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Thoughts on Reformation Day 
Charles Porterfield Krauth 

C. P. Krauth was a Lutheran pastor and 
theologian in the 19th century, who contended 
for orthodox Lutheranism at a time when 
many Lutherans were abandoning the 
Lutheran Confessions and following after the 
Americanized Protestants in America.  What 
follows are some thoughts he expressed 
concerning our observance of Reformation 
Day—thoughts still every bit as applicable 
today as they were when he penned them.  
 

It is from the nailing up of the 95 Theses the 
Reformation takes its date (October 31, 1517).  That act 
became, in the providence of God, the starting-point of 
the work which still goes on, and shall forever go on, 
that glorious work in which the truth was raised to its 
original purity, and civil and religious liberty were 
restored to men.  That the Reformation is the spring of 
modern freedom is no wild assertion of its friends.  One 
of the greatest Roman Catholic writers of recent times, 
Michelet, in the Introduction to his Life of Luther, says:  
“It is not incorrect to say, that Luther has been the 
restorer of liberty in modern times.  If he did not create, 
he at least courageously affixed his signature to that 
great revolution which 
rendered the right of 
examination lawful in 
Europe.  And, if we exercise, 
in all its plenitude at this day, 
this first and highest privilege of human intelligence, it 
�����������	�
�	��������	��	��������������
���	�� ������
speak, or write, without being made conscious, at every 
step, of the immense benefit of this little intellectual 
	���
�����	�	����� 
�� �	� ������	�� ����� ��	� �	�
��� ��
“To whom do I owe the power of publishing what I am 
now inditing, except to this liberator of modern 
thought?”  Our Church, as clearly, in one sense, the 
mother of the Reformation, as, in another, she is its 
offspring, the first, and for a time, the exclusive 
possessor of the name Protestantism, its source and its 
mightiest bulwark, our Church has wisely set apart a 
day in each year to commemorate this great 
deliverance, and wisely has kept her great Jubilees.  
There are other ways of noting time, besides by its loss.  
The Church Festivals note it by its gains, the Church 
Year marks the time which has been redeemed for ever.  
An old writer describes the Church of All-Saints at 

Wittenberg, as a manger, where in his lowly glory the 
Son of God was born again.  Blessed forever be the 
day!  On it, through all time, men shall gather, bringing 
��	��� ���	������ ��� ��
��	�� �	�	��	������ ��	
������� � 
��
keeping untarnished, the holy faith whose restoration 
was thus begun.   
 
It is well, then, to have added to the grand order of the 
Church Year, the Festival of the Reformation, and to 
the revolution of the centuries, its Jubilee.  Whether as 
the child or as the parent of the Reformation, whether 
she would awake her heart to gratitude as its daughter, 
or arouse herself to an earnest sense of responsibility as 
its mother, our Church can claim it, as pre-eminently 
her privilege, and acknowledge it as pre-eminently her 
duty so to do.  When the Festival of the Reformation 
shall come and shall wake no throb of joy in her 
bosom, her life will have fled.  For if the Reformation 
lives through her, she also lives by it.  It has to her the 
����	������ �	�
����� ��� ������� ��� �
���� ��� ��� ��� �	 ��
offspring, it is also her root.  If she watched the ark of 
the Lord, the ark of the Lord protected and blessed her, 
and when it passes from her keeping, her glory will 

have departed.  Let her speak 
to her children then, and tell 
them the meaning of the day.  
In the pulpit, and the school, 
and the circle of the home, let 

these great memories of men of God, of their self-
sacrifice, of their overcoming faith, and of their 
glorious work, be the theme of thought, and of word, 
and of thanksgiving.  The Festival of the Reformation 
is at once a day of Christmas and of Easter and of 
�	��	���������������������	
���
�
������������
�
 �����
resurrection, a day of the outpouring of the Holy Ghost.  
Let its return renew that life, and make our Church 
press on with fresh vigor in the steps of her risen Lord, 
as one begotten again, and born from the dead, by the 
quickening power of the Spirit of her God.  Let every 
day be a Festival of the Reformation, and every year a 
Jubilee.   

When the Festival of the Reformation shall 
come and shall wake no throb of joy in [the 
Church’s] bosom, her life will have fled. 
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PASTOR YOUCEF NADARKHANI FREED! 
Youcef Nadarkhani, the Iranian pastor who was recently 
released from prison, after originally being sentenced to 
death for being a Christian, and after facing numerous 
execution dates during his three year imprisonment, 
which were thankfully never carried out, has written a 
powerful and moving letter thanking the world for pray-
ers lifted up on his behalf. Please take a moment to read 
the words of a man whose faith was tested yet pro-
claimed undying love for Christ in the face of death! This 
is a poignant reminder to those of us who are blessed to 
live in a country where we are free to worship our God 
without threat that we have brothers and sisters in Christ 
around the world who still face persecution and the threat 
of execution for believing in Jesus Christ. 

Salaam! (Peace be upon you!) 
 
I glorify and give grace to the Lord with all my heart. I am grateful for all the blessings that He gave me during my 
whole life. I am especially grateful for His goodness and divine protection that characterized the time of my detention. 
 
I also want to express my gratitude towards those who, all around the world, have worked for my cause, or should I say 
the cause that I defend. I want to express my gratitude to all of those who have supported me, openly or in complete se-
crecy. You are all very dear to my heart. May the Lord bless you and give you His perfect and sovereign Grace. 
 
Indeed I have been put to the test, the test of faith which is, according to the Scriptures "more precious than perishable 
gold." But I have never felt loneliness, I was all the time aware of the fact that it wasn’t a solitary battle, for I have felt all 
the energy and support of those who obeyed their conscience and fought for the promotion of the justice and the rights of 
all human beings. Thanks to these efforts, I have now the enormous joy to be by my wonderful wife and my children. I 
am grateful for these people through whom God has been working. All of this is very encouraging. 
 
During that period, I had the opportunity to experience in a marvelous way the Scripture that says: "Indeed, as the suffer-
ings of Christ abound for us, our encouragement abound through Christ.." He has comforted my family and has given 
them the means to face that difficult situation. In His Grace, He provided for their spiritual and material needs, taking 
away from me a heavy weight. 
 
The Lord has wonderfully provided through the trial, allowing me to face the challenges that were in front of me. As the 
Scriptures says, "  He will not allow us to be tested beyond our strength…"   Despite the fact that I have been found guilty 
of apostasy according to a certain reading of the Shar’ia, I am grateful that He gave the leaders of the country, the wis-
dom to break that judgment taking into account other facts of that same Shar’ia. It is obvious that the defenders of the 
Iranian right and the legal experts have made an important effort to enforce the law and the right. I want to thank those 
who have defended the right until the end. 
 
I am happy to live in a time where we can take a critical and constructive look to the past. This has allowed the writing 
of universal texts aiming at the promotion of the rights of man. Today, we are debtors of these efforts provided by dear 
people who have worked for the respect of human dignity and have passed on to us these universal significant texts. I am 
also debtor of those who have faithfully passed on the Word of God, that very Word who makes us heirs of God. 
 
Before ending, I want to express a prayer for the establishment of an unending and universal peace, so that the will of 
the Father be done on earth as it is in heaven. Indeed, everything passes, but the Word of God, source of all peace, will 
last eternally. 
 
May the grace and mercy of God be multiplied to you. Amen! 
Yousef Nadarkhani 

(Letter courtesy of Present Truth Ministries) 
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Scrip Program at Peace 
 

As most of you know, Peace has been participating 
in the Scrip Program since October, 2011.  During 
this past year we have  earned over $1200 solely by 
members buying gift cards that they then use for 
normal everyday purchases or as gifts. Cards can 
be used just as you use cash or a debit card at any 
participating merchants. They also can be used 
online at many of the merchants’ online ordering 
sites. The Peace Council authorized purchase of gift 
cards that are then used to buy church office 
supplies and the Ladies’ Guild has purchased cards 
for kitchen supplies. Sounds easy, doesn’t it? 
Members contribute to their congregation by 
continuing their normal buying patterns. And it really 
is that simple.  
 
It’s true that some budgeting and planning is 
required by members. Carolyn  Johnson ably 
administers the Program for Peace and orders cards 
every few weeks on Sunday. She receives the cards 
by Tuesday or Wednesday and distributes them 
promptly. Think about what you normally purchase 
— gasoline, food, prescription drugs, an occasional 
gift for a family member… Check the Scrip Pro 
merchants list to see the wide variety of cards 
available.  Carolyn can supply you with a list or you 
can see it online at http://www.scrippro.com. If you 
have not tried this Program yet, please consider 
making a small order of one card and giving the 
Program a try.  And, if you are using it, consider 
additional ways that you could participate.  Since 
Christmas is quickly approaching, perhaps you 
could purchase a gift card for someone on your list 
for whom you never know what to buy.  With gas 
prices as they are, a gas card would be a welcome 
gift for anyone who drives. It’s a wonderful way to 
contribute to Peace without having to take any 
additional funds from your personal budget. 
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2012 TELEPHONE DIRECTORY CHANGES 
September 21, 2012 

 
Please note the following changes in your August 
2012 Peace Lutheran Church Members Telephone 
Directory: 
 
Paige Harwager (under Baughman, Jenny) 
Cell phone # should be:  1-989-495-3632 
 
Dargie, Charlotte 
New cell phone # 1-989-285-4208 
 
Luplow, Myka 
Delete email address 
 
Miller, Marlene 
New cell phone # 1-989-285-4049 
 
Please let the office know whenever you have a 
change in address or phone number so we may keep 
our telephone directory up to date.  Thank you. 
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Peace 50th Anniversary Celebration  
 
The 50th Anniversary Committee is making 
wonderful progress at completing plans for the 
celebration that will take place on November 11, 
2012.  You should have all received an invita-
tion, either in your church mailbox or through 
the US Mail.  If you have not received an invita-
tion, please contact Carol Zeile 
(carol.zeile@gmail.com).  Notice that there is a 
request for RSVP on the invitation.  In order to 
assist us to prepare for plenty of food and seat-
ing, please do let us know if you will attend.    
Many of our former members and pastors, in-
cluding Charter Members, will also be receiving 
invitations.  This will be a good time to recon-
nect with them.   
 
As part of the activities, we will be putting to-
gether displays of photographs from past 
events at Peace.  If you have any pictures that 
you would like to share for decorating purposes 
(you will get them back), please date them and 
give them to Coaline Luplow or Sharyn Green-
ing. 
 
Through fundraising events and contributions, 
we have done very well raising the funds neces-
sary to provide this important celebration in the 
life of our congregation.  The Committee has a 
working budget and is still in need of some ad-
ditional donations.  If you are willing/able to con-
tribute, please see Carol Zeile.  Thank you very 
much to all who have helped so far. 
 
In addition to funds, we also need volunteers to 
help with preparations and on the day of the 
celebration, November 11, 2012 .  If you are 
willing to help, please contact any of the com-
mittee members listed below We need the help 
of as many as possible in order to make the cel-
ebration great.  If you have questions or can 
help in any way, please contact one of the fol-
lowing Committee members: Amy Blair, Sharyn 
Greening, Coaline Luplow, Pastor Messer, Dor-
othy Trgina, Jo Wendt and Carol Zeile.  
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Cookbooks are available for $13.00 and can be 
purchased during fellowship time from any member of 
the Guild. Please see Coaline Luplow with any 
questions.  
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PEACE LUTHERAN LADIES GUILD 
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Friday, October 26 
6:30 p.m.—Pizza 
7:00 p.m.—Movie 

In honor of Reformation Day, we’ll 
watch “Luther” again this year. 

Bring your own comfy chairs and 
snacks if you wish. 
Hope you’ll join us! 
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October is Pastor Appreciation Month 
 
The SALT Committee and the Ladies’ Guild decided this year to celebrate Pastor Appreciation and 
the Reformation on the same day, Sunday, October 28.  That decision came about since we will 
be celebrating our 50th Anniversary on November 11 and are involved in all of the arrangements 
for that day, and because of other scheduling conflicts.  Both Pastor Appreciation and Reformation 
are important events in the life of our congregation.  Please join us to honor Pastor Messer and his 
family and to celebrate Martin Luther and our Lutheran heritage.  A dinner is planned that will take 
place following the Reformation Divine Service.   Please see the article about Reformation celebra-
tion for more details.  All are welcome.  If you would like to contribute food for the meal, please 
sign-up on the sheet posted on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
As a gift to Pastor and Lisa, there will be a basket in the fellowship hall for cards. Our love and 
support is an integral part of the ability of our pastor to serve us effectively. Please consider show-
ing your appreciation through a written message and/or a monetary gift.  Thanks in advance for 
your help in making this dinner a success. If you have any questions, please contact Coaline Lu-
plow, Carolyn Johnson or Dorothy Trgina. 
 
Although we are setting aside this time to specially recognize Pastor Messer and his family, we all 
need to remember that pastor appreciation is a year-round activity. Ultimately, pastor appreciation 
by a congregation is thanking God for sending His servant to us. Loving and appreciating our pas-
tor shows that same love and appreciation to God and reveals more about the congregation than it 
does about the pastor. Leadership in any organization requires risk. Pastors risk being emotionally 
hurt when they open up to us and love us unconditionally. Pastors risk being disliked if they make 
an unpopular decision. Pastors risk criticism for nearly every choice they make, every sermon they 
preach and every person they love. Many members of the congregation have demanding and criti-
cally important vocations that we preform each day.  However, most of us get a weekend now and 
then, holidays off, and at least an annual vacation.  Even when our pastor does get a day off or a 
vacation, he is available to us.  Being a pastor is a 24/7 vocation, since many of the most important 
functions of the position happen unplanned and at any time of day.  Pastor appreciation encour-
ages men, who are sinful human beings like us, to continue to make the difficult choices and serve 
with love, even when we are making his life difficult or the rigors of daily life in this world seem too 
great.  There is no way that we can completely understand the trials of our pastor, but we can tell 
him that we appreciate his dedication to our Lord and to us. 
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� PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL 
AUGUST 14 MINUTES 

Call To Order & Opening Prayer  
· President Zeile called the meeting to order at 6:34pm. Pastor Messer opened with prayer. The following members were present: Dave 

Zeile, Gary Miller, Carol Zeile, Larry Elliott, Terry Luplow, Sharyn Greening, Carolyn Johnson and Cassie Tennant. Pastor Messer 
was also present. 

Approval of Agenda  
·  Motion made by Gary Miller, supported by Sharon Greening to approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried unanimously. 
Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes 
·  Motion made by Carol Zeile, supported by Gary Miller, to approve minutes.  Motion carried unanimously 
Report(s) 
· Pastor –  �����	�����
��
��	�� Treasurer’s Report –  �����	�����
��
��	�� Financial Secretary –  �����	�����
��
��	�� Board of Elders 

– !���	�����  Board of Trustees – need volunteer to place patch on the roof, dead trees have been taken down, need people to clean up 

���
�	�
�
����	���������
���
���		���	�
��	��
����	��
��	���� 
�	��		����	
�	�  Board of Christian Education – Rally Day is 
"	��	��	��#���  Board to Evangelism – Next meeting is September 20th 
��$�%&���  Board of Stewardship – Need to finish writing the 
letter, meeting August 28th 

Business 
· Scrip proceed usage clarification - We need to maintain a $400 balance in the Scrip account.  This leaves $800 available to split 

50/50 between Anniversary Committee and Bathroom Renovation 
General Comments: None. 
Adjournment & Closing Prayer  
· Motion made by Gary Miller, supported by Terry Luplow to adjourn at 7:15 pm. Motion carried unanimously.  Pastor Messer closed 

with Prayer and Benediction 
PEACE LUTHERAN VOTERS’ ASSEMBLY 

JULY 22 MINUTES 
Call To Order & Opening Prayer  
· President Zeile called the meeting to order at 11:03am. Pastor Messer led us in prayer. There were 28 members present. 
Approval of Agenda  
· Motion by Marlene Miller, supported by Sharyn Greening, to approve the agenda as presented. Motion passed unanimously 
Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes regular meeting April 22, 2012  
· Motion by Carol Zeile supported by Larry Elliott, to approve the minutes as presented. Motion passed unanimously 
Report(s) 
· Pastor – '��������((����������)���	��*����������������	�	��	�� Treasurer-  �����	�����
��
��	�  Financial Secretary- Quarterly 

�	������
�	������	��
����+	���������	��������
��
��	�  Board of Elders – !���	�����  Board of Trustees – Cassie’s dad is going to cut 
down two trees on the 28th ����,������		�������		������������	���		��  Board of Christian Education – VBS went well, $50 donation 
�
���
	����-.���"��
����������
����
������������������ �	������"	��	��	��#���  Board of Evangelism-  ����	�����  Board of Stew-
ardship – ��
��
����������������	���
�	����
����	
���	��  Peace Lutheran Ladies Guild – Second time around sale raised $629.  New 
���������	�	��������
�����	�����
���  Peace Youth Group- '�		��/	������������
��	��������������������� 50th Anniversary Celebration 
– Meeting July 23rd at 7pm.  Any donations for the event should be given to Carol Zeile. 

Business 
· Release of Don and Aaron Reithel for self-exclusion – Motion by Larry Elliott, supported by Megan Brown to remove Don and Aa-

ron for self-exclusion. Motion passed unanimously 
· Remodeling the Bathrooms – Art Tennant has some drawings, estimate $6,000-7,000.  Members are needed to volunteer to help.  

There was a discussion about using the memorial funds to fund the project, Motion by Carol Zeile, supported by Cassie Tennant, to 
authorize the trustees to use the memorial funds to renovate the bathrooms. The motion passed with 3 no’s. 

· Discussion of Scrip proceeds and uses for those proceeds – Motion made by Dorothy Trgina, supported by Gary Miller, to use the 
current proceeds to help fund the anniversary event and the remodeling of the bathrooms, however an appropriate balance has to be left 
in the account.  Once these two projects are complete then the congregation will have to discuss the uses of the proceeds again at a later 
congregation meeting. The motion passed with 3 no’s. 

· Thrivent Choice Dollars – Have to designate funds to Peace Lutheran recurring.  Please make this designation before the 9th of every 
month.  We have received and allocated $1250 to Ladies Guild, Youth Group and Anniversary committee.  There is a balance remain-
ing of $444.87 

General Comment: None. 
Adjournment & Closing Prayer  
· Motion by Gary Miller, supported by Jon Penizen, to adjourn at 12:05pm. Motion passed unanimously. Pastor closed with Lord’s Pray-

er and Benediction.   
Respectfully submitted,  
Cassie Tennant, Secretary�
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