 

The Gradual                                                     Ps. 34:9, 19, alt. 

Fear the LORD, you his saints, 

     for those who fear him lack nothing! 

Many are the afflictions of the righteous, 

     but the LORD delivers him out of them all. 
 

The Epistle                                                         Romans 6:1-5 
1What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may 

abound? 2By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 
3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ 

Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We were buried therefore with 

him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from 

the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of 

life.  5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall 

certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 
 

The Alleluia and Verse (p. 205) 
 

The Holy Gospel            Mark 6:14-29 
14King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ name had become known. 

Some said, “John the Baptist has been raised from the dead. That is 

why these miraculous powers are at work in him.” 15But others said, 

“He is Elijah.” And others said, “He is a prophet, like one of the proph-

ets of old.” 16But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom I be-

headed, has been raised.” 17For it was Herod who had sent and seized 

John and bound him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother 

Philip’s wife, because he had married her. 18For John had been saying 

to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” 19And 

Herodias had a grudge against him and wanted to put him to death. But 

she could not, 20for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a right-

eous and holy man, and he kept him safe. When he heard him, he was 

greatly perplexed, and yet he heard him gladly. 
21But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a ban-

quet for his nobles and military commanders and the leading men of 

Galilee. 22For when Herodias’s daughter came in and danced, she 

pleased Herod and his guests. And the king said to the girl, “Ask me 

for whatever you wish, and I will give it to you.” 23And he vowed to 

her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, up to half of my king-

dom.” 24And she went out and said to her mother, “For what should I 

ask?” And she said, “The head of John the Baptist.” 25And she came in 

immediately with haste to the king and asked, saying, “I want you to 

give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” 26And the 

king was exceedingly sorry, but because of his oaths and his guests he 

did not want to break his word to her. 27And immediately the king sent 

an executioner with orders to bring John’s head. He went and beheaded 

him in the prison 28and brought his head on a platter and gave it to the 

girl, and the girl gave it to her mother. 29When his disciples heard of it, 

they came and took his body and laid it in a tomb. 
 

The Nicene Creed (p. 206) 
 

The Hymn of the Day:  750 “If Thou But Trust in God to Guide Thee” 
 

The Sermon 
 

The Prayer of the Church (p. 207) 
P   Lord, in Your mercy, 

CCCC  hear our prayer. 
 

The Offering is gathered for the Lord’s work (p. 207) 
(If you have not done so already, please sign and share the Fellowship folders in the 

pews to assist us in keeping accurate attendance records.  Thank you.) 

 

 

 


