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On his blog a couple of weeks ago (www.pastoralmeanderings.blogspot.com), Pastor Larry Peters wrote an excellent 
post about the importance of maintaining a distinctly Lutheran piety (piety is not to be confused with pietism), especially 
in a day and age when so many Lutherans are allowing non-Lutherans to shape the way they live out their confession of 
the faith.  What is a distinctly Lutheran piety?  The following list provides the answer: 
 

· Lutheran piety is centered in the means of grace (Word and Sacrament).  Lutheran piety realizes and rejoices in the 
God who comes to us hidden, yet accessible, in the water of baptism, the living voice of His Word (read, preached, 
and heard in absolution), and, especially, the heavenly food of His body and blood in the bread and wine of the Eu-
charist.  These concrete places where God has placed Himself are the anchors of our faith and our life in Christ as 
the baptized people of God. 

 
· Lutheran piety flows from the Divine Service on Sunday morning in which we confess and are absolved, where we 

gather to hear His Word read and preached, and where we receive together the body and blood of Christ    . . . AND 
Lutheran piety flows back to the Divine Service as source and summit of our faith and life as the baptized people of 
God. 

 
· Lutheran piety mandates no outward gestures, practices, or ritual forms, but rejoices in the evangelical and catholic 

heritage and in the privilege of these church usages which, though not demanded, are salutary and consistent with 
our confession (everything from kneeling to ashes to making the sign of the cross to bowing your head at the Name 
of Jesus to the church year to vestments, etc.)  We welcome these and use them both in Christian liberty and sober 
reflection as they show externally the faith spoken on our lips and believed in our hearts. 

 
· Lutheran piety rejoices in the gift of music and receives this privilege from God as it was intended - primarily as a 

means of expressing what we believe, confess, and teach (saying back to Him what He has first spoken to us).  We 
honor music as the handmaiden to the Word and we acknowledge that its content is to be a vehicle of the Word and 
only when it is this servant of the Word can it also include the faithful and joyful response of the Christian.  Lutheran 
piety is expressed in both an appreciation for the arts in service to the Gospel and for the role of art and beauty as a 
way of teaching and helping us appreciate what God has given to us in Christ and our faithful response to that gift. 

 
· Lutheran piety remembers that in baptism we are given the gift of vocation and Lutherans celebrate this worship, 

witness, prayer, and works of mercy as the high and holy calling of the baptized.  Lutheran piety sees the domain of 
our service to God as including most prominently our service to our neighbor.  We are mindful that although certain 
callings are especially noble (church work vocations), the life of the laity is not second class, but the very sphere in 
which the baptized carry forth the works of God to spouse, children, family, friends, neighbor, employer, communi-
ty, and nation. 

 
· Lutheran piety rejects every usage of good works as cause or reason for our justification and yet rejoices and con-

fesses that good works flow from faith and are marks of the work of the Spirit within us.  We speak of good works 
and encourage one another to good works both as part of our common life within the church and our care for one 
another as brothers and sisters in Christ. 

 

· Lutheran piety refuses every attempt to turn private confession and absolution into a rule to be satisfied and yet re-
joices in this gift of God through which the burdens of our hearts are relieved, our place within the community of 
faith restored, and our lives directed to the fulfillment of that baptismal calling.  Lutheran piety is neither ashamed of 
nor embarrassed about this godly practice rooted in the words of Jesus and practiced faithfully throughout Christian 
history (though restored from its abuse during the Reformation). 
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Since I have had a few members ask about this recently, and since I have been wanting to write about this in more detail for 
some time, what follows are my thoughts on the Gift of Private Confession and Absolution: 
 
Private Confession and Absolution has sadly fallen into disuse among Lutherans in America.  This is sad because our Lutheran 
Confessions make it clear that it was the sincere intent of our Lutheran forefathers to retain this beautiful gift and to not allow 
it to fall into disuse among us:  “Our churches teach that private Absolution should be retained in the churches . . .” (AC XI).   
 
Our Lutheran forefathers held Private Confession & Absolution in such high esteem that they were even willing to conclude 
that, properly understood, it is a Blessed Sacrament.  Far from desiring to discontinue this practice, they, instead, reformed it to 
rid it of the abuses that had crept in over the years, as the Roman Catholic Church had turned this beautiful gift into a burden-
some work, thereby robbing it of the Gospel and making it a most deplorable act.  Thus, our Lutheran forefathers restored Pri-
vate Confession and Absolution to its Gospel-drenched goodness and it was received with praise and thanksgiving among Lu-
therans for a long time thereafter until, again sadly, Lutherans allowed it to fall into disuses mostly due to pressures they felt 
from Protestants in America to avoid giving the impression that they were “too Roman Catholic.”  Rather than using that occa-
sion to confess their faith and make it vividly clear that our Lutheran practice of Private Confession and Absolution was decid-
edly not like that of Roman Catholics, Lutherans buckled under the pressure and took the easy way out, phasing this practice 
out of existence over time until eventually it was all but extinct.  Some of you lived through some of the “phasing out” that 
was done, as you still remember the days when Private Confession and Absolution gave way to Announcing to the pastor your 
intention to Commune on Sundays, which gave way to signing a Communion Card on Sunday mornings, etc.   
 
In fact, what some of you may not know is that the inclusion of the Corporate Confession and Absolution which precedes the 
Divine Service on Sundays today was a part of the “phasing out” process.  It wasn’t until the late 19th and early 20th centuries 
that this practice became a norm among Lutherans, and other historic church bodies.  Until then, the Divine Service always 
began with the Introit (or a Processional Hymn), since those who would be Communing that day would have been absolved 
privately by their pastor ahead of time.     
 
But, I am happy to report that this practice is making a comeback among us today.  You might say that it is slowly being 
“phased back in” among us.  There are increasingly more pastors around our synod teaching about this, raising awareness, and 
making this Blessed Sacrament available to their people.  We have even witnessed a few recent synodical resolutions passed 
by our synod in convention encouraging pastors and congregations in our synod to reintroduce Private Confession and Absolu-
tion and to encourage its use, and there are more and more of our pastors who are reaping the benefits of this beloved gift 
themselves, securing for themselves Father Confessor to whom they can confess and be absolved.  As your pastor, I make reg-
ular use of this Sacrament, going to my Father Confessor at least seasonally to confess and be absolved, and on other occa-
sions when I feel the need.   
 
I understand the apprehension many have about this.  I had it, too.  I was a nervous wreck the first time I went to Private Con-
fession and Absolution.  But, what I learned was that my fears were unfounded and I left with more relief than I had ever be-
fore experienced, which is a sentiment I’ve heard many others express as well.  Even so, I remain a sinner, and the Old Adam 
in me remains apprehensive.  Confessing sins out loud to a pastor is a difficult thing to do, and the Old Adam in us hates it.  
So, I will not promise you that it will be easy, and I won’t even promise you that you’ll leave with a feeling of relief, as the 
Old Adam in you may continue to harass you about it.  What I will promise you is that whatever fear and apprehension you 
have will be, indeed, unfounded, for your Lord is there for one reason, and one reason only:  To say to you through the mouth 
of His called and ordained servant, “I forgive you all your sins,” and that is a beautiful and blessed thing, no matter what your 
feelings may suggest to you in your coming to, and departing from, this Sacrament.  
 
But, what will your pastor think of you when he hears your sins?  That question, which is a question I asked myself, too, fails 
to recognize that your pastor is just as big a sinner as you are.  He will not be shocked or disgusted or turned off by anything 
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you confess to him, for he has most likely done the same or worse himself.  What will he think of you?  He’ll think that you 
are a sinner who takes your sins seriously and wants them absolved by your Lord Jesus Christ, and he will delight in being the 
instrument through whom your Lord sets you free.  He’ll not look down on you in the least no matter what you confess to him, 
for those sins you confessed will have been forgiven and forgotten, never to be thought, or spoken, of again.   
 
But, why do I need to go to Private Confession and Absolution when I confess my sins and receive absolution every week in 
the Divine Service?  Let me ask you a question in return:  Why do you need to go to the altar to receive the Body and Blood of 
Jesus for the forgiveness of your sins when you already heard the absolution pronounced at the beginning of the Divine Ser-
vice?  Or, here’s another question:  Why would you deprive yourself of additional Gifts your Lord desires to give to you?  
That’s what we’re talking about here, dear friends.  Private Confession and Absolution is an additional Gift our Lord desires to 
give to you.  And, each of our Lord’s Gifts to us serve us and build us up in different ways.  Why wouldn’t we want to receive 
all that our Lord desires to give us?   
 
Think of it this way.  Most, if not all, of us have friends or family members who belong to one of the Protestant denomina-
tions, where they don’t believe that our Lord is truly Present in the Holy Supper and, therefore, do not receive the blessings 
that come with the reception of His very Body and Blood.  We would all agree that such friends and family members are miss-
ing out on a wonderful Gift our Lord has given to His Church (at least, I hope we would all agree—if you wouldn’t, let’s chat).  
Or, what about the many Christians out there who are deprived week in and week out of the Gospel altogether, receiving it 
neither in the Sacraments nor in the preaching, as popular false teachers scratch their itching ears with nothing more than moti-
vational messages and pep-talks.  Again, we would say that these Christians are missing out on the wonderful Gifts our Lord 
desires to give them.  Isn’t it the same with Lutherans who refrain from the additional Gift of Private Confession and Absolu-
tion?  Think about it.   
 
Granted, we Lutherans are extremely blessed.  Unlike our Protestant friends and family members, we do have the Gospel 
preached to us in its full purity and the Sacraments administered to us according to Christ’s Institution, and we should be ex-
tremely thankful for that, since this is only by the grace of God.  But, this doesn’t change the fact that we Lutherans have been 
missing out on all that our Lord desires to give us by allowing the Sacrament of Private Confession and Absolution to fall into 
disuse, which is why the movement to “phase this back in” has begun.  We need to ’fess up and admit that we were wrong to 
allow this precious Gift to fall into disuse and work on restoring it to its rightful place in Christ’s Church for Christians to use 
for their blessing and edification.  
 
Martin Luther said, “When I urge you to go to [Private] Confession [and Absolution], I am simply urging you to be a Chris-
tian.”  At the same time, Luther was careful not to mingle Law with Gospel, making it clear that no Christian should be forced 
to use Private Confession and Absolution.  It is not a Law Christians must follow or else be deprived of forgiveness, life, and 
salvation, but, as I’ve tried to make clear in this article, a Blessed Gift that should be made available to all who wish to receive 
it.  It’s the Gospel, dear friends.  Just like Holy Baptism is the Gospel.  Just like Holy Preaching is the Gospel.  Just like the 
Holy Liturgy is the Gospel.  Just like the Holy Supper is the Gospel.  Holy Absolution, whether Corporately or Privately, is the 
Gospel.  Christians love the Gospel.  Christians long to receive the Gospel.  That is what Luther meant when he said that he 
was just urging people to be Christians when he urged them to go to Private Confession and Absolution.   
 
So, I invite you to receive the Gospel as it is delivered to you in this additional and unique Gift from the Lord.  It’s an invita-
tion, not a command.  You are free to receive this Gift or not to receive it.  But, the Church is not free to deprive those who 
want to receive this Gift of the opportunity to do so, and neither are her pastors.  Thus, throughout the season of Lent, I am 
setting aside Wednesday mornings from 8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. for anyone who wishes to receive this Gift (and, as always, I 
will readily make myself available to anyone who wishes to receive this Gift at other times).  I will either be in the sanctuary 
or in my office, as I plan to use the time not spent hearing confession and pronouncing absolution for prayer and study.  A 
hymnal will be set up on the altar rail with its ribbons marking the pages for Psalm 51 and for the Rite of Individual (Private) 
Confession and Absolution.  Simply let me know that you are there to receive this Gift and then go to the altar to kneel (or 
stand), where you may prayerfully prepare.  If I’m not already vested and in the sanctuary, I will get vested and come in to sit 
in the chair on the other side of the altar rail to hear your confession.  When you are ready, you turn to the Rite in the hymnal 
and begin.  I will also have a sign on the doors going into the nave, so that no one will enter and disturb us.   
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For those of you who have never done this, the Rite itself is short and simple.  It is found on pages 292-293 of our hymnal, and 
is included here for you to review: 
 

INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
You may prepare yourself by meditating on the Ten Commandments (pages 321-322).  You may also pray the penitential 
psalms (6, 32, 38, 51, 102, 130, or 143).   
 

If you are not burdened with particular sins, do not trouble yourself or search for or invent other sins, thereby turning con-
fession into a torture.  Instead, mention one or two sins that you know and let that be enough. 
 

When you are ready, kneel (or stand) and say: 
 

Pastor, please hear my confession and pronounce forgiveness in order to fulfill God’s will. 
Proceed. 
 

I, a poor sinner, plead guilty before God of all sins.  I have lived as if God did not matter and as if I mattered most.  My 
������� �	
�� �� 	��� �����������	�� �� ������� 
������ ��� 	�����	����� 	��� �	�������� � �� 	��� ���� ���� ���� ����� 	��� ����
way with me, and so my love for others has failed.  There are those whom I have hurt, and those whom I have failed to 
help.  My thoughts and desires have been soiled with sin.   
 

If you wish to confess specific sins that trouble you, continue as follows: 
 

What troubles me particularly is that . . .  
 

Confess whatever you have done against the commandments of God, according to your own place in life.  The pastor may 
gently question or instruct you—not to pry or judge—but to assist in self-examination.   
 

Then conclude by saying: 
I am sorry for all of this and ask for grace.  I want to do better. 
God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith. 
Amen. 
Do you believe that my forgiveness is God’s forgiveness? 
Yes. 
Let it be done for you as you believe.   
 

The pastor places his hands on the head of the penitent and says: 
In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the �  
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

The pastor may speak additional Scripture passages to comfort and strengthen the faith of those who have great burdens of 
conscience or are sorrowful and distressed.   
 

The pastor concludes: 
Go in peace. 
Amen. 
 
As the rubric above states, do not torture yourself by searching for or inventing sins to confess.  Confess only those sins that 
are troubling you.  And, if no specific sins come to mind, simply confess the general confession included in the Rite and leave 
it at that.  Remember, this is not meant to be burdensome, but a Gift!  Also, while the rubrics state that the pastor may gently 
question or instruct you during your confession, or speak additional Scripture passages following, that will only happen if it is 
necessary.  Usually, I will not say a word beyond what is given me to say in the Rite itself.  The Rite is short and simple, as 
said above, and oh so sweet—for it is pure Gift, and I hope that you will prayerfully consider receiving it.   
Your Servant in Christ, 
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PEACE LUTHERAN 
LADIES GUILD 

the Ladies Guild  is collecting the following items for 
Layettes to send to the Lutheran World Relief: 

2 receiving blankets 
2 shirts 

2 gowns or sleepers 
4 cloth diapers 

1 sweater 
2 washcloths 

1 bath-size bar of soap 
2 diaper pins 

Wrap the items in one of the receiving blankets and 
secure with diaper pins. 

 

COLLECTION DATES:January 1 - March 31 
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Call To Order & Opening Prayer  
¨ President Zeile called the meeting to order at 7:03pm. Pastor Messer conducted the opening prayer. The following members were present: 

Carol Zeile, Gary Miller, Sharyn Greening, Dave Zeile, Carolyn Johnson, Larry Elliott, Amy Blair, and Cassie Tennant.  Pastor Messer was 
also present. 

Approval of Agenda 
¨ Motion made by Carol Zeile, supported by Gary Miller to approve amended agenda. Motion carried unanimously. 
Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes 
¨ Motion made by Sharyn Greening, supported by Gary Miller, to approve minutes as amended.  Motion carried unanimously 
Report(s) 
¨ Pastor – ����������	
���  Treasurer’s Report – Full report attached, $150 was received from the City, which was reflected in the total offer-

ings for 2011, correction will be made on final income/expense report.  Motion by Larry Elliott, supported by Gary Miller to give $300 from 
����������	�����������������������������
���������� ������	�����������������������������������
�� Financial Secretary – Yearly reports just 
������������������� Board of Elders – ���������  Board of Trustees – ���������� Board of Christian Education – The Christmas program 
went great, all the kids did 	����
����������� Board of Evangelism –  next meeting is January 12th��������������	�����	�
��	�����������	��
Board of Stewardship – need to meet to setup new health insurance program for Pastor Messer and his family. 

Business 
¨ Consumers Energy Bill – Gary Miller will contact consumers and inquire about their monthly payment plan program and report back to the 

council in February 
¨ Transition to New Officers – Pastor Messer will email officer job descriptions to all the new officers.  Motion made by Larry Elliott, support-

ed by Gary Miller, to remove Carol Zeile and Christopher S Brown from Peace Lutheran Church’s 4 savings accounts, 1 checking account, 
and the safe deposit box, and to add our new Treasurer, Amy Blair, and new President, David W Zeile, to all 4 savings accounts and 1 check-
ing account and safe deposit box.  Online Banking access and the debit cards for Carol Zeile and Christopher S Brown should also be removed 
and deactiviated, and setup new account access and debit cards for Amy Blair and David W Zeile.   Please note that account 1710336395 
should also include Carolyn Johnson.  Motion also includes establishing a new savings account for Thrivent Choice Dollars, with Amy Blair 
and David W Zeile as the authorized signors for this account.   Motion passed unanimously. 

¨ Thrivent Choice Dollars – Now that a new savings account is being established Carol Zeile and Sharyn Greening volunteered to serve as 
representatives for discretion over use of funds. Carol will draft a procedural document for the voter’s assembly explaining how the Thrivent 
Choice Dollars can be used by members of the church. 

¨ Scrip Pro – Program is going well, made $476.58 already, another order to be placed on Sunday January 8, 2011 
¨ Replacing Office Printer – Larry Elliott will look into replacing the office printer 
 Pastor Messer excused himself from the remainder of the meeting at 8:58pm. Council members continued 
¨ Proposed 2012 Budget – Motion made by Sharyn Greening, supported by Larry Elliott, to review the 2012 proposed budget as presented by 

the Budget and Finance Committee now that the final income and expenses have been presented for 2011, the council reevaluated the pro-
posed budget and made some changes that will be presented to the Voter’s at our next meeting on January 22.  The first item to note is that we 
can within $700 of our income budget, so the council felt that the offering budget for 2011 was reasonable, the Stewardship committee also 
received an additional $3000-$4000 in additional pledges for 2012.  So total offerings budgeted for 2012 was adjusted to a total of $113,003.  
The two expense areas that were then changed were Administrative Assistant and Pastoral. Motion passed unanimously.   Carol will also put 
an article in the January newsletter so members of the congregation so they have a chance to see and review the budget prior to our next Vot-
er’s Assembly meeting.  

¨ Forgiving Pastor’s Loan – this discussion was tabled, for further research 
General Comments –  
¨ Email all Voter’s Assembly meeting agenda items to Cassie, Thrivent Choice Dollars and Approving 2012 Budget, have already been added 
¨ Adjournment & Closing Prayer – Motion made by Gary Miller, supported by Sharyn Greening, adjourn at 9:56pm. Motion carried unani-

mously. Larry Elliott closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Cassie Tennant, Secretary 
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