the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell.
29
Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall
to the ground apart from your Father. 30But even the hairs of your head
are all numbered. 31Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than
many sparrows. 32So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I
also will acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven.
The Apostles’ Creed (p. 192)

The Feast of
St. Polycarp, Bishop

The Hymn of the Day: 736 “Consider How the Birds Above”
The Homily
Offerings are not gathered during Service. While Pastor Messer prepares the Table for
the Holy Supper, you may spend time prayerfully preparing to receive the Blessed Sacrament (you may wish to read through Luther’s “Christian Questions . . .” on pp. 329-330).
If you wish to leave an offering, you may do so by placing it in the plate by the door as
you depart after Service.

The Prayer of the Church
P Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.

The Service of the Sacrament
(Communicants are to be in full confessional fellowship with the LCMS)
The Preface - Agnus Dei (pp. 194-199)
The Distribution
The Nunc Dimittis - Benediction (pp. 199-202)
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The Feast of St. Polycarp, Bishop
Divine Service 3, Page 184
The Service of Preparation
(Upon entering the nave, silence should be observed to allow all the opportunity to
prayerfully prepare for the presence of the Lord and the reception of His gifts)
Preparatory Prayer
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In
the multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to
worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord.

Confession and Absolution (pp. 184-185)

The Service of the Word
The Introit
Ps. 132:13-18; antiphon: Sirach 45:30
The Lord made to him a covenant of peace and made him a prince;
that the dignity of priesthood should be to him forever.
The LORD has chosen Zion;
he has desired it for his dwelling place:
“This is my resting place forever;
here I will dwell, for I have desired it.
I will abundantly bless her provisions;
I will satisfy her poor with bread.
Her priests I will clothe with salvation,
and her saints will shout for joy.
There I will make a horn to sprout for David;
I have prepared a lamp for my anointed.
His enemies I will clothe with shame,
but on him his crown will shine.”
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
The Lord made to him a covenant of peace and made him a prince;
that the dignity of priesthood should be to him forever.
The Kyrie (p. 186)
The Gloria in Excelsis (pp. 187-189)

The Salutation and Collect of the Day (p. 189)
Have regard for our weakness, Almighty God, and since the weight of
our own deeds bears us down, let the faithful example of Blessed St.
Polycarp, Thy Bishop and Martyr, direct us to Thy mercy; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with Thee and
the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end.
The Epistle
1 John 3:10-16
10
By this it is evident who are the children of God, and who are the
children of the devil: whoever does not practice righteousness is not of
God, nor is the one who does not love his brother.
11
For this is the message that you have heard from the beginning,
that we should love one another. 12We should not be like Cain, who
was of the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder
him? Because his own deeds were evil and his brother's righteous.
13
Do not be surprised, brothers, that the world hates you. 14We know
that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brothers. Whoever does not love abides in death. 15Everyone who hates his
brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life
abiding in him.
16
By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we
ought to lay down our lives for the brothers.
The Gradual
I have found David, my servant;
with my holy oil I have anointed him.
So that my hand shall be established with him;
my arm also shall strengthen him.
The enemy shall not outwit him;
the wicked shall not humble him.

Ps. 89:20-22

The Alleluia and Verse
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
The LORD hath sworn and will not repent,
“Thou art a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.”
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

The Holy Gospel
Matthew 10:26-32
26
“So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered that will not be
revealed, or hidden that will not be known. 27What I tell you in the
dark, say in the light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim on the
housetops. 28And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill

