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Welcome 
Welcome to the Lord’s House this morning for Divine Service.  Rejoice, for 

the Lord comes to you here in this place to give you His gifts of forgiveness, 

life, and salvation through His precious means of grace – His Holy Word and 

Sacraments.  We pray the Lord’s richest blessings upon you as you receive 

these Divine gifts.  Please take the time to fill out the Record of Fellowship 

form that is in the pew.  If you are visiting with us this morning, we want you 

to know that we are overjoyed that you are here.  Please make your visit 

known to us by introducing yourself to us after the Service and by signing the 

guest book that is in the hallway on the left as you leave the nave.  The Lord 

be with us in Divine Service this morning! 
 

Holy Communion Practice 

• The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession 

and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not 

only bread and wine, but His very Body and Blood to eat and to drink for 

the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with 

one another.  In preparation for receiving this blessed Sacrament, you 

may refer to Martin Luther’s “Christian Questions with Their Answers” 

found on pages 329-330 in LSB.   

• Communicants at this altar are to be in full confessional fellowship with 

the  Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.  Any who are not yet instructed, 

in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congrega-

tion and the LCMS are  asked, out of love and Christian responsibility, to 

refrain from partaking with us this morning.  If you have any questions 

regarding Holy Communion, you are invited and encouraged to speak 

with the pastor before or after the Service.  

• See Matt. 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:14-20; 1 Cor. 11:17-34.     
 

Our Mission Statement 
The mission of Peace Lutheran Church is to welcome all people into the fel-

lowship of God’s love by proclaiming the forgiveness of sins through Jesus 

Christ and to nurture our members with God’s Holy Word and Sacraments. 
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“Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his 

son.  But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, 

‘Abraham, Abraham!’ And he said, ‘Here am I.’ 
 
He said, ‘Do not lay 

your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear 

God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from 

me.’”(Genesis 22:10-12) 
The chant tone, introit, collect, and gradual are from Lutheran Service Book, Altar Book © 2006 CPH.  Unless otherwise indicated, all 
Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News 

Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  This bulletin was created using Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 CPH. 

Peace Evangelical Lutheran ChurchPeace Evangelical Lutheran ChurchPeace Evangelical Lutheran ChurchPeace Evangelical Lutheran Church 

325 E. Warwick Dr. ~ Alma, Michigan ~ 48801 

463-5754 ~ www.peacealma.org 

Email:  contact@peacealma.org 
Office Hours Tues 10-2, Thurs 11:30-12:30, Fri 10-2 

Rev. Thomas C. Messer, Pastor 

Home:  463-3093 ~ Cell:  (989) 388-2037 



Judica 
The Fifth Sunday in Lent 

25 March Anno TTTT Domini 2012 

 

 
 

LSB Divine Service 1, Page 151 
 

The Service of Preparation 
(Upon entering the nave, silence should be observed to allow all the opportunity to 

prayerfully prepare for the presence of the Lord and the reception of His gifts) 
 

Preparatory Prayer 
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells.  In 

the multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to 

worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord.  

Amen. 
 

The Prelude and Ringing of the Bells 

(The congregation stands at the Ringing of the Bells and faces the processional 

cross.  It is customary to continue facing the cross as it is processed in, and to bow 

your head and make the sign of the cross in reverence and admiration to the Lord as 

it passes your pew.  The same applies for the recessional as Service concludes.)   
 

The Processional Hymn:  564 “Christ Sits at God’s Right Hand” 
 

The Confession and Absolution (p. 151) 

 

From Martin Luther’s Sermon for 

Judica - Lent 5 
John 8:46-59 

 

Therefore Christ proceeds farther and gives the ground and reason 

why it is just his Word and not the word of anyone else, that giveth 

life, and says it is because he was before Abraham, or in other words, 

because he was the one true God. For if the person who offered himself 

as a sacrifice for us were not God, it would not help or avail anything, 

even if he were born of the Virgin Mary and suffered a thousand 

deaths. But the fact that the Seed of Abraham, who gave himself for us, 

is also true God, secures blessing and victory for all sinners. Therefore 

Christ speaks not of his human nature that they saw and experienced; 

for they could easily see he was not yet fifty years of age, and did not 

live before Abraham. But with that nature by which he existed long 

before the time of Abraham, by which he existed also before all crea-

tures and before the whole world. Just as he was man according to his 

spiritual nature before Abraham, that is, in his Word and in the 

knowledge of faith was he in the saints; for they all knew and believed 

that Christ, as God and man, should suffer for us, as is written in Heb 

13,8: “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today, yea and for ever;” 

and in the Revelation of John, 13,8: “The Lamb of God that hath been 

slain from the foundation of the world.” Yet now he is speaking here 

especially of his divine nature. 



The Service of the Sacrament 
(Please read the statement regarding Holy Communion on the back of the bulletin) 

 

The Preface and Proper Preface (pp. 160-161) 
 

The Sanctus (p. 161) 
 

The Prayer of Thanksgiving (p. 161) 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (p. 162) 
 

The Words of Our Lord (p. 162) 
 

The Pax Domini (p. 163) 
 

The Agnus Dei (P. 163) 
 

Communicants are invited to pray the following: 

Before receiving the Sacrament: 

Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy 

body and blood.  Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith 

for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament: 

Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving 

body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ.  Send Your Holy Spirit that, having 

with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy 

Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through 

Jesus Christ, my Lord.  Amen. 
 

Distribution Hymns 

624 “The Infant Priest Was Holy Born” 

431 “Not All the Blood of Beasts” 

437 “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed” 
 

The Post-Communion Canticle:  Nunc Dimittis (p. 165) 
(NOTE:  The “Glory be to the Father . . .” is omitted this morning.  The Nunc Dimittis 

ends with “. . . the glory of Your people Israel.”)  
 

