
Welcome 

Welcome to the Lord’s House this evening for Service.  Tonight, we con-

tinue to observe the penitential season of Lent.  Lent is: 

• a time in which God’s baptized people cleanse their hearts through the 

disciplines of repentance, prayer, fasting, and almsgiving; 

• a time in which God’s people prepare with joy for the paschal feast of 

Easter; 

• a time in which God renews His people’s zeal in faith and life; 

• a time in which we pray that we may be given the fullness of grace that 

belongs to the children of God. 

If you are visiting with us this evening, we are overjoyed that you are here.  

Please make your visit known to us by signing the guest book which is in 

the hallway on the left as you exit the nave.  The Lord be with you this eve-

ning and throughout this Lententide, that you may be led to true repentance 

and faith in the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  Amen! 

 

An Introduction to Vespers 

Vespers, meaning “evening” (from the Latin vespera), was originally 

known as lucernarium, as candles or lamps were lit in the course of its lit-

urgy.  Vespers was originally part of the night office, but by the time of St. 

Benedict (ca. AD 480-543), it was transferred to the early evening or late 

afternoon.  Along with Matins (the corresponding morning Service), Luther 

retained Vespers as a daily office of preaching, praise, and prayer.  In struc-

ture, Vespers is very similar to Matins, as both services provide for praise 

of God in psalmody, hymns, and canticles; the opportunity for the reading 

and proclamation of God’s Word; and space for the prayers of the faithful. 

—Treasury of Daily Prayer, p. O-11 

 

“The Wound of Betrayal” 

During Lent, we focus on our Lord Jesus Christ, who became wounded 

with our sin and death in order to heal us from those very wounds.  To-

night, we concentrate on a most painful wound:  betrayal.  No strong bra-

vado can overcome the wound of betrayal.  However, when our Lord Jesus 

Christ suffers the wound of our betrayal, He heals us and restores us to 

faith in our heavenly Father.   

 

Our Mission Statement 

The mission of Peace Lutheran Church is to welcome all people into the 

fellowship of God’s love by proclaiming the forgiveness of sins through 

Jesus Christ and to nurture our members with God’s Holy Word and Sacra-

ments. 
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LSB ORDER OF VESPERS, Page 229 
 

The Service of Preparation 
(Upon entering the nave, silence should be observed to allow all the opportunity to 

prayerfully prepare for the presence of the Lord and the reception of His gifts) 
 

Preparatory Prayers 
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory 

dwells.  In the multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart that I may 

enter Your house to worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus 

Christ, my God and Lord.  Amen. 

 

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in 

spirit and in truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the 

preaching of Your Word so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus 

Christ as my Savior, and grow in grace and holiness.  Hear me for the sake of 

His name.  Amen. 

 

Prelude and Ringing of the Bells 
(The congregation stands at the conclusion of the Ringing of the Bells for the Open-

ing Versicles) 

 

Collect for Peace 

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just 

works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, 

that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, 

being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and qui-

etness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 

 

 

 

Benedicamus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Benediction 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Sit 
 

The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ Drawn from the Four Gospels 

Part I:  The Lord’s Supper 
(At the conclusion of the reading, the acolytes and pastor depart the nave.  

 After they have departed, the congregation departs in silence.) 
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Collects 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Collect of the Day 

Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made 

and forgive the sins of all who are penitent.  Create in us new and con-

trite hearts that, lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretched-

ness, we may receive from You full pardon and forgiveness; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

 

 

 

Additional Collect 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we give You most humble and 

hearty thanks that You have given Your only-begotten Son to bear our 

sins and to make atonement for us on the cross.  We pray that, by Your 

grace, You would grant us to put our whole trust in His redemption, 

that our faith in You would be strengthened and our souls comforted, 

and that we be enabled to resist all the assaults of sin.  Protect us 

against the devices of the evil one.  In all temptations keep us by Your 

Holy Spirit and help us to walk according to Your Word, that, being 

guarded and defended by Your mighty power, we may never depart 

from Your ways but in the end be saved by Your grace; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

Opening Versicles 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Psalmody 
 

Psalm 4 (antiphon: v. 4) 

 

 

 
 

Be angry, and | do not sin;* 

     ponder in your own hearts on your beds, and be | silent. 

Offer right sacri- | fices,* 

     and put your trust | in the LORD. 

Answer me when I call, O God of my righteousness!  You have given 

me relief when I was | in distress.* 

     Be gracious to me and | hear my prayer! 

O men, how long shall my honor be turned | into shame?* 

     How long will you love vain words and seek | after lies? 

But know that the LORD has set apart the godly | for himself;* 

     the LORD hears when I | call to him. 

There are many who say, “Who will show | us some good?* 

     Lift up the light of your face upon us, | O LORD!” 

You have put more joy | in my heart* 

     than they have when their grain and | wine abound. 

In peace I will both lie | down and sleep;* 

     for you alone, O LORD, make me dwell in | safety. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

     and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

     is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Be angry, and | do not sin;* 

     ponder in your own hearts on your beds, and be | silent. 

Offer right sacri- | fices,* 

     and put your trust | in the LORD. 
 

Sit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Prayer 
The Kyrie 
 

 

 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
CCCC    Our Father who art in heaven,  

      hallowed be Thy name,  

      Thy kingdom come,  

      Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  

      give us this day our daily bread;  

      and forgive us our trespasses  

           as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

      and lead us not into temptation,  

      but deliver us from evil.   

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  

      forever and ever.  Amen. 

 



Canticle 
Antiphon—Common 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Magnificat ~ Song of Mary 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Office Hymn:  421 “Jesus, Grant that Balm and Healing” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text (sts. 1–5) and Music: Public domain 
 

Readings 
The First Reading                           2 Samuel 15:1-6 

1After this Absalom got himself a chariot and horses, and fifty men to run 

before him. 2And Absalom used to rise early and stand beside the way of the 

gate. And when any man had a dispute to come before the king for judgment, 

5 O my God, my rock and tower, 

    Grant that in Your death I trust, 

Knowing death has lost its power 

    Since You crushed it in the dust. 

Savior, let Your agony 

Ever help and comfort me; 

    When I die be my protection, 

    Light and life and resurrection. 



Absalom would call to him and say, “From what city are you?” And when he 

said, “Your servant is of such and such a tribe in Israel,” 3Absalom would say 

to him, “See, your claims are good and right, but there is no man designated 

by the king to hear you.” 4Then Absalom would say, “Oh that I were judge in 

the land! Then every man with a dispute or cause might come to me, and I 

would give him justice.” 5And whenever a man came near to pay homage to 

him, he would put out his hand and take hold of him and kiss him. 6Thus Ab-

salom did to all of Israel who came to the king for judgment. So Absalom 

stole the hearts of the men of Israel. 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

The Second Reading             Revelation 2:1-7 
1“To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: ‘The words of him who 

holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks among the seven golden 

lampstands. 

 2“‘I know your works, your toil and your patient endurance, and how 

you cannot bear with those who are evil, but have tested those who call them-

selves apostles and are not, and found them to be false. 3I know you are en-

during patiently and bearing up for my name’s sake, and you have not grown 

weary. 4But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the love you 

had at first. 5Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent, and do 

the works you did at first. If not, I will come to you and remove your lamp-

stand from its place, unless you repent. 6Yet this you have: you hate the 

works of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 7He who has an ear, let him hear 

what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who conquers I will grant to 

eat of the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.’ 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

The Third Reading                                                        Matthew 26:20-25 
20When it was evening, he reclined at table with the twelve. 21And 

as they were eating, he said, “Truly, I say to you, one of you will be-

tray me.” 22And they were very sorrowful and began to say to him one 

after another, “Is it I, Lord?” 23He answered, “He who has dipped his 

hand in the dish with me will betray me. 24The Son of Man goes as it is 

written of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is be-

trayed! It would have been better for that man if he had not been born.” 
25Judas, who would betray him, answered, “Is it I, Rabbi?” He said to 

him, “You have said so.” 
P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

P In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the 

prophets. 

C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 

Responsory—Lent                                                   Psalm 51:14; 59:1; 141:8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hymn:  450 “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” (stzs. 1-2) 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, number 100010335. 
Music: Public domain 

 

 

The Sermon:  “The Wound of Betrayal” (Matt. 26:20-25) 
 

The Offering is gathered for the Lord’s work 
(If you have not done so already, please sign and share the Fellowship folders in the 

pews to assist us in keeping accurate attendance records.  Thank you.) 

 

Stand 

 


