and true.” °And he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega,
the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the
water of life without payment. 'The one who conquers will have this heri-
tage, and I will be his God and he will be my son. "But as for the cowardly,
the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers,
idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and
sulfur, which is the second death.”

The Triple Alleluia (p. 190 - Top)

The Holy Gospel Luke 21:25-28

»«And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth
distress of nations in perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and the
waves, “°people fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is coming on
the world. For the powers of the heavens will be shaken. *’And then they
will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.
*Now when these things begin to take place, straighten up and raise your
heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”

The Apostles’ Creed (p. 192)
The Hymn of the Day: 339 “Lift Up Your Heads, You Everlasting Doors”

The Homily: “The Holy Mountain of the Lorp Is the Kingdom
Which Has No End” (Is. 35:1-10)

The Offertory (pp. 192-193)
The Offering is gathered for the Lord’s work.

The Prayer of the Church
(P} Lord, in Your mercy, (@ hear our prayer.

The Serbvice of the Sacrament

(Communicants are to be in full confessional fellowship with the LCMS)
The Preface - Agnus Dei (pp. 194-198)
The Distribution
The Nunc Dimittis - Benediction (pp. 199-202)
The Closing Hymn: 672 “Jerusalem the Golden”

The Postlude
)
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DIVINE SERVICE 3, PAGE 184
The Serbice of Preparation

(Upon entering the nave, silence should be observed to allow all the opportunity to
prayerfully prepare for the presence of the Lord and the reception of His gifts - you
may wish to pray one or more of the prayers located in the front of the hymnal)

The Prelude and Ringing of the Bells
The Opening Hymn: 342 “What Hope! An Eden Prophesied”
Confession and Absolution (pp. 184-185)

The Serbvice of the Pord
The Psalm Ps. 48:1-3, 9-14

Great is the LorD and greatly | to be praised*
in the city | of our God!
His holy mountain, beautiful in elevation, is the joy of | all the earth,*
Mount Zion, in the far north, the city of the | great King.
Within her | citadels*
God has made himself known as a | fortress.
We have thought on your steadfast love, | O God,*
in the midst of your | temple.
As your name, O God, so your praise reaches to the ends | of the earth.*
Your right hand is filled with | righteousness.
Let Mount Zion | be glad!*
Let the daughters of Judah rejoice because of your | judgments!
Walk about Zion, go around her, number her | towers, *
consider well her ramparts, go through her | citadels,
that you may tell the next generation that this is God, our God forever
and | ever.*
He will guide us | forever.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

The Kyrie (p. 186)

The Gloria in Excelsis is omitted during Advent

The Salutation and Collect of the Day (p. 156)

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the dark-
ness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

The Old Testament Reading Isaiah 35:1-10

'The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice
and blossom like the crocus; “it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy
and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel
and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lorp, the majesty of our God.

3Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. *Say to
those who have an anxious heart, “Be strong; fear not! Behold, your God
will come with vengeance, with the recompense of God. He will come and
save you.”

>Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf un-
stopped; ‘then shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute
sing for joy. For waters break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the de-
sert; 'the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of
water; in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down, the grass shall become
reeds and rushes.

®And a highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Way of Holiness;
the unclean shall not pass over it. It shall belong to those who walk on the
way; even if they are fools, they shall not go astray. °No lion shall be there,
nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but
the redeemed shall walk there. '°And the ransomed of the Lorp shall return
and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they
shall obtain gladness and joy, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

The Gradual Ps. 99:2, 9
The Lorb is great in Zion;

He is exalted over all the peoples.
Exalt the Lorp our God, and worship at His holy mountain;

for the Lorp our God is holy!

The Second Reading Revelation 21:1-8

"Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the
first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. “And I saw the holy
city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a
bride adorned for her husband. *And I heard a loud voice from the throne
saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with
them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their
God. *He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no
more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the
former things have passed away.”

>And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all
things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy



