the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that
there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.”
46
And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47and my spirit rejoices in
God my Savior, 48for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. For
behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 49for he who is
mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 50And his mercy is
for those who fear him from generation to generation. 51He has shown strength
with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 52he has
brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of humble estate;
53
he has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent empty
away. 54He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 55as he
spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever.”
56
And Mary remained with her about three months and returned to her
home.

The Visitation

The Apostles’ Creed (p. 192)
The Hymn of the Day: 359 “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”
The Homily
Offerings are not gathered during Service. While Pastor Messer prepares the Table for
the Holy Supper, you may spend time prayerfully preparing to receive the Blessed Sacrament (you may wish to read through Luther’s “Christian Questions . . .” on pp. 329-330).
If you wish to leave an offering, you may do so by placing it in the plate by the door as
you depart after Service.

The Prayer of the Church
P Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.

The Service of the Sacrament
(Communicants are to be in full confessional fellowship with the LCMS)
The Preface - Agnus Dei (pp. 194-199)
The Distribution
The Nunc Dimittis - Benediction (pp. 199-202)
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The Visitation
Divine Service 3, Page 184
The Service of Preparation
(Upon entering the nave, silence should be observed to allow all the opportunity to prayerfully
prepare for the presence of the Lord and the reception of His gifts)
Preparatory Prayer
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In the multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to worship and
confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord. Amen.

Confession and Absolution (p. 184)

The Service of the Word
The Introit

1 Sam. 2:1-2, 7-8; antiphon: Luke 1:46b-47

My soul magnifies the LORD,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.
My heart exults in the LORD; my strength is exalted in the LORD.
My mouth derides my enemies, because I rejoice in your salvation.
There is none holy like the LORD; there is none besides you;
there is no rock like our God.
The LORD makes poor and makes rich;
he brings low and he exalts.
He raises up the poor from the dust; he lifts the needy from the ash heap
to make them sit with princes and inherit a seat of honor.
For the pillars of the earth are the LORD’S,
and on them he has set the world.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
My soul magnifies the LORD,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.

The Kyrie (p. 186)
The Gloria in Excelsis (p. 189)
The Salutation and Collect of the Day (p. 189)
Almighty God, You chose the virgin Mary to be the mother of Your Son and
made known through her Your gracious regard for the poor and lowly and
despised. Grant that we may receive Your Word in humility and faith, and so
be made one with Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

The Old Testament Reading

Isaiah 11:1-5

1

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch
from his roots shall bear fruit. 2And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon
him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might,
the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3And his delight shall be in
the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth
with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the
wicked. 5Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the
belt of his loins.

The Gradual
Ps. 103:2; 105:5; 100:4
Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and forget not all his benefits.
Remember the wondrous works that he has done,
his miracles, and the judgments he uttered.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise!
Give thanks to him; bless his name!
The Epistle

Romans 12:9-16

9

Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good.
10
Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing
honor. 11Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 13Contribute to
the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality.
14
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice
with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16Live in harmony with
one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be conceited.

The Alleluia and Verse
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment
of what was spoken to her from the Lord.

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
The Holy Gospel
39

Luke 1:39-56

In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a
town in Judah, 40and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.
41
And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her
womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, 42and she exclaimed with
a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your
womb! 43And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should
come to me? 44For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears,

