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Welcome
Welcome to the Lord’s House this morning for Divine Service. Rejoice, for
throughout this Easter Season we celebrate our Lord’s victory over sin, death,
and the devil, which is made certain by His glorious resurrection from the tomb.
Death could not keep its hold on the Son of God—He lives! And, because He
lives, He comes to us here in this place to give us His gifts of forgiveness, life,
and salvation through His precious means of grace—His Holy Word and Sacraments. We pray the Lord’s richest blessings upon you as you receive these Divine gifts. Please take the time to fill out the Record of Fellowship form that is
in the pew. If you are visiting with us this morning, we want you to know that
we are overjoyed that you are here. Please make your visit known to us by introducing yourself to us after the Service and by signing the guest book that is in the
hallway on the left as you leave the nave. The Lord be with us in Divine Service
this morning!
Holy Communion Practice
 The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and
glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only
bread and wine, but His very Body and Blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another.
In preparation for receiving this blessed Sacrament, you may refer to Martin
Luther’s “Christian Questions with Their Answers” found on pages 329-330
in LSB.
 Communicants at this altar are to be in full confessional fellowship with the
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Any who are not yet instructed, in
doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and
the LCMS are asked, out of love and Christian responsibility, to refrain from
partaking with us this morning. If you have any questions regarding Holy
Communion, you are invited and encouraged to speak with the pastor before
or after the Service.
 See Matt. 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:14-20; 1 Cor. 11:17-34.

Our Mission Statement
The mission of Peace Lutheran Church is to welcome all people into the fellowship of God’s love by proclaiming the forgiveness of sins through Jesus Christ
and to nurture our members with God’s Holy Word and Sacraments.
The chant tone, introit, collect, and gradual are from Lutheran Service Book, Altar Book © 2006 CPH. Unless otherwise indicated, all
Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. This bulletin was created using Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 CPH.

“Then [Jesus] said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here, and see
My hands; and put out your hand, and place it in My side. Do
not disbelieve, but believe.’ Thomas answered Him, ‘My Lord
and My God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because
you have seen Me? Blessed are those who have not seen and
yet have believed.” (John 20:27-29)
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LSB Divine Service 1, Page 151
The Service of Preparation
(Even with the celebratory spirit of this Easter Season, silence should still be observed upon
entering the nave to allow all the opportunity to prayerfully prepare for the presence of the
Lord and the reception of His gifts)

Preparatory Prayer
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In the multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to worship and
confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord. Amen.

The Prelude and Ringing of the Bells
(At the conclusion of the Ringing of the Bells, the congregation stands and faces the
processional cross for the Easter Proclamation and Procession. It is customary to
continue facing the cross as it is processed in and to bow your head and make the
sign of the cross in reverence and admiration to the Lord as it passes your pew. The
same applies for the recessional as Service concludes.)

The Easter Proclamation
P He is risen!
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
The Processional Hymn: 490 “Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won”
The Remembrance of Baptism
P Through the Sacrament of Holy Baptism, we have been raised
with Christ to new life;
C we have been given the new birth of water and of the Spirit.
The Confession and Absolution (p. 151)

From Martin Luther’s Sermon for
Quasimodo Geniti
John 20:19-31
So then you understand that the Gospel is nothing but preaching and glad tidings, how Christ entered into the throes of death
for us, took upon himself all our sins and abolished them; not that
it was needful for him to do it, but it was pleasing to the Father;
and that he has bestowed all this upon us, in order that we might
boldly stand upon it against sin, death, Satan and hell. Hence arises great, unspeakable joy, such as the disciples here experience.
The text says: "The disciples therefore were glad, when they saw
the Lord"--not a Lord, who inspired them with terror or burdened
them with labor and toil, but who provided for them and watched
over them like a father is the lord of his estate and cares for his
own. Aye, then first they rejoiced most on his account, when he
spake to them: "Peace be unto you! It is I", and when he had
showed unto them his hands and feet, that is, his works, all which
were to be theirs.
In the same manner he still comes to us through the Gospel,
offers us peace and bestows his works upon us: if we believe, we
have them; if we believe not, we have them not. For the Lord's
hands and feet really signify nothing but his works, which he has
done here upon earth for men. And the showing of his side is
nothing but the showing of his heart, in order that we may see
how kind, loving and fatherlike his mind is toward us. All this is
set forth for us in the Gospel as certainly and clearly as it was revealed and shown to the disciples bodily in our text. And it is
much better that it is done through the Gospel than if he now entered here by the door; for you would not know him, even if you
saw him standing before you, even much less than the Jews recognized him.

Communicants are invited to pray the following:
Before receiving the Sacrament:
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy
body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith
for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The Service of the Word
The Introit

Ps. 81:1, 7a, 10, 16b; antiphon: 1 Peter 2:2a

Thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament:
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving
body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, having
with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy
Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through
Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.

The Easter Proclamation
P He is risen!
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Like newborn infants, Alle- | luia,*
long for the pure spiritual milk [of the Word.] Alle- | luia.
Sing aloud to | God our strength;*
shout for joy to the God of | Jacob!
In distress you called, and I de- | livered you;*
I answered you in the secret place of | thunder.
I am the | LORD your God,*
who brought you up out of the land of | Egypt.
Open your mouth wide, and I will | fill it;*
and with honey from the rock I would sat- | isfy you.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Like newborn infants, Alle- | luia,*
long for the pure spiritual milk [of the Word.] Alle- | luia.

The Benediction (p. 166)

The Kyrie (pp. 152-153)

The Recessional Hymn: 482 “This Joyful Eastertide”

The Hymn of Praise: “This is the Feast” (p. 155)

The Postlude

The Salutation and Collect of the Day (p. 156)

Distribution Hymns
617 “O Lord, We Praise Thee”
472 “These Things Did Thomas Count as Real”
473 “Our Paschal Lamb, That Sets Us Free”
The Post-Communion Canticle: Thank the Lord (p. 164)
The Post-Communion Collect (p. 166)

Soli Deo Gloria!

Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection may
by Your grace confess in our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord and God;
through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

The Old Testament Reading
1

Ezekiel 37:1-14

The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of
the LORD and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 2And
he led me around among them, and behold, there were very many on the surface
of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. 3And he said to me, “Son of man,
can these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 4Then he said
to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word
of the LORD. 5Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath
to enter you, and you shall live. 6And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause
flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you
shall live, and you shall know that I am the LORD.”

7

24

So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a
sound, and behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone.
8
And I looked, and behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come
upon them, and skin had covered them. But there was no breath in them.
9
Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say
to the breath, Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath,
and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” 10So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their
feet, an exceedingly great army.
11
Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of
Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are
clean cut off.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord
GOD: Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from your graves, O my
people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that
I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O
my people. 14And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I
will place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I am the LORD; I
have spoken, and I will do it, declares the LORD.”

Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when
Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he
said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger
into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.”
26
Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with
them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and
see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve,
but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to
him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who
have not seen and yet have believed.”
30
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are
not written in this book; 31but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus
is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his
name.

The Anthem: 477 “Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven”

The Sermon

The Epistle

1 John 5:4-10

4

For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this
is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. 5Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?
6
This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water
only but by the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies,
because the Spirit is the truth. 7For there are three that testify: 8the Spirit and
the water and the blood; and these three agree. 9If we receive the testimony of
men, the testimony of God is greater, for this is the testimony of God that he
has borne concerning his Son. 10Whoever believes in the Son of God has the
testimony in himself. Whoever does not believe God has made him a liar,
because he has not believed in the testimony that God has borne concerning
his Son.

The Alleluia and Verse (p. 156 - Common)
The Holy Gospel
19

The Nicene Creed (p. 158)
The Hymn of the Day: 470 “O Sons and Daughters of the King”

The Prayer of the Church (p. 159)
P Lord, in Your mercy, C hear our prayer.
The Offering

“We Praise You and Acknowledge You”

The Offertory (pp. 159-160)

The Service of the Sacrament
(Please read the statement regarding Holy Communion on the back of the bulletin)

The Preface and Proper Preface (pp. 160-161)
The Sanctus (p. 161)
The Prayer of Thanksgiving (p. 161)

John 20:19-31

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being
locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood
among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20When he had said this, he
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw
the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent
me, even so I am sending you.” 22And when he had said this, he breathed on
them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.”

Roger Humphrey

(If you have not done so already, please sign and share the Fellowship folders in the pews to
assist us in keeping accurate attendance records. Thank you.)

The Lord’s Prayer (p. 162)
The Words of Our Lord (p. 162)
The Pax Domini (p. 163)
The Agnus Dei (P. 163)

