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Welcome 

Welcome to the Lord’s House this morning for the Memorial Service of 

James Anthony Elenbaas.  Jim was baptized into Christ at First Methodist 

Church in Cadillac, MI on March 22, 1935.  He was confirmed at First 

Methodist Church in Alma, MI in June, 1947.  He was catechized in the 

Lutheran faith and welcomed into fellowship by the Rite of Adult Confir-

mation at Emmaus Lutheran Church (LCMS) in Fort Wayne, IN in 1964.  

His employment with J.C. Penney required him to move frequently and 

Jim held membership in several LCMS congregations through the years, 

until he was transferred here to Peace Lutheran Church in Alma, MI on 

November 25, 2001.  It goes without saying that Jim will be dearly 

missed.  But, we rejoice this morning, even in the midst of our sorrow, for 

we know that Jim now wears the crown of glory and enjoys unspeakable 

peace, joy, and comfort with the Lord and all His saints and angels in the 

paradise of heaven.  Therefore, our Service this morning is a celebration 

of the life Jim now lives in heaven; the same life which awaits all who 

trust in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. 
   

A Note About Today’s Service 

You will not need a hymnal to follow the Service this morning as the en-

tire Service has been printed out in the bulletin for your convenience. 
 

Cemetery Procession and Luncheon 

Immediately following the Service, all are invited to process with the fam-

ily to Salt River Cemetery in Shepherd, MI for the Committal and Inter-

ment.  A luncheon, provided by Peace Lutheran Ladies Guild, will be 

served here at Peace in our Fellowship Hall upon return from the ceme-

tery for all who wish to attend.     
 

Our Mission Statement 
The mission of Peace Lutheran Church is to welcome all people into the fel-

lowship of God’s love by proclaiming the forgiveness of sins through Jesus 

Christ and to nurture our members with God’s Holy Word and Sacraments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[THIS PAGE IS INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK;  

COLORED BULLETIN COVER IS USED] 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peace Evangelical Lutheran ChurchPeace Evangelical Lutheran ChurchPeace Evangelical Lutheran ChurchPeace Evangelical Lutheran Church 

325 E. Warwick Dr. ~ Alma, Michigan ~ 48801 

463-5754 ~ www.peacealma.org 

Email:  contact@peacealma.org 

Rev. Thomas C. Messer, Pastor 

Home:  463-3093 ~ Cell:  (989) 388-2037 

Email:  pastor@peacealma.org 

The liturgy and all hymns are from Lutheran Service Book © 2006 CPH.  Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from 
The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permis-

sion. All rights reserved.  This insert was created using Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 CPH. 



The Memorial Service of 
James Anthony Elenbaas (3/2/1935 - 1/30/09) 

28 February Anno TTTT Domini 2009 
 

[Jesus said:] “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears My word and believes 
Him who sent Me has eternal life.  He does not come into judgment, but has 
passed from death to life.” (John 5:24) 

     

The Prelude and Ringing of the Bells 
(Please stand at the Ringing of the Bells and face the processional cross.  It is cus-

tomary to continue facing the cross as it is processed in, and to bow your head and 

make the sign of the cross in reverence and admiration to the Lord as it passes your 

pew.  The same applies for the recessional as Service concludes.)   

 

The Processional Hymn:  LSB 837 “Lift High the Cross”  

 

 

 

 
  

5 Let ev’ry race and ev’ry language tell 

 Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell.  Refrain 

 

6 So shall our song of triumph ever: 

 Praise to the Crucified for victory!  Refrain 
 

 

 

Text (sts. ref, 1–6) and Music: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, number 100010335. 

 
 

Comfort from God’s Holy Word 
 

“So we do not lose heart.  Though our outer self is wasting 

away, our inner self it being renewed day by day.  For this 

light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal 

weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to the 

things that are seen but to the things that are unseen.  For the 

things that are seen are transient, but the things that are un-

seen are eternal” (2 Corinthians 4:16-18). 

 

“ . . . as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be 

at all ashamed, but that with full courage now as always 

Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by 

death.  For to me to live is Christ, and to dies is 

gain” (Philippians 1:20-21).   

 

“But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about 

those who are asleep, that you may not grieve as others do 

who have no hope.  For since we believe that Jesus died and 

rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him 

those who have fallen asleep (1 Thessalonians 4:13-14). 

 

“‘Let not your hearts be troubled.  Believe in God; believe 

also in me.  In my Father’s house are many rooms.  If it were 

not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for 

you?  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 

again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may 

be also.  And you know the way to where I am going.’  Tho-

mas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going.  

How can we know the way?’  Jesus said to him, ‘I am the 

way, and the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father 

except through me’” (John 14:1-6).   
    

 
 



Serving Our Lord Today 
 

    

The Presiding MinisterThe Presiding MinisterThe Presiding MinisterThe Presiding Minister    
Rev. Thomas C. Messer, Pastor 

 
The OrganistThe OrganistThe OrganistThe Organist    
Mary Jakolat 

 
The CruciferThe CruciferThe CruciferThe Crucifer    

Elder Terry Luplow 

 
The LectorThe LectorThe LectorThe Lector    

Elder Larry Elliott 

 
The ChoirThe ChoirThe ChoirThe Choir    

Peace Lutheran Church Choir ~ Mary Jakolat, Director 

 
The Ushers   The Ushers   The Ushers   The Ushers       

Bill Brostrom 
Vern Jakolat 
Gary Miller 
Don Reithel 

 
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

The Invocation 
The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

CCCC Amen. 

 

The Remembrance of Baptism 
P In Holy Baptism, Jim Elenbaas was clothed with the robe of 

Christ’s righteousness that covered all his sin.  St. Paul says:  “Do 

you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ 

Jesus were baptized into His death?” 

CCCC We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, in 

order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 

glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.  For 

if we have been united with Him in a death like His, we shall 

certainly be united with Him in a resurrection like His. 

 

The Entrance Hymn:  LSB 507 “Holy, Holy, Holy” 

 

 

 

 
 
Text (sts. 1–4) and Music: Public domain 

 

 



The Kyrie 
 

P Lord, have mercy upon us. 

CCCC Christ, have mercy upon us.   

 Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

The Salutation and Collect of the Day: 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

CCCC And with your spirit. 
 

P Let us pray: 

 O God of grace and mercy, we give thanks for Your loving-

kindness shown to Jim and to all Your servants who, having fin-

ished their course in faith, now rest from their labors.  Grant that 

we also may be faithful unto death and receive the crown of eter-

nal life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

CCCC Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

The Old Testament Reading                                                Job 19:21-27 
21“Have mercy on me, have mercy on me, O you my friends, for the 

hand of God has touched me!  22Why do you, like God, pursue me?  Why 

are you not satisfied with my flesh?”   
23“Oh that my words were written!  Oh that they were inscribed in a 

book!  24Oh that with an iron pen and lead they were engraved in the rock 

forever!  25For I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last he will 

stand upon the earth.  26And after my skin has been thus destroyed, yet in 

my flesh I shall see God, 27whom I shall see for myself, and my eyes shall 

behold, and not another.  My heart faints within me!” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

CCCC Thanks be to God. 
 

The Psalm                                             Psalm 23 
A We pray the 23rd Psalm together: 

C The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.  He maketh me to 

lie down in green pastures; He leadeth me beside the still wa-

ters.  He restoreth my soul; He leadeth me in the paths of 

righteousness for His name’s sake.  Yea, though I walk 

through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil;  

for Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me.  

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine ene-

mies; Thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.  

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the day of my 

life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.  Amen. 

The Recessional Hymn:  LSB 801 “How Great Thou Art” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text (sts. 1, ref, 2–4) and Music: © 1953, renewed 1981 Manna Music Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, number 100010335. 

 

The Postlude 
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The Benedicamus and Benediction 
P Let us bless the Lord. 

CCCC Thanks be to God. 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

 The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

CCCC Amen. 
 

P Let us go forth in peace, 

CCCC in the name of the Lord.  Amen. 
 

The Reading of the Obituary/Announcements 
 

The Obituary of James A. Elenbaas 
 

James A. “Jim” Elenbaas passed away Friday, January 30, 2009 at home, in 

Ithaca, MI. 

  

He was born to Anthony and Grieta Elenbaas on March 2, 1935 in Cadillac, 

MI.  He graduated from Alma High School in 1953.  He served in the Army in 

El Paso, TX. 

  

He was a member of Peace Lutheran church, in Alma, MI. Jim retired from 

JCPenney after working with them for 32 years in Ft. Wayne, IN, Peru, IN, 

Memphis, MO, Washington, IN and Jasper, IN, and he also worked for Swifty 

Oil Company in Huntingburg, IN.  

  

He shared his Life's journey with Yvonne (Divelbiss) and was proud to be 

able to say it had been 55 years of being together.  Also surviving are sons, 

Michael Elenbaas, Atlanta, GA, Thomas Elenbaas, Princeton, IN and daugh-

ter, Corrine Elenbaas, Evansville, IN.  He will be fondly remembered by his 

grandchildren, Brandi, Ryan, Emily, Aaron and several great-grandchildren, 

nieces and nephews.  He will be deeply missed by his sister and brother-in-

law Fran and Mike Groves, brother-in-law Robert and wife Arvella Divel-

biss, as well as William Bates and Rae Bruner, parents of his grandchildren. 

  

A memorial service will be held at Peace Lutheran Church in Alma, MI on 

February 28, 1 p.m.  The Rev. Thomas C. Messer will be officiating.  Inter-

ment at Salt River Cemetery in Shepherd, MI.   

  

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to Peace Lutheran Church, 325 E. 

Warwick Drive, Alma, MI 48801. Envelopes available at the church.  

  

“Gone, but never forgotten; for he lives on in our hearts.” 

 

Arrangements have been entrusted to the Berry Funeral Home in Shepherd. 

The Epistle                                                                        Romans 8:31-39 
31What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be 

against us? 32He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, 

how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33Who shall 

bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to 

condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was 

raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 
35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or dis-

tress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36As it 

is written, 

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as 

sheep to be slaughtered.” 
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who 

loved us. 38For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, 

nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love 

of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

CCCC Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

The Alleluia and Verse (sung by choir): 
Alleluia, alleluia.  Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead; to Him be glory 

and power forever.  Alleluia. 
 

The Holy Gospel                                                                  John 10:11-18 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 10th chapter. 

CCCC Glory to You, O Lord. 

11[Jesus said:] “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down 

his life for the sheep. 12He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who 

does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and 

flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13He flees because he 

is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 
14I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 

15just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my 

life for the sheep. 16And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must 

bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one 

flock, one shepherd.  17For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay 

down my life that I may take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I 

lay it down of my own accord.  I have authority to lay it down, and I have 

authority to take it up again.  This charge I have received from my Fa-

ther.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

CCCC Praise to You, O Christ. 



The Apostles’ Creed 
 

P God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ.  

Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

CCCC    I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

      maker of heaven and earth. 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

      born of the Virgin Mary, 

      suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

      was crucified, died and was buried. 

      He descended into hell. 

      The third day He rose again from the dead. 

      He ascended into heaven 

      and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

      From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

      the holy Christian Church, 

           the communion of saints, 

      the forgiveness of sins, 

      the resurrection of the body, 

      and the life TTTT    everlasting.  Amen. 
 

Sit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

CCCC Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed by Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses  

          as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The Nunc Dimittis 
P “I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord.  “He who be-

lieves in Me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and 

believes in Me will never die.”  

CCCC Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace; 

      Your Word has been fulfilled. 

 My own eyes have seen the salvation 

      which You have prepared in the sight of every people: 

 a light to reveal You to the nations 

      and the glory of Your people Israel. 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

P “I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord.  “He who be-

lieves in Me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and 

believes in Me will never die.” 

 

The Concluding Collect 
P The Lord be with you. 

CCCC And with your spirit. 

P Let us pray: 

 Lord God, our shepherd, You gather the lambs of Your flock into 

the arms of Your mercy and bring them home.  Comfort us with 

the certain hope of the resurrection to everlasting life and a joyful 

reunion with those we love who have died in the faith; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

CCCC Amen. 
 

 



Hymn:  LSB 700 “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text (sts. 1–4) and Music: Public domain 
 

Stand 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Hymn of the Day:  LSB 809 “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text (sts. 1, ref, 2–3) and Music: © 1923, renewed 1951 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, number 100010335. 

 

The Sermon: “The Good Shepherd Knows His Sheep” (John 10:11-18) 

 

 

 

 



The Hymn of Response:  LSB 744 “Amazing Grace” 
 

 

 

 
 

Tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 

 

The Prayer of the Church 
 

P Let us pray to the Lord, our God and Father, who raised Jesus 

from the dead:  Almighty God, You have knit Your chosen people 

together into one communion in the mystical body of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Give to Your whole Church in heaven and 

on earth Your light and Your peace.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

CCCC hear our prayer. 
 

P Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and res-

urrection may die to sin and rise to newness of life and so pass 

with Him through the gate of death and the grave to our joyful 

resurrection.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

CCCC hear our prayer. 
 

P Grant that all who have been nourished by the holy body and 

blood of Your Son may be raised to immortality and incorruption 

to be seated with Him at Your heavenly banquet.  Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

CCCC hear our prayer. 

 

P Give to the family of Jim and to all who mourn comfort in their 

grief and a sure confidence in Your loving care that, casting all 

their sorrow on You, they may know the consolation of Your love.  

Lord, in Your mercy, 

CCCC hear our prayer. 
 

P Give courage and faith to the bereaved, that within the communion 

of Your Church they may have strength to meet the days ahead in 

the assurance of a holy and certain hope and in the joyful expecta-

tion of eternal life with those they love who have departed in the 

faith.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

CCCC hear our prayer. 
 

P Help us, we pray, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to 

believe and find comfort in the communion of saints, the forgive-

ness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

Lord, in Your mercy, 

CCCC hear our prayer. 
 

P Receive our thanks for Jim and for all the blessings You bestowed 

on him in this earthly life.  Bring us at last to our heavenly home 

that with him we may see You face to face in the joys of paradise.  

Lord, in Your mercy, 

CCCC hear our prayer. 
 

P O God of all grace, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to 

bring life and immortality to light.  We give You thanks that by 

His death He destroyed the power of death and by His resurrection 

He opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.  Strengthen us 

in the confidence that because He lives we shall live also, and that 

neither death nor life nor things present nor things to come will be 

able to separate us from your love, which is in Christ Jesus, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, now and 

forever. 

CCCC Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