The Post-Communion Collect (p. 166) 
 

The Benediction (p. 166) 
 

The Recessional Hymn:  547 “The Lamb” 
 

The Postlude 
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The Service of the Word 
 

The Introit                                                    Ps. 43:3-5; antiphon:  Ps. 43:1-2a 
Note:  As we begin Passiontide today, the Gloria Patri is omitted within the Introit and 

will not return until Easter morning.  The congregation chants two verses in a row, as 

indicated, to keep the beginning and the ending of the Introit uniform. 
 

 
 

 
Vindicate me, | O God,* 

     and defend my cause against an ungodly | people, 

from the deceitful and unjust man de- | liver me!* 

     For you are the God in whom I take | refuge. 

Send out your light and your truth; let them | lead me;* 

     let them bring me to your holy hill and to your | dwelling! 

Then I will go to the altar of God, to God my ex- | ceeding joy,* 

     and I will praise you with the lyre, O | God, my God. 

Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you in turmoil  

with- | in me?* 

     Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, my salvation | and my God. 

Vindicate me, | O God,* 

     and defend my cause against an ungodly | people, 

from the deceitful and unjust man de- | liver me!* 

     For you are the God in whom I take | refuge. 
 

The Kyrie (pp. 152-153) 
 

The Hymn of Praise is Omitted during Lent 
 

The Salutation and Collect of the Day (p. 156) 

Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your 

people that we may be governed and preserved evermore in body and 

soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

The Old Testament Reading             Genesis 22:1-14 
1After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And 

he said, “Here am I.” 2He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you 

love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on 

one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 3So Abraham rose early in the 

morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his 

son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the 

place of which God had told him. 4On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes 

and saw the place from afar. 5Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here 

with the donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and come again 



to you.” 6And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on 

Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went 

both of them together. 7And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” 

And he said, “Here am I, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, 

but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8Abraham said, “God will 

provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both 

of them together. 
9When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built 

the altar there and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid 

him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10Then Abraham reached out his hand 

and took the knife to slaughter his son. 11But the angel of the LORD called to 

him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” 
12He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I 

know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only 

son, from me.” 13And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, 

behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went 

and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14So 

Abraham called the name of that place, “The LORD will provide”; as it is said 

to this day, “On the mount of the LORD it shall be provided.” 
 

The Gradual           Ps. 143:9a, 10a; 18:48a, c 

Deliver me from my enemies, O LORD! 

     Teach me to do your will, for you are my God! 

[You] delivered me from my enemies; 

     you rescued me from the man of violence. 
 

The Epistle                                                                       Hebrews 9:11-15 
11But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have 

come, then through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, 

that is, not of this creation) 12he entered once for all into the holy places, not 

by means of the blood of goats and calves but by means of his own blood, 

thus securing an eternal redemption. 13For if the sprinkling of defiled persons 

with the blood of goats and bulls and with the ashes of a heifer sanctifies for 

the purification of the flesh, 14how much more will the blood of Christ, who 

through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify our 

conscience from dead works to serve the living God.        
15Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are 

called may receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has 

occurred that redeems them from the transgressions committed under the first 

covenant. 
 

The Tract       (During Lent, the Alleluia is replaced by the Tract)       Ps. 129:1-4 

(Choir) “Greatly have they afflicted me from my youth”—let Israel now say—

“Greatly have they afflicted me from my youth, yet they have not prevailed against 

me. The plowers plowed upon my back; they made long their furrows.” The LORD is 

righteous; he has cut the cords of the wicked. 

The Holy Gospel                          John 8:42-59 
42Jesus said to them,  “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I 

came from God and I am here. I came not of my own accord, but he sent me. 
43Why do you not understand what I say? It is because you cannot bear to 

hear my word. 44You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your 

father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and has nothing to do 

with the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of 

his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 45But because I tell the 

truth, you do not believe me.”  46Which one of you convicts me of sin? If I 

tell the truth, why do you not believe me? 47Whoever is of God hears the 

words of God. The reason why you do not hear them is that you are not of 

God.” 
48Then Jews answered him, “Are we not right in saying that you are a 

Samaritan and have a demon?” 49Jesus answered,  “I do not have a demon, 

but I honor my Father, and you dishonor me. 50Yet I do not seek my own 

glory; there is One who seeks it, and he is the judge. 51Truly, truly, I say to 

you, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death.” 52The Jews said to 

him, “Now we know that you have a demon! Abraham died, as did the 

prophets, yet you say,  ‘If anyone keeps my word, he will never taste death.’ 
53Are you greater than our father Abraham, who died? And the prophets died! 

Who do you make yourself out to be?” 54Jesus answered,  “If I glorify myself, 

my glory is nothing. It is my Father who glorifies me, of whom you say, ‘He 

is our God.’ 55But you have not known him. I know him. If I were to say that 

I do not know him, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and I keep 

his word. 56Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw 

it and was glad.” 57So the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty years old, 

and have you seen Abraham?” 58Jesus said to them,  “Truly, truly, I say to 

you, before Abraham was, I am.” 59So they picked up stones to throw at him, 

but Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple. 
 

The Apostles’ Creed (p. 159) 
 

The Hymn of the Day:  430 “My Song Is Love Unknown”  
 

The Sermon  
 

The Prayer of the Church (p. 159) 

A  Let us pray . . . �� ���� � � � 

P  . . . through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

CCCC  Amen 
 

The Offering           (“Lamb of God” - Choir;  solo, Paige Harwager) 
(Please sign and share the Fellowship folders in the pews to assist us in keeping 

accurate attendance records.  Thank you.) 
 

The Offertory (pp. 159-160) 

 


