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The Service of Lessons and CarolsThe Service of Lessons and CarolsThe Service of Lessons and CarolsThe Service of Lessons and Carols    
The Eve of the Nativity of Our Lord 

    
    

    
 

Welcome 

Welcome to the Lord’s House on this blessed and holy night.  The Service of Lessons and Carols is observed 

this evening to focus upon the fulfillment of God’s promise to send us a Savior in the birth of Jesus Christ, our 

Lord.  We pray that the Holy Spirit will enable you to truly listen to the Lord tonight as He speaks to you 

through His Holy Word and points you to the Baby Jesus lying in the manger.  May you be led to faithfully 

confess with confidence that this Baby is the Eternal Word of God in human flesh, who came down from 

heaven and was Incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary in order to save you from your sins.  He is our 

Immanuel, which means “God with us.”  He is the King of kings and Lord of lords who was born to die for you!  

That is what Christmas is truly about – the salvation accomplished and won by Jesus Christ.  May this Service 

of Lessons and Carols be a celebration for you of the forgiveness, life, and salvation you have through faith in 

Christ!  Please take the time to fill out the Record of Fellowship form that is in the pew.  If you are visiting 

with us this evening, we want you to know that we are overjoyed that you are here.  Please make your visit 

known to us by introducing yourself to us after the Service and by signing the guest book that is in the hallway 

on the left as you leave the sanctuary.  Thank you and MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
 

Our Mission Statement 

The mission of Peace Lutheran Church is to welcome all people into the fellowship of God’s love by 

proclaiming the forgiveness of sins through Jesus Christ and to nurture our members with God’s Holy Word 

and Sacraments. 
 

Christmas Day Service 

Please consider making your Christmas complete by joining us for Divine Service tomorrow morning at       

9:30 a.m. as we celebrate the Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord.  Come and receive the holy and blessed gifts the 

Lord desires to give you through His Holy Word and Sacrament.  We hope to see you here! 
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The Prelude and Ringing of the Bells 
 

All stand at the ringing of the bells and face the processional cross.  It is customary to continue facing the 

cross as it is processed in and to bow your head and make the sign of the cross in reverence and admiration 

of the Lord as it passes your pew.  The same applies to the recessional at the conclusion of the Service. 
 

The Processional Hymn 
O Come, All Ye Faithful LSB 379 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
The Invocation & Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 
 Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

CCCC who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

CCCC and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
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Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by  

 

nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed.  

Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for 

the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

CCCC O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have mercy 

    

upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit 

increase in us true knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to Your 

Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only Son to  

 

die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on His name He 

gives power to become the children of God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that 

believes and is baptized shall be saved.  Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

CCCC Amen. 
 

 
The Introit                  Ps. 24:1, 3-5; antiphon:  Ps. 26-6-7; Liturgical Text 

 
 
 

When all was still, and it was | midnight,* 

     your almighty Word, O Lord, descended from the | royal throne. 

The Lord | said to me,* 

     “You are my Son; today I have be- | gotten you. 

As for me, I have | set my King* 

     on Zion, my | holy hill.” 

The earth is the Lord's and the full- | ness thereof,* 

     the world and those who | dwell therein. 

Who shall ascend the hill | of the Lord?* 

     And who shall stand in his | holy place? 

He who has clean hands and a | pure heart,* 

     who does not lift up his soul to what is false and does not swear de- | ceitfully. 
He will receive blessing | from the Lord* 

     and righteousness from the God of his sal- | vation. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

     and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

     is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

The Lord | said to me,* 

     “You are my Son; today I have be- | gotten you. 

As for me, I have | set my King* 

     on Zion, my | holy hill.” 

When all was still, and it was | midnight,* 

     your almighty Word, O Lord, descended from the | royal throne. 
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The Kyrie Eleison 
 

 

 
 

The Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
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The Salutation and Collect of the Day 
 

 

 
  

 
  

P O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light.  Grant  
 that as we have known the mysteries of that Light on earth we may also come to the 

fullness of His joys in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
  

 
 

Be seated 

 

The First Lesson                Genesis 3:8–15 

 

And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid 

themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. But the LORD God called to the man 

and said to him, “Where are you?” And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I 

was naked, and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I 

commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, 

and I ate.” Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent 

deceived me, and I ate.”  The LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you above all 

livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life.  I 

will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed; he shall crush your head, and you 

shall strike his heel.” 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

CCCC Thanks be to God. 
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Savior of the Nations, Come LSB 332 
 

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

  

  

  

  

  
 

  

  

  

  

 
  

5 God the Father was His source, 

Back to God He ran His course. 

Into hell His road went down, 

Back then to His throne and crown. 

7 From the manger newborn light 

Shines in glory through the night. 

Darkness there no more resides; 

In this light faith now abides. 
   

                Stand 

6 For You are the Father’s Son 

Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 

By Your mighty pow’r make whole 

All our ills of flesh and soul. 

8 Glory to the Father sing, 

Glory to the Son, our king, 

Glory to the Spirit be 

Now and through eternity. 
  

Be seated 
 

The Second Lesson Genesis 22:15–18 

 

And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven and said, “By myself I have sworn, declares 

the LORD, because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, I will surely bless you, and I 

will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring 

shall possess the gate of his enemies, and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you 

have obeyed my voice.” 

 

L  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 Abraham 



 8 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel LSB 357 

 

(Stanza 1 – Solo:  Anna Gilbert) 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

  

  

  

  

  

 
  

 

The Third Lesson Isaiah 7:14; 9:2, 6–7 
 

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his 

name Immanuel . . . The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep 

darkness, on them has light shined . . . For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be 

upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 

Peace. Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his 

kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore.  The 

zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 

L  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 
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What Child Is This LSB 370 

 

                                        (Stanza 1 – Solo:  Anna Gilbert) 
  

  

  

  

  
 

  

  

  

  
 

  

  

  

  
 

  

  

  

  
 

  

  

  

 
  

 

 
The Fourth Lesson Micah 5:2–5 
 

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me 

one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.  Therefore he shall give them up until 

the time when she who is in labor has given birth; then the rest of his brothers shall return to the people of Israel.  

And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.  

And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth.  And he shall be their peace. 
 

L  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 
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O Little Town of Bethlehem LSB 361 

(Stanza 3 is sung without organ) 

  

  

  

  

  
 

  

  

  

  

  
 

  

  

  

  

  
 

  

  

  

  

 
  

 

The Fifth Lesson Matthew 1:18–25 
 

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they 

came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just man and 

unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of 

the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that 

which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will 

save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: Behold, the 

virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). When 

Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, but knew her not until she 

had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 
 

L  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C  Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Away in a Manger LSB 364 

 

(Stanza 1 – Children only) 
  

  

  

  

  
 

  

  

  

  
 

  

  

  

  
 

  

  

  

 
  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Sixth Lesson Luke 2:1–7 

 

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the first 

registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph 

also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, 

because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And 

while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 

swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 

L  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C  Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Joy to the World LSB 387 

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

  

  

  

  

  
 

  

  

  

  

  
 

  

  

  

  

 
  

 

 

The Seventh Lesson Luke 2:8–20 

 

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And an angel of 

the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. And the angel 

said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you 

is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a 

baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host praising God and saying,“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he 

is pleased!”  When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over 

to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” And they went with haste 

and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. And when they saw it, they made known the saying that 

had been told them concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary 

treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 

for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 

L  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C  Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Angels We Have Heard on High LSB 368 

  

  

  

  

  
 

  

  

  

  
 

  

  
 

  

  
 

  

 
  

  
The Sermon:  “Ponder the Mystery in the Manger” 

“But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart” (Luke 2:19) 
 

Hymn of Response:  “O Holy Night” 
(Duet:  Jordan Henry and Sarah Messer) 

 

The Eighth Lesson  Matthew 2:1–11 

 

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came 

to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have 

come to worship him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling 

all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They told him, “In 

Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:  “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no 

means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’”  Then 

Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. And he sent them 

to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I 

too may come and worship him.” After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had 

seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, 

they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they 

fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 
 

L  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C  Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Angels from the Realms of Glory LSB 367 

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

  

  

  

  

  
 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

                                          Stand 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5 All creation, join in praising 

God the Father, Spirit, Son, 

Evermore your voices raising 

To th’eternal Three in One. Refrain 
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The Ninth Lesson John 1:1–14 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without 

him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light 

of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.  There 

was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to bear 

witness about the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but 

came to bear witness about the light.  The true light, which enlightens everyone, was 

coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made through him, 

yet the world did not know him. He came to his own, and his own people did not 

receive him. But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the 

right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the 

flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.  And the Word became flesh and dwelt 

among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full 

of grace and truth. 
 

L  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Be seated 
 

A Great and Mighty Wonder LSB 383 
 

                                     (Stanza 1 – Duet:  Beth Brostrom and Anna Gilbert) 
  

  

  

  

  

  
 

  

  

  

  

  
 

  

  
 

  

 
  

5 All idols then shall perish 

And Satan’s lying cease, 

And Christ shall raise His scepter, 

Decreeing endless peace.  Refrain. 



 16 

The Offering and Candle Lighting 
As our tithes and offerings are gathered for the Lord’s work, your individual candles will be lit.  Remember, 

when you light your candles, please tip only unlit candles.  After the offerings have been gathered and all 

candles have been lit, we will sing “Silent Night, Holy Night.” 
 

Silent Night, Holy Night LSB 363 
  

(Stanza 1 in German – Soloist Cheryl Henry) 
Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht! 

Alles schläft, einsam wacht 

Nur das traute, hochheilige Paar. 

Holder Knabe im lockigen Haar, 

    Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh, 

    Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh. 
 

(Stanza 3 is sung without organ) 

  

  

  

  
 

  

  

  

  
 

  

  

  

 
 

 

The Concluding Collect 
 

P Let us pray: 

 

O God, as You make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of Your only-begotten Son, 

Jesus Christ, grant that we, who joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, may with sure 

confidence behold Him when He comes to be our Judge; through the same Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Please extinguish your individual candles as the light are turned back up for the conclusion of the Service. 
 

The Christmas Response (shouted with joy and excitement!) 
 

P Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

C Glory to God in the highest! 

P Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills, and everywhere; 

C Go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 
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The Benediction 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
C Amen. 

 
The Recessional Hymn 

 

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing LSB 380 

  

  

  

  

  
 

  

  

  

  
 

  

  

  

  
 

  

  

  

  
 

  

 
  

 

 
The Postlude 
 

fÉÄ| WxÉ ZÄÉÜ|t 
To God Alone Be the Glory! 
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Serving Our Lord This Evening 
    

The Presiding MinisterThe Presiding MinisterThe Presiding MinisterThe Presiding Minister    
Rev. Thomas C. Messer, Pastor 

 

The OrganistThe OrganistThe OrganistThe Organist    
Beth Brostrom 

 

The CruciferThe CruciferThe CruciferThe Crucifer    
Dave Zeile 

 

The AcolytesThe AcolytesThe AcolytesThe Acolytes    
C. J. Oswald 
Jordan Henry 

 

The UshersThe UshersThe UshersThe Ushers    
Jon Penzien 
Bill Brostrom 

 

The VocalistsThe VocalistsThe VocalistsThe Vocalists    
Anna Gilbert 
Beth Brostrom 
Cheryl Henry 
Jordan Henry 
Sarah Messer 

 

The GuitaristThe GuitaristThe GuitaristThe Guitarist    
Roger Humphrey 

 

The LectorsThe LectorsThe LectorsThe Lectors    
Dave Zeile 
Mike Harrison 
Chris Brown 
Terry Luplow 
Dick Kohler 
Vern Jakolat 
Bob Wendt 
Burt Henry 
Pastor Messer 
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Serving Our Lord 
Tomorrow, Dec. 25 

The Organist:  Mary Jakolat  The Ushers:  Bill Hendrick, James Sager   The Elder:  Dave Zeile    

The Crucifer:  Bill Harmon  The Acolytes:  Samantha Messer, Lauren Penzien Altar:  Carol Zeile 

 

Sunday, Dec. 30 
The Organist:  Mary Jakolat  The Ushers:  Bill Hendrick, James Sager   The Elder:  Dave Zeile  

The Greeters:  Bob & Jo Wendt  The Acolytes:  Melanie Penzien, Natalie Penzien  Altar:  Carol Zeile 

Coffee:  Carol Zeile 

 

Calendar of Privileges 
Tomorrow, Dec. 25   9:30 a.m. Divine Service – The Nativity of Our Lord (NO Bible Study or Sunday School) 

Sunday, Dec. 30   9:30 a.m. Divine Service – First Sunday after Christmas (Bible Study; NO Sunday School) 

Thursday, Jan. 3   9:30 a.m. Together in the Word 

     5:00 p.m. Weight Watchers 

     5:30 p.m. Confirmation Class 

Sunday, Jan. 6    9:30 a.m. Divine Service – The Epiphany of Our Lord (Installation of New Officers) 

   10:45 a.m. Fellowship 

   11:00 a.m. Adult Bible Study and Sunday School 

Monday, Jan. 7    7:00 p.m. Ladies Guild 

Tuesday, Jan. 8    7:00 p.m. Church Council 
 

Reminders & Notices 
1. No Youth Confirmation Class December 27.  We will resume class on Thursday, January 3 at 5:30 p.m.   

2. Together in the Word is moving to a NEW DAY AND TIME in 2008!  We will meet on THURSDAYS at 

10:00-11:30 a.m., beginning on Thursday, January 3 at 10:00 a.m.  Everyone is welcome to join us as we 

continue our study of Genesis. 

3. Pastor Messer will be leaving town after Service tomorrow to visit family and will return Saturday, 

December 29.  If a pastoral emergency arises during his absence, please contact him on his cell phone or 

contact Beth Brostrom who will have another number where he can be reached. 

4. During Divine Service on January 6, we will install our newly elected congregational officers (Chris Brown 

– President; Bill Harmon – Elder; Gary Miller – Financial Secretary; Burt Henry and Jon Penzien – 

Trustees; Marlene Miller – Board of Christian Education).    

5. We would like to extend our thanks to all who purchased poinsettias to decorate our altar this Christmas. 

6. A very special thank you to everyone who took cards off the tree and purchased presents for our Adopt A 

Family program.  We are thrilled with the generosity shown by this congregation and that we were able to 

make this family’s Christmas special this year.  Thanks again! 
 

    
    
    
    

 

“Fear not, for behold, I 
bring you good news of 
great joy that will be 
for all the people.  For 
unto you is born this 
day in the city of David 
a Savior, who is Christ 

the Lord!” 

Merry 
Christmas! 


