
Welcome 
Welcome to the Lord’s House this Holy (Maundy) Thursday evening for Divine 

Service.  This night is known as Holy Thursday, for it is on this night that Jesus 

shows His love for the world as He begins His Passion, which will end with His 

death on the cross.  But, before He retreats to Gethsemane to begin His Passion, 

He does an amazing thing – He institutes the Holy Sacrament of His Body and 

Blood for the forgiveness of sins.  It is the institution of this Blessed Sacrament 

which shall be our focus this evening, for it is through the ongoing reception of 

Christ’s very Body and Blood that Jesus continues to show His love for us by 

strengthening and preserving our faith in Him. 

 

This night is also known as Maundy Thursday, which gets its name from the 

Latin word mandatum, meaning “command.”  On this night, Jesus told His disci-

ples, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; just as I 

have loved you, you also are to love one another” (John 13:34).   

 

The Stripping of the Altar 

The Service will conclude with the sacred Stripping of the Altar this evening, 

which symbolizes the beginning of Jesus’ Passion as He is betrayed, taken into 

custody, humiliated at the hands of the soldiers, falsely accused, tried, and sen-

tenced to death.  As we begin to meditate upon our Lord’s Passion, the church is 

emptied of its ornamental beauty and darkened.  It will remain so until Easter 

morning when we come together to celebrate our Lord’s glorious Resurrection.      

 

Holy Communion Practice 

• The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and 

glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only 

bread and wine, but His very Body and Blood to eat and to drink for the for-

giveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another.  

In preparation for receiving this blessed Sacrament, you may refer to Martin 

Luther’s “Christian Questions with Their Answers” found on pages 329-330 

in LSB.   

• Communicants at this altar are to be in full confessional fellowship with the  

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.  Any who are not yet instructed, in 

doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and 

the LCMS are  asked, out of love and Christian responsibility, to refrain from 

partaking with us this morning.  If you have any questions regarding Holy 

Communion, you are invited and encouraged to speak with the pastor before 

or after the Service.  

• See Matt. 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:14-20; 1 Cor. 11:17-34.     

 

Our Mission Statement 

The mission of Peace Lutheran Church is to welcome all people into the fellow-

ship of God’s love by proclaiming the forgiveness of sins through Jesus Christ 

and to nurture our members with God’s Holy Word and Sacraments. 

Holy (Maundy) Thursday 
9 April Anno TTTT Domini 2009 ~ 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“Take, eat.  This is My Body.  Take, drink.  This is My Blood.” 
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LSB Divine Service 1, Page 151 
 

The Service of Preparation 
(Upon entering the nave, silence should be observed to allow all the opportunity to 

prayerfully prepare for the presence of the Lord and the reception of His gifts) 
 

Preparatory Prayers  

Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells.  In 

the multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to 

worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord.  

Amen. 

 

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and 

in truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word 

so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my Savior, and grow in 

grace and holiness.  Hear me for the sake of His name.  Amen. 

 

The Prelude and Ringing of the Bells 
(The congregation stands at the Ringing of the Bells and faces the processional 

cross.  It is customary to continue facing the cross as it is processed in, and to bow 

your head and make the sign of the cross in reverence and admiration to the Lord as 

it passes your pew.)   
 

The Processional Hymn:  

439 “O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken” (stanzas 1-5) 
 

The Confession and Absolution (p. 151) 

From Martin Luther’s 1529 Holy Week  

Sermon Series on the Lord’s Supper 
 

But then the devil comes with annoying fanatics who take the Sac-

rament away totally, where the papists only took half.  At least the 

pope left half of the Sacrament and confessed it as a Sacrament.  The 

Enthusiasts, who now rattle around in the Sacrament, attack it in 

league with the devil and fill a great part of the world with their fanati-

cism.  The papists and scholastics still clung to the true body and blood 

of Christ, but the fanatics deny it and destroy the entire Sacrament.  

Against this you must defend yourself with the clear and plain words:  

“He took bread, gave thanks, broke it and gave it to them, saying, 

‘Take and eat.’”  These are straightforward and clear words:  He had 

the bread in his hands.  Therefore you can understand what he is talk-

ing about when he says, “Take and eat.”  He must be speaking about 

the bread, and he specially repeats himself by saying, “Take and eat!”  

Taking bread in your hands is not a dream or an illusion but a true 

work.  And he broke it, that is, he himself gave it and commanded 

them:  “Eat.” 

And while he commands us to eat and drink, he says:  “This is my 

body,” “This is my blood.”  No language on earth can express anything 

other than that this bread is Christ’s body.  So that there can be no ex-

cuse for misinterpretation, he adds that it is the body which is “given 

for you” and the blood which is “shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins.”  We certainly have no other body that accomplishes this than the 

body of Christ.  Because of this they cannot deny that it is Christ’s 

body in the Lord’s Supper.  They insist that it is figurative speech!  

However, as I have already said, one should not change God’s 

words—not even a letter.  In the entire Scripture, it is unheard of that 

“it is” should mean “it signifies.”  For this reason stick with the words.  

Then you will be sure that Christ took the bread, broke and gave it, and 

spoke over it:  It is his body.  Stick with the words; he will not deceive 

you! 

Here we must separate our reason from God’s Word.  You must 

put out the eyes of reason and toss them into the pit of hell.  Instead 

you must let God’s Word be true and cling to it with closed eyes and 

ears.  This is the flaw of the fanatical spirits in this matter, that they let 

their reason advise whether it is possible that bread and wine can be 

body and blood . . . Do not admit the whore reason with this question 

as they do.  Stick with the words.  This is Christ’s body!  How it hap-

pens and how it is possible, that I do not know.  But, faith knows it is 

true, for faith, not reason, clings to Christ’s Word!     



The Stripping of the Altar (Psalm 22 is read)  
After the Stripping of the Altar is concluded, there will be a 10 minute period of si-

lence before any lights are turned on, any clean-up begun, or any rehearsals are 

held, so that those who wish to “watch and pray” may do so undisturbed.  Those who 

depart, do so maintaining this silence. 
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SOME EARLY CHURCH FATHERS ON THE REAL  

PRESENCE OF CHRIST IN THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
 

St. Ignatius of Antioch (c. 35—c. 107) 
There is no pleasure for me in any meats that perish, or in the delights of this life; I 

am fain for the bread of God, even the flesh of Jesus Christ, who is the seed of David; 

and for my drink I crave the blood which is love imperishable. 

 

St. Justin Martyr (c. 100—c. 165) 
No one may share in the Eucharist except those who believe in the truth of our teach-

ings and have been washed in the bath which confers forgiveness of sins and rebirth, 

and who live according to Christ’s commands.  For we do not receive this food as 

ordinary bread and as ordinary drink; but just as Jesus Christ our Savior became flesh 

through the word of God, and assumed flesh and blood for our salvation, so too we 

are taught that the food over which the prayer of thanksgiving, the word received 

from Christ, has been said, the food which nourishes our flesh and blood by assimila-

tion, is the flesh and blood of this Jesus who became flesh. 

 

St. Cyril of Jerusalem (c. 313—387) 
So let us partake with the fullest confidence that it is the body and blood of Christ.  

For his body has been bestowed on you under the figure of bread, and his blood un-

der the figure of wine, so that by partaking of Christ’s body and blood you may be-

come one body and blood with him.  This is how we become bearers of Christ, since 

his body and blood spreads throughout our limbs; this is how, in the blessed Peter’s 

words, “we become partakers of the divine nature” (2 Pet. 1:4).   

 

St. Ambrose (c. 339—397) 
What a great and, indeed, divine miracle that God showered down the manna from 

heaven on his people, who ate it without having to work!  Perhaps you will say:  

“Mine is only an ordinary kind of bread.”  Yes, indeed, it is mere bread before the 

sacramental words.  But once the word of consecration has been added, what was 

bread becomes Christ’s flesh!   

 

St. Gaudentius of Brescia (4th—5th century) 
All you, who escape from the enslavement of Egypt and Pharaoh—that is, the 

Devil—discern with the fervent longing of a religious heart this paschal sacrifice of 

salvation.  Receive it with us so that he whom we believe to be present in his sacra-

ments, our Lord Jesus Christ himself, may make our inmost hearts holy.  The power 

of his priceless sacrifice remains forever. 

The Service of the Word 
 

The Introit                   Ps. 67:1-3, 6b-7; antiphon:  Gal. 6:14b; Liturgical Text 
 

 

 
 

But far be it from | me to boast* 

     except in the cross of our Lord | Jesus Christ. 

In him is salvation, life, and resurrection | from the dead;* 

     by him we are redeemed and set at | liberty. 

May God be gracious to us and | bless us* 

     and make his face to shine up- | on us, 

that your way may be | known on earth,* 

     your saving power among all | nations. 

Let the peoples praise you, | O God;* 

     let all the peoples | praise you! 

God, our God, shall | bless us.* 

     God shall bless us; let all the ends of the earth | fear him! 

But far be it from | me to boast* 

     except in the cross of our Lord | Jesus Christ. 

In him is salvation, life, and resurrection | from the dead;* 

     by him we are redeemed and set at | liberty. 
 

The Kyrie (pp. 152-153) 
 

The Hymn of Praise:  Gloria in Excelsis (p. 154) 
 

The Salutation and Collect of the Day (p. 156) 

O Lord, in this wondrous Sacrament You have left us a remembrance 

of Your passion.  Grant that we may so receive the sacred mystery of 

Your body and blood that the fruits of Your redemption may continu-

ally be manifest in us; for You live and reign with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

The Old Testament Reading          Exodus 24:3-11 
3Moses came and told the people all the words of the Lord and all 

the just decrees. And all the people answered with one voice and said, 

“All the words that the Lord has spoken we will do.” 4And Moses 

wrote down all the words of the Lord. He rose early in the morning and 

built an altar at the foot of the mountain, and twelve pillars, according 

to the twelve tribes of Israel. 5And he sent young men of the people of 

Israel, who offered burnt offerings and sacrificed peace offerings of 

oxen to the Lord. 6And Moses took half of the blood and put it in ba-



sins, and half of the blood he threw against the altar. 7Then he took the 

Book of the Covenant and read it in the hearing of the people. And 

they said, “All that the Lord has spoken we will do, and we will be 

obedient.” 8And Moses took the blood and threw it on the people and 

said, “Behold the blood of the covenant that the Lord has made with 

you in accordance with all these words.” 
9Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the eld-

ers of Israel went up, 10and they saw the God of Israel. There was un-

der his feet as it were a pavement of sapphire stone, like the very 

heaven for clearness. 11And he did not lay his hand on the chief men of 

the people of Israel; they beheld God, and ate and drank. 

 

The Gradual          Ps. 111:4-5; John 6:55-56 

He has caused his wondrous works to be re- | membered;* 

     the Lord is gracious and | merciful. 

He provides food for those who | fear him;* 

     he remembers his covenant for- | ever. 

 

The Epistle                                                              1 Corinthians 11:23-32 
23For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the 

Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24and when 

he had given thanks, he broke it, and said,  “This is my body which is 

for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way also he 

took the cup, after supper, saying,  “This cup is the new covenant in 

my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the 

Lord’s death until he comes. 
27Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord 

in an unworthy manner will be guilty of profaning the body and blood 

of the Lord. 28Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the 

bread and drink of the cup. 29For anyone who eats and drinks without 

discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself. 30That is why 

many of you are weak and ill, and some have died. 31But if we judged 

ourselves truly, we would not be judged. 32But when we are judged by 

the Lord, we are disciplined so that we may not be condemned along 

with the world. 
 

The Lenten Verse (p. 157) 
 

The Holy Gospel                  John 13:1-15, 34-35 
1Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his 

hour had come to depart out of this world to the Father, having loved 

Communicants are invited to pray the following: 

Before receiving the Sacrament: 

Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your 

holy body and blood.  Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament 

in faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live 

and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament: 

Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving 

body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ.  Send Your Holy Spirit that, hav-

ing with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally 

enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ, my Lord.  Amen. 
 

Distribution Hymns 

634 “The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord” 

439 “O Dearest Jesus . . .” (stanzas 6-10) 

436 “Go to Dark Gethsemane” 

446 “Jesus, Greatest at the Table” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Post-Communion Canticle:  Nunc Dimittis (p. 165) 
 

The Post-Communion Collect (p. 166) 
 

The Benediction is Omitted this evening (the next time we will hear 

the Benediction is at the conclusion of Divine Service on Easter 

morning) 
 

The Closing Hymn:  439 “O Dearest Jesus . . .” (stanzas 11-15) 
 

 



P But what should you do if you are not aware of this need and have 

no hunger and thirst for the Sacrament? 

CCCC To such a person no better advice can be given than this:  First, 

he should touch his body to see if he still has flesh and blood. 

Then he should believe what the Scriptures say of it in Gala-

tians 5 and Romans 7.  Second, he should look around to see 

whether he is still in the world, and remember that there will 

be no lack of sin and trouble, as the Scriptures say in John 15 

and 16 and in First John 2 and 5.  Third, he will certainly have 

the devil also around him, who with his lying and murdering 

day and night will let him have no peace, within or without, as 

the Scriptures picture him in John 8 and 16; First Peter 5; 

Ephesians 6; and Second Timothy 2. 

 

P Note: These questions and answers are no child's play, but are 

drawn up with great earnestness of purpose by the venerable and 

devout Dr. Luther for both young and old. Let each one pay atten-

tion and consider it a serious matter; for St. Paul writes to the Gala-

tians in chapter six: "Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked." 
 

The Prayer of the Church (p. 159) 

P  Lord, in Your mercy;  CCCC  hear our prayer. 
 

The Offering is gathered for the Lord’s work (p. 159) 
(If you have not done so already, please sign and share the Fellowship folders in the 

pews to assist us in keeping accurate attendance records.  Thank you.) 
 

The Offertory (pp. 159-160) 
 

The Service of the Sacrament 
(Please read the statement regarding Holy Communion on the back of the bulletin) 

 

The Preface and Proper Preface (pp. 160-161) 
 

The Sanctus (p. 161) 
 

The Prayer of Thanksgiving (p. 161) 
 

The Words of Our Lord (p. 162) 
 

The Proclamation of Christ (p. 162) 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (pp. 162-163) 
 

The Pax Domini (p. 163) 
 

The Agnus Dei (P. 163) 

his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2During sup-

per, when the devil had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, 

Simon’s son, to betray him, 3Jesus, knowing that the Father had given 

all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was go-

ing back to God, 4rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, 

and taking a towel, tied it around his waist. 5Then he poured water into 

a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the 

towel that was wrapped around him. 6He came to Simon Peter, who 

said to him, “Lord, do you wash my feet?” 7Jesus answered him,  

“What I am doing you do not understand now, but afterward you will 

understand.” 8Peter said to him, “You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus 

answered him,  “If I do not wash you, you have no share with me.” 9Si-

mon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and 

my head!” 10Jesus said to him,  “The one who has bathed does not need 

to wash, except for his feet, but is completely clean. And you are clean, 

but not every one of you.” 11For he knew who was to betray him; that 

was why he said,  “Not all of you are clean.” 
12When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and 

resumed his place, he said to them,  “Do you understand what I have 

done to you? 13You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so 

I am. 14If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you 

also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15For I have given you an exam-

ple, that you also should do just as I have done to you” . . .          

34A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: 

just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. 35By this all 

people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 

another.” 
 

The Apostles’ Creed (p. 159) 
 

The Hymn of the Day:  617 “O Lord, We Praise Thee”  
 

The Sermon:  “A Meal for the Wounded”  
 

Christian Questions with Their Answers 
Prepared by Dr. Martin Luther for those who intend to go to the Sacrament 

 

P Do you believe that you are a sinner? 

CCCC Yes, I believe it.  I am a sinner. 

 

P How do you know this? 

CCCC From the Ten Commandments, which I have not kept. 
 



P Are you sorry for your sins? 

CCCC Yes, I am sorry that I have sinned against God. 

 

P What have you deserved from God because of your sins? 

CCCC His wrath and displeasure, temporal death, and eternal damna-

tion. 

 

P Do you hope to be saved? 

CCCC Yes, that is my hope. 

 

P In whom then do you trust? 

CCCC In my dear Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

P Who is Christ? 

CCCC The Son of God, true God and man. 

 

P How many Gods are there? 

CCCC Only one, but there are Three Persons:  Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit. 

 

P What has Christ done for you that you trust in Him? 

CCCC He died for me and shed His blood for me on the cross for the 

forgiveness of sins. 

 

P Did the Father also die for you? 

CCCC He did not.  The Father is God only, as is the Holy Spirit; but 

the Son is both true God and true man.  He died for me and 

shed his blood for me. 

 

P How do you know this? 

CCCC From the holy Gospel, from the words instituting the Sacra-

ment, and by His body and blood given me as a pledge in the 

Sacrament. 

 

P What are the Words of Institution? 

CCCC Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 

took bread and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 

gave it to the disciples and said: "Take eat; this is My body, 

which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me."  In the 

same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of 

you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as often as you 

drink it, in remembrance of Me." 

 

P Do you believe, then, that the true body and blood of Christ are in 

the Sacrament? 

CCCC Yes, I believe it. 

 

P What convinces you to believe this? 

CCCC The word of Christ: Take, eat, this is My body; drink of it, all 

of you, this is My blood. 

 

P What should we do when we eat His body and drink His blood, and 

in this way receive His pledge? 

CCCC We should remember and proclaim His death and the shedding 

of His blood, as He taught us:  This do, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of Me. 

 

P Why should we remember and proclaim His death? 

CCCC First, so that we may learn to believe that no creature could 

make satisfaction for our sins.  Only Christ, true God and man, 

could do that.  Second, so we may learn to be horrified by our 

sins, and to regard them as very serious.  Third, so we may find 

joy and comfort in Christ alone, and through faith in Him be 

saved. 

 

P What motivated Christ to die and make full payment for your sins? 

CCCC His great love for His Father and for me and other sinners, as it 

is written in John 14, Romans 5, Galatians 2, and Ephesians 5. 

 

P Finally, why do you wish to go to the Sacrament? 

CCCC That I may learn to believe that Christ, out of great love, died 

for my sin, and also learn from Him to love God and my 

neighbor. 

 

P What should admonish and encourage a Christian to receive the 

Sacrament frequently? 

CCCC First, both the command and the promise of Christ the Lord. 

Second, his own pressing need, because of which the command, 

encouragement, and promise are given. 

 


