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Gaudete Midweek
19 December Anno T Domini 2012

Order of Evening Prayer with
Children’s Christmas Program
Introduction to “God’s Love at Christmas”
The theme for this year’s program comes from the well-loved children’s Christmas hymn
“God Loves Me Dearly.” Originally written in 1852 by a pastor who was working with homeless
and disadvantaged children, this hymn delights in the personal nature of our heavenly Father’s
love—He loves even me. Because of our inherited sin and our own sinful choices, we were “in
slavery, sin, death, and darkness,” but “God’s love was working to make me free.”
St. John wrote, “In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent His
only Son into the world, so that we might live through Him” (1 John 4:9). Jesus was born to
“save His people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21). Jesus “paid all I owed” through His birth,
suffering, death, and resurrection and so “set me free.” Because of Jesus, God’s Son, coming to
save us, everyone can joyfully say, and sing, “God loves me dearly, loves even me.”
**Please be sure to note the singing instructions included above all hymns and songs**

Service of Preparation
(Upon entering the nave, silence should be observed to allow all the opportunity to prayerfully prepare for the
presence of the Lord and the reception of His gifts)

Prelude and Ringing of the Bells
(The congregation stands at the Ringing of the Bells and faces the Christ Candle in the rear of the nave for the Service
of Light. You may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your Baptism as the Christ Candle passes your pew)
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Service of Light
Opening Versicles
From the rear of the nave:

From the middle of the nave:

From the front of the nave:
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Thanksgiving for Light
Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of the universe, who led Your people Israel by a
pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of
Your Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are
merciful, and You love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Collect
Let us pray: Almighty God, who by the mouth of Your holy prophets did proclaim the
coming of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the Hope of Israel and Savior of the Nations, help us
we pray to see Him rightly as our own Lord and Savior, and by true faith rejoice in Your
salvation through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Sit
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God’s Love at Christmas – Part 1: God Loved Me by Making a Promise
Readings by Children
Hymn: “God Loves Me Dearly” (LSB 392:1-2)
(Sung by Children)

Recitation by Young Children
Hymn: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (LSB 357:1,4,5)
(Stanza 1 sung by Duet – Paige Harwager and Zane Luplow; Stanzas 4-5 sung by All)
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Recitation by Children
Luther’s Explanation of the Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed
I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man,
born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person,
purchased and won me from all sins, from death and from the power of the devil.

God’s Love at Christmas – Part 2: God Loved Me by Sending Jesus
Readings by Children
Song: “Galatians 4:4-5”
(Sung by Soloist Sierra Luplow)
But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son,
Born of woman, born under the law,
To redeem those who were under the law,
So that we might receive adoption as sons.
Readings by Children
Hymn: “Away in a Manger” (LSB 364)
(Sung by Children)

Readings by Children
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Song: “Luke 2:11”
(Sung by Soloist Zane Luplow)
For unto you is born . . . a Savior,
Who is Christ the Lord,
Who is Christ the Lord.
Readings by Children
Hymn: “Angels We Have Heard on High” (LSB 368)
(Stanza 1 sung by Children; Stanzas 2-3 sung by All)

Readings by Children
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Hymn: “O Come, All Ye Faithful” (LSB 379:1-3)
(Sung by All)

God’s Love at Christmas – Part 3: God Loved Me by Dying and Rising for Me
Readings by Children
Recitation by Children
Luther’s Explanation of the Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed
With what did Jesus redeem? “Not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and
with His innocent suffering and death.”
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Hymn: “God Loves Me Dearly” (LSB 392:3-4)
(Sung by Children)

God’s Love at Christmas – Part 4: God Loves Me by Giving Me Life Forever
Readings by Children
Hymn: “God Loves Me Dearly” (LSB 392:5)
(Sung by Children)

Recitation by Children
Luther’s Explanation of the Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed
Why did Jesus redeem you? “That I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and
serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen from the
dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. This is most certainly true.”
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Hymn: “Once in Royal David’s City” (LSB 376)
(Sung by All)
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Not in that poor, lowly stable
With the oxen standing by
Shall we see Him, but in heaven,
Set at God’s right hand on high.
Then like stars His children, crowned,
All in white, His praise will sound!
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Canticle
Magnificat: “My Soul Rejoices” (LSB 933)
(Sung by All)
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Prayer
Stand

Litany

L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For Matthew our synodical president, for David our district president, for Thomas our
pastor, and for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all the people,
let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For Barack our president, for all public servants, for the government and those who
protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to
the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place,
let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who
toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and
abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times,
let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For all those who have requested our prayers, whom the Lord knows by name, let us pray
to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
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The prayers then continue:

Silence for individual prayer.

Collect For Peace
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to
us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to
obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our
enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Lord's Prayer (Chanted in monotone)
P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from T evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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Benedicamus

Benediction

Recessional Hymn: “Go Tell It On the Mountain”
(Sung by All)

Postlude

T Soli Deo Gloria T
14

Serving Our Lord
Sunday School Children Participants
Farrah Blair
Savannah Blair
Aaron Cross
Noah Cross
Benjamin Elliott
Mabel Elliott
Paige Harwager
Morgan Johnson
Myka Luplow
Sierra Luplow
Zane Luplow
Aaron Messer
Natalie Penzien
Hannah Tennant
Rebekah Tennant
Minister
Rev. Thomas C. Messer, Pastor
Organist
Mary Jakolat
Special Thanks to our wonderful Sunday School Teachers, Andrea Elliott, Sharyn
Greening, Coaline Luplow, and Carol Zeile, and to our Music Director and
Organist, Mary Jakolat, for spending many hours with our children in preparation
for this evening!
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