they have never heard?1 And how are they to hear without someone preaching?
'SAnd how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, "How beauti-
ful are the feet of those who preach the good news!" '°But they have not all

obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, "Lord, who has believed what he has heard @:I)B @ﬂmmemﬂ rat[ﬂn ﬂf

from us?" '"So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of

Christ. Mlartin Luther, Doctor and Confegsor
The Triple Alleluia (p. 190 - Top) 18 February Anno *I+ Domini 2008 ~ 12:00 p.m.

The Holy Gospel John 15:1-11

"I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. “Every branch of
mine that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit
he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. >Already you are clean because of the
word that I have spoken to you. *Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot
bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide
in me. °I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him,
he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. °If anyone
does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the
branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. "If you abide in me, and
my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. *By
this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disci-
ples. °As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. '"If
you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my
Father's commandments and abide in his love. ''These things I have spoken to
you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.

The Apostles’ Creed (p. 192)
The Hymn of the Day: 655 “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”
The Homily: “We Are All Beggars” (John 15:1-11)

Offerings are not gathered this morning. While the pastor prepares the Table for the
Holy Supper, you may spend time prayerfully preparing to receive the Blessed Sacrament
(vou may wish to read through Luther’s “Christian Questions . ..” on pp. 329-330).

The Prayer of the Church
[P) Lord, in Your mercy, (@ hear our prayer.

The Serbice of the Sacrament ]
(Communicants are to be in full confessional fellowship with the LCMS) q)eac e E’Vdng e ﬁca[ Lut ﬁeran C ﬁurc ﬁ

The Preface - Agnus Dei (pp. 194-199) 325 E. Warwick Dr. ~ Alma, Michigan ~ 48801
463-5754 ~ www.peacealma.org

Rev. Thomas C. Messer, Pastor

The Nunc Dimittis - Benediction (pp. 199-202) Home: 796-4453 ~ Cell: (989) 388-2037 ~ pastor@peacealma.org

The Distribution

The Postlude



The Commemoration of

Martin Luther, Boctor and Confessor
18 February Anno *I Domini 2008

DIVINE SERVICE 3, PAGE 184
The Serbice of Preparation

(Upon entering the nave, silence should be observed to allow all the opportunity to
prayerfully prepare for the presence of the Lord and the reception of His gifts)

The Prelude and Ringing of the Bells
The Confession and Absolution (pp. 184-185)

The Serbice of the Pord

The Introit Ps. 46:7-11; antiphon: Ps. 46:1-2

f 4 *

o &

W‘—d——u—,ﬁi

God is our ref- | uge and strength,*
a very present help in | trouble.
Therefore we will not fear though the | earth gives way,*
though the mountains be moved into the heart | of the sea.
The LORD of hosts is | with us;*
the God of Jacob is our | fortress.
Come, behold the works | of the LORD,*
how he has brought desolutions | on the earth.
He makes wars cease to the end | of the earth;*
he breaks the bow and shatters the spear; he burns the chariots | with fire.
“Be still, and know that | I am God.*
I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted | in the earth!”
The Lord of hosts is | with us;*
the God of Jacob is our | fortress.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
God is our ref- | uge and strength,*
a very present help in | trouble.
Therefore we will not fear though the | earth gives way,*
though the mountains be moved into the heart | of the sea.

J

The Kyrie (p. 186)

The Gloria in Excelsis (pp. 187-189)

The Salutation and Collect of the Day (p. 189)

O Lord God, heavenly Father, You raised up Martin Luther to rediscover
Your Holy Gospel in the midst of those who had abandoned its saving truth.
Pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your faithful people, keep them steadfast in
Your grace and truth, protect and comfort them in all temptation, defend them
against all enemies of Your Word, and bestow on Christ’s Church Militant
Your saving peace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

The Old Testament Reading Isaiah 55:6-11

6vSeek the LORD while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; 'let
the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return
to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him, and to our God, for he will
abundantly pardon. ®For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your
ways my ways, declares the LORD. °For as the heavens are higher than the
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your
thoughts. '"For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not
return there but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to
the sower and bread to the eater, ''so shall my word be that goes out from my
mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I pur-
pose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.

The Gradual
Great is the Lord and greatly | to be praised*
in the city | of our God!
Walk about Zion, go around her, number her | towers,*
consider well her ramparts, go through her | citadels,
that you may tell the next gener- | ation*
that this is God, our God forever and | ever.

Ps. 48:1a, 12-14a

The Epistle Romans 10:5-17

°For Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on the law, that the
person who does the commandments shall live by them. °But the righteousness
based on faith says, "Do not say in your heart, 'Who will ascend into
heaven?"(that is, to bring Christ down) ’or "Who will descend into the
abyss?"(that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). *But what does it say? "The
word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart" (that is, the word of faith that
we proclaim); *because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. '°For
with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and
is saved. ''For the Scripture says, "Everyone who believes in him will not be put
to shame." '“For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is
Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him. "“For "everyone who
calls on the name of the Lord will be saved." '*But how are they to call on him
in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom



