Welcome
Welcome to the Lord’s House this evening for Service. Tonight, we continue to observe the penitential season of Lent. Lent is:
• a time in which God’s baptized people cleanse their hearts through the
disciplines of repentance, prayer, fasting, and almsgiving;
• a time in which God’s people prepare with joy for the paschal feast of
Easter;
• a time in which God renews His people’s zeal in faith and life;
• a time in which we pray that we may be given the fullness of grace that
belongs to the children of God.
If you are visiting with us this evening, we are overjoyed that you are here.
Please make your visit known to us by signing the guest book which is in
the hallway on the left as you exit the nave. The Lord be with you this evening and throughout this Lententide, that you may be led to true repentance
and faith in the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Amen!
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An Introduction to Vespers
Vespers, meaning “evening” (from the Latin vespera), was originally
known as lucernarium, as candles or lamps were lit in the course of its liturgy. Vespers was originally part of the night office, but by the time of St.
Benedict (ca. AD 480-543), it was transferred to the early evening or late
afternoon. Along with Matins (the corresponding morning Service), Luther
retained Vespers as a daily office of preaching, praise, and prayer. In structure, Vespers is very similar to Matins, as both services provide for praise
of God in psalmody, hymns, and canticles; the opportunity for the reading
and proclamation of God’s Word; and space for the prayers of the faithful.
—Treasury of Daily Prayer, p. O-11
“The Wound of Denial”
Jesus has been wounded by Judas’ betrayal and by the apathy of His disciples, but Peter’s denial inflicts a wound even more painful. Peter’s denial
cuts deeper because he is one of Jesus’ closest followers, and his denial is
more intentional than apathy. Yet while Jesus suffers Peter’s denial, and
ours, He remains devoted to winning salvation and life with God for Peter
and for us.
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Collect for Peace
O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works,
give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our
hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Benedicamus

Benediction

LSB ORDER OF VESPERS, Page 229
The Service of Preparation
(Upon entering the nave, silence should be observed to allow all the opportunity to
prayerfully prepare for the presence of the Lord and the reception of His gifts)

Preparatory Prayers
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory
dwells. In the multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart that I may
enter Your house to worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus
Christ, my God and Lord. Amen.
O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in
spirit and in truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the
preaching of Your Word so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus
Christ as my Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. Hear me for the sake of
His name. Amen.

Prelude and Ringing of the Bells
(The congregation stands at the conclusion of the Ringing of the Bells for the Opening Versicles)

Sit

The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ Drawn from the Four Gospels
Part III: The Palace of the High Priest
(At the conclusion of the reading, the acolytes and pastor depart the nave.
After they have departed, the congregation departs in silence.)
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Salutation and Collects

Collect of the Day
Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts
that, lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness, we may receive from You full pardon and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Additional Collect
O God of Sabaoth, Creator and Preserver of all things, in Your infinite mercy
You have given Your only-begotten Son to redeem the children of men, that
by His innocent death on the cross He should blot out the handwriting of our
sins and reconcile the world to You. For His sake, accept our humble praise
and graciously hear our supplications. Give us true repentance; forgive us
our sins, negligence, and ignorance; and by Your Holy Spirit grant that we
may live according to Your Word. Enable us to cast off the works of darkness, which war against the soul, and deliver us from all our enemies, both
visible and invisible, which seek to destroy us. Help us to walk by faith in
Your sight, to crucify the flesh, and to keep ourselves pure from all unholy
thoughts, words, and actions. Incline our hearts to fear, love, and trust in You
above all things, and let them be so fixed with steadfast faith in Christ, Your
Son, that, being guided by the light of His truth, we may at length obtain the
light and joy of heaven, and give all praise and glory to You; through the
same Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Opening Versicles

Psalmody
Psalm 147:1-11 (antiphon: v. 1)

Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises | to our God;*
for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is | fitting.
The LORD builds up Je- | rusalem;*
he gathers the outcasts of | Israel.
He heals the broken- | hearted*
and binds | up their wounds.
He determines the number | of the stars;*
he gives to all of | them their names.
Great is our Lord, and abund- | ant in power;*
his understanding is beyond | measure.
The LORD lifts up the | humble;*
he casts the wicked | to the ground.
Sing to the LORD with thanks- | giving;*
make melody to our God | on the lyre!
He covers the heavens with clouds; he prepares rain | for the earth;*
he makes the grass grow | on the hills.
He gives to the | beasts their food,*
and to the young ravens | that cry.
His delight is not in the strength | of the horse,*
nor his pleasure in the legs | of a man,
but the LORD takes pleasure in those who | fear him,*
in those who hope in his | steadfast love.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises | to our God;*
for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is | fitting.
Sit

Prayer
Kyrie Eleison ~ Lord, have mercy

Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Canticle

Office Hymn: 435 “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain”

Antiphon—Common

Magnificat ~ Song of Mary

Text (sts. 1–4) and Music: Public domain.

Readings
The First Reading

Jeremiah 17:5-18
Thus says the LORD: “Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes flesh his
strength, whose heart turns away from the LORD. 6He is like a shrub in the desert, and
shall not see any good come. He shall dwell in the parched places of the wilderness, in
an uninhabited salt land.
7
“Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, whose trust is the LORD. 8He is like a
tree planted by water, that sends out its roots by the stream, and does not fear when heat
comes, for its leaves remain green, and is not anxious in the year of drought, for it does
not cease to bear fruit.
9
“The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand
10
it? I, the LORD search the heart and test the mind, to give every man according to his
ways, according to the fruit of his deeds.
11
“Like the partridge that gathers a brood that she did not hatch, so is he who gets
rich but not by justice; in the midst of his days they will leave him, and at his end will
be a fool.
12
“A glorious throne set on high from the beginning is the place of our sanctuary.
13
O LORD, the hope of Israel, all who forsake you shall be put to shame; those who turn
away from you shall be written in the earth, for they have forsaken the LORD, the fountain of living water.”
5

14

“Heal me, O LORD, and I shall be healed; save me, and I shall be saved, for you
are my praise. 15Behold, they say to me, ‘Where is the word of the LORD? Let it
come!’ 16I have not run away from being your shepherd, nor have I desired the day
of sickness. You know what came out of my lips; it was before your face. 17Be not a
terror to me; you are my refuge in the day of disaster. 18Let those be put to shame
who persecute me, but let me not be put to shame; let them be dismayed, but let me
not be dismayed; bring upon them the day of disaster; destroy them with double destruction!”

Responsory—Lent

Psalm 51:14; 59:1; 141:8

Silence for meditation upon God’s Word
P O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

The Second Reading

1 Peter 4:12-19
Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test
you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13But rejoice insofar as
you share Christ’s sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is
revealed. 14If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the
Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. 15But let none of you suffer as a murderer
or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. 16Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let
him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name. 17For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with us, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18And, “If the righteous is
scarcely saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” 19Therefore let
those who suffer according to God’s will entrust their souls to a faithful Creator
while doing good.
12

Hymn: 450 “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” (stzs. 1-4)

Silence for meditation upon God’s Word
P O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

The Third Reading

Matthew 26:69-75
Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. And a servant girl came up to
him and said, “You also were with Jesus the Galilean.” 70But he denied it before
them all, saying, “I do not know what you mean.” 71And when he went out to the
entrance, another servant girl saw him, and she said to the bystanders, “This man was
with Jesus of Nazareth.” 72And again he denied it with an oath: “I do not know the
man.” 73After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, “Certainly you
too are one of them, for your accent betrays you.” 74Then he began to invoke a curse
on himself and to swear, “I do not know the man.” And immediately the rooster
crowed. 75And Peter remembered the saying of Jesus, “Before the rooster crows, you
will deny me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly.
69

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, number 100010335.
Music: Public domain

Silence for meditation upon God’s Word
P O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
P In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

Sermon: “The Wound of Denial” (Matt. 26:69-75)
The Offering is gathered for the Lord’s work
(If you have not done so already, please sign and share the Fellowship folders in the
pews to assist us in keeping accurate attendance records. Thank you.)
Stand

