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As we approach our annual celebration of 
Reformation Day, it is important to call to mind just 
what it is that we celebrate, for we are often prone to 
think of Reformation Day as something merely 
historical. It is that, to be sure. We celebrate the 
historical posting of the 95 Theses by Dr. Martin 
Luther, the Blessed Reformer, on October 31, 1517, 

which was the spark that ignited the Reformation. We celebrate the years that 
followed, which lead to the formulation of our Lutheran Confessions, which 
continue to stand forth as a faithful exposition of Holy Scripture and all the 
central doctrines we are taught therein. We celebrate the courage of our 
Lutheran forefathers, both clergy and lay, who were willing to lay down their 
lives rather than turn away from the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. There is 
simply no mistaking the fact that our celebration of Reformation Day does 
indeed involve our thankful remembrance of the historical Reformation Era.  
 
But, it is more than that, dear friends. Our celebration of Reformation Day is 
also a celebration of the enduring truth that has been maintained among us since 
the 16th century. It is a celebration of the fact that we still maintain that sinners 
are justified by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone. It is a 
celebration of the fact that the Gospel is still preached among us in its purity 
and the Sacraments are still administered among us according to Christ’s 
institution. It is a celebration of the fact that the Person and Work of Jesus 
Christ remains central to all that we are and all that we do. 
 
Thus, our celebration of Reformation Day is both a celebration of the historical 
events that lead to the rediscovery of the Gospel among us and the present day 
reality that the Gospel remains central among us, as well as an opportunity to 
pray that, by God’s grace, this will continue to remain true among us into the 
future.  
 
What should be decidedly absent among us as we celebrate Reformation Day is 
pride. There is no room for boasting, for that militates against the very heart of 
the Reformation. If we are truly Lutheran in doctrine and practice, it is because 
the Holy Spirit has convinced us to be so via the Word of God. He gets the 
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in His grace, mercy, and love, has lead us to adhere to our Lutheran confession 
of the faith. Soli Deo Gloria!   
 
Your Servant in Christ, 
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�� Thoughts on Reformation Day 
Charles Porterfield Krauth 

C. P. Krauth was a Lutheran pastor and 
theologian in the 19th century, who 
contended for orthodox Lutheranism at a 
time when many Lutherans were abandoning 
the Lutheran Confessions and following after 
the Americanized Protestants in America.  
What follows are some thoughts he expressed 
concerning our observance of Reformation 
Day—thoughts still every bit as applicable 
today as they were when he penned them.  
 

It is from the nailing up of the 95 Theses the 
Reformation takes its date (October 31, 1517).  That 
act became, in the providence of God, the starting-
point of the work which still goes on, and shall 
forever go on, that glorious work in which the truth 
was raised to its original purity, and civil and 
religious liberty were restored to men.  That the 
Reformation is the spring of modern freedom is no 
wild assertion of its friends.  One of the greatest 
Roman Catholic writers of recent times, Michelet, in 
the Introduction to his Life of Luther, says:  “It is not 
incorrect to say, that Luther has been the restorer of 
liberty in modern times.  If he did not create, he at 
least courageously affixed his signature to that great 
revolution which rendered 
the right of examination 
lawful in Europe.  And, if 
we exercise, in all its 
plenitude at this day, this 
first and highest privilege of human intelligence, it is 
�
�������������
����	��������
������	
����	�������	 ���
speak, or write, without being made conscious, at 
every step, of the immense benefit of this little 
�	������������	���	�������	�����	������
	���������� ��
the remark:  “To whom do I owe the power of 
publishing what I am now inditing, except to this 
liberator of modern thought?”  Our Church, as 
clearly, in one sense, the mother of the Reformation, 
as, in another, she is its offspring, the first, and for a 
time, the exclusive possessor of the name 
Protestantism, its source and its mightiest bulwark, 
our Church has wisely set apart a day in each year to 
commemorate this great deliverance, and wisely has 
kept her great Jubilees.  There are other ways of 
noting time, besides by its loss.  The Church 
Festivals note it by its gains, the Church Year marks 
the time which has been redeemed for ever.  An old 
writer describes the Church of All-Saints at 

Wittenberg, as a manger, where in his lowly glory 
the Son of God was born again.  Blessed forever be 
the day!  On it, through all time, men shall gather, 
���	��	�� ������ 
�����	��� 
�� �������� ���������	���
treasuring, and keeping untarnished, the holy faith 
whose restoration was thus begun.   
 
It is well, then, to have added to the grand order of 
the Church Year, the Festival of the Reformation, 
and to the revolution of the centuries, its Jubilee.  
Whether as the child or as the parent of the 
Reformation, whether she would awake her heart to 
gratitude as its daughter, or arouse herself to an 
earnest sense of responsibility as its mother, our 
Church can claim it, as pre-eminently her privilege, 
and acknowledge it as pre-eminently her duty so to 
do.  When the Festival of the Reformation shall come 
and shall wake no throb of joy in her bosom, her life 
will have fled.  For if the Reformation lives through 
her, she also lives by it.  It has to her the mysterious 
������
	�
����������
���������������������
������	� ��������
also her root.  If she watched the ark of the Lord, the 
ark of the Lord protected and blessed her, and when 
it passes from her keeping, her glory will have 

departed.  Let her speak to 
her children then, and tell 
them the meaning of the day.  
In the pulpit, and the school, 
and the circle of the home, 

let these great memories of men of God, of their self-
sacrifice, of their overcoming faith, and of their 
glorious work, be the theme of thought, and of word, 
and of thanksgiving.  The Festival of the 
Reformation is at once a day of Christmas and of 
��������	��
�� �	���
�����	�
����������!���������"� 
��
birth, a day of resurrection, a day of the outpouring 
of the Holy Ghost.  Let its return renew that life, and 
make our Church press on with fresh vigor in the 
steps of her risen Lord, as one begotten again, and 
born from the dead, by the quickening power of the 
Spirit of her God.  Let every day be a Festival of the 
Reformation, and every year a Jubilee.   

When the Festival of the Reformation shall 
come and shall wake no throb of joy in [the 
Church’s] bosom, her life will have fled. 
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Dear Pastor, 
It is seldom that we get the opportunity to thank someone in advance for the good he is going to do. 
Today, though, we want to take this opportunity to thank you in advance. There are already many 
things for which we could thank you, the time you take preparing your weekly sermons, Services and 
classes, to name just a few. There are also the myriad of other things you have already done for our 
church family. Some have been noticed, but most have gone unnoticed. Many will never even be 
known to anyone but you and God. But, we wanted to take this time to thank you in advance. In the 
future, Pastor, it is most certain that you will celebrate some joy with us: the birth of a child, a prayer 
request answered, a child going off to college, a son or daughter returning home from military service, 
loved ones marrying. We feel sure, too, that in the future, you will stand with us in trying times. You 
will weep over our sorrows with us, and you will hold our hands to offer comfort and encouragement. 
You will pray for us that God will give us peace and strength to handle whatever this world brings. We 
may be too busy or preoccupied with life to even notice or to take the time to say, “Thank you, Pastor”. 
So, we wanted to say it now, in advance. For now, because we may forget later, we offer this prayer 
up on your behalf: 
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Advent Tea 
 

The Peace Lutheran Church Ladies 
Advent Tea will be held on Tuesday, 
December 10, 2013. The color theme for 
this year is ---Red. Please plan on joining 
us for an evening of fellowship, beautiful 
music (by our own Roger Humphrey, 
classical guitarist) and delicious dessert 
as the women of Peace Lutheran Church 
and their friends prepare their hearts for 
Advent. Mark your calendar now. There 
is no charge for this event.  
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Friday, October 25 
6:30 p.m.—Pizza 

7:00 p.m.—“Luther” 
 

In honor of Reformation Day, we’ll 
watch “Luther” again this year. If you 

have never seen this movie, you should 
really consider joining us. If you have 
seen this movie, even multiple times, 
it’s well worth another viewing, as it 

does a fine job of getting at the heart of 
why the Reformation was necessary 

and what it was really about. 
 

Bring your own comfy chairs and 
snacks if you wish. 
Hope you’ll join us! 
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PEACE LADIES GUILD COOKBOOK 
 

Cookbooks are available for $10.00 and can be 
purchased during fellowship time from any 
member of the Guild. Please see Coaline 
Luplow with any questions.  
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Voters’ Assembly Minutes—July 28, 2013 
 
Call To Order & Opening Prayer  
· President Zeile called the meeting to order at 10:39am and 

opening prayer was conducted. 21 members were present.  
 
Approval of Agenda  
· Motion made by Gary Miller, supported by Carolyn Johnson to 

approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes  
· Motion made by Gary Miller, supported by Ken Hill to approve 

the minutes from April 28 as presented. Motion carried 
unanimously.  

 
Report(s) 
· Pastor – #
� ���
���� Treasurer – Treasurer Zeile presented the 

��������� ���
���� Financial Secretary – #
� ���
���� Board of 
Elders – #
����
���� Board of Trustees – Weeds were sprayed in 
���������	���
��� Board of Christian Education – Rally Day will 
be held on September 8 and a teacher for the 3-5 grades class is 
������ 	������� Board of Evangelism – Meetings will resume in 
September. The Second Time Around Sale raised over $800. The 
$����� �
���������
�	�������� Board of Stewardship – #
����
����
Peace Lutheran Ladies Guild – #
����
���� Peace Youth Group 
– No report. 

 
Business 
· Roof Repair – The roof over the chapel portion of the building is 

in need of repair. Bids have been received for a new shingle roof. 
Motion made by Carolyn Johnson, supported by Terry Luplow to 
seek bids for a steel roof. Motion carried unanimously. Upon 
further discussion, motion made by Ken Hill, supported by 
Dorothy Trgina to authorize the Council to make the final decision 
on the roof and move forward with repairs. Motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
General Comment 
· Thrivent Choice Dollars – The Assembly was reminded to check 

their designation to ensure Peace was receiving the funds. 
· Adjournment & Closing Prayer – Motion made by Gary Miller, 

supported y Ken Hill to adjourn at 11:17am. Motion carried 
unanimously. The Lord’s Prayer was prayed. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Megan Brown, Secretary 
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