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Welcome 

Welcome to the Lord’s House this morning for Divine Service.  Rejoice, for 

the Lord comes to you here in this place to give you His gifts of forgiveness, 

life, and salvation through His precious means of grace – His Holy Word and 

Sacraments.  We pray the Lord’s richest blessings upon you as you receive 

these Divine gifts.  Please take the time to fill out the Record of Fellowship 

form that is in the pew.  If you are visiting with us this morning, we want you 

to know that we are overjoyed that you are here.  Please make your visit 

known to us by introducing yourself to us after the Service and by signing the 

guest book that is in the hallway on the left as you leave the sanctuary.  The 

Lord be with us in Divine Service this morning! 

 

Holy Communion Practice 

• The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession 

and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not 

only bread and wine, but His very Body and Blood to eat and to drink for 

the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with 

one another.  In preparation for receiving this blessed Sacrament, you 

may refer to Martin Luther’s “Christian Questions with Their Answers” 

found on pages 329-330 in LSB.   

• Communicants at this altar are to be in full confessional fellowship with 

the  Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.  Any who are not yet instructed, 

in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congrega-

tion and the LCMS are  asked, out of love and Christian responsibility, to 

refrain from partaking with us this morning.  If you have any questions 

regarding Holy Communion, you are invited and encouraged to speak 

with the pastor before or after the Service.  

• See Matt. 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:14-20; 1 Cor. 11:17-34.     

 

Our Mission Statement 

The mission of Peace Lutheran Church is to welcome all people into the fel-

lowship of God’s love by proclaiming the forgiveness of sins through Jesus 

Christ and to nurture our members with God’s Holy Word and Sacraments. 
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“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 

according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salva-

tion that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a 

light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your 

people Israel.” (Luke 2:29-32) 
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LSB Divine Service 3, Page 184 
 

The Service of Preparation 
(Upon entering the nave, silence should be observed to allow all the opportunity to 

prayerfully prepare for the presence of the Lord and the reception of His gifts) 
 

Preparatory Prayers  

Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells.  In 

the multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to 

worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord.  

Amen. 

 

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and 

in truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word 

so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my Savior, and grow in 

grace and holiness.  Hear me for the sake of His name.  Amen. 

 

The Prelude and Ringing of the Bells 
 

The Opening Hymn:  519 “In His Temple Now Behold Him” 

 

The Confession and Absolution (pp. 184-185) 

From Martin Luther’s Sermon for the 

Sunday after Christmas 

Luke 2:33-40 
 

The fact that they were marveling at the words of Simeon is also 

mentioned to teach us that the Word of God is never preached in vain, as 

we read in Isaiah 55:11 – “So shall My Word be that goeth forth out of 

My mouth” (i.e. out of the mouth of God’s messengers) – “it shall not 

return unto Me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it 

shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.” Thus the Evangelist would 

say that Simeon delivered a warm-hearted, beautiful sermon, preaching 

the pure Gospel and the Word of God. For the Gospel is nothing but a 

sermon whose theme is Christ, declaring Him to be the Saviour, light and 

glory of all the world. Such preaching fills the heart with joy and wonder 

at this great grace and comfort, if it is received in faith. 
 

But although this sermon was very beautiful and comforting, there 

were only a few who believed; nay people despised it as being foolish, 

going hither and thither in the temple. Some prayed, others did some-

thing else, but they did not give heed to the words of Simeon. Yet, as the 

Word of God must produce results, there were indeed some who received 

it with joy and wonder, namely Joseph and Mary. The Evangelist here 

also rebukes the unbelief of the Jews, for as this occurred publicly in the 

temple, there were many present, and yet they would not believe, the fact 

that the Saviour was only a child causing them all to stumble. Thus we 

learn here that we should hear the Word of God gladly, for it will invaria-

bly produce good fruits. 
 

 



The Agnus Dei (p. 198) 
 

Communicants are invited to pray the following: 

Before receiving the Sacrament: 

Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your 

holy body and blood.  Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament 

in faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live 

and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament: 

Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving 

body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ.  Send Your Holy Spirit that, hav-

ing with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally 

enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ, my Lord.  Amen. 

 

Distribution Hymns 

624 “The Infant Priest Was Holy Born” 

358 “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come” 

374 “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child” 
 

The Nunc Dimittis (pp. 199-200) 
 

The Thanksgiving and Post-Communion Collect (pp. 200-201) 
 

The Salutation and Benedicamus (pp. 201-202) 
 

The Benediction (p. 202) 
 

The Closing Hymn:  390 “Let Us All with Gladsome Voice” 
 

The Postlude 
fÉÄ| WxÉ ZÄÉÜ|t4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Service of the Word 
 

The Introit                                                  Ps. 93:1, 3-4; antiphon:  Ps. 93:5, 2 
 
 

 
 

Your decrees are very | trustworthy;* 

     holiness befits your house, O Lord, for- | evermore. 

Your throne is established | from of old;* 

     you are from ever- | lasting. 

The Lord reigns; he is robed in | majesty;* 

     the Lord is robed; he has put on strength | as his belt. 

Yes, the world is es- | tablished;* 

     it shall nev- | er be moved. 

The floods have lifted up, O Lord, the floods have lifted | up their voice;* 

     the floods lift up their | roaring. 

Mightier than the thunders of many waters, mightier than  

the waves | of the sea,* 

     the Lord on high is | mighty! 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

     and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

     is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Your decrees are very | trustworthy;* 

     holiness befits your house, O Lord, for- | evermore. 

Your throne is established | from of old;* 

     you are from ever- | lasting. 
 

The Kyrie (p. 186) 
 

The Gloria in Excelsis (pp. 187-189) 
 

The Salutation and Collect of the Day (p. 189) 
O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the 

incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature.  

Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

The Old Testament Reading                     Isaiah 11:1-5 
1There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch 

from his roots shall bear fruit.  2And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon 

him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and 

might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.  3And his delight 



shall be in the fear of the Lord.  He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 4but with righteousness he shall 

judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; and he 

shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his 

lips he shall kill the wicked.  5Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 

and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 
 

The Gradual                                                                      Ps. 42:2a, 1b 
You are the most handsome of the | sons of men;* 

     grace is poured up- | on your lips. 

I address my verses | to the king;* 

     my tongue is like the pen of a | ready scribe. 
 

The Epistle                Galatians 4:1-7 
1I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a 

slave, though he is the owner of everything, 2but he is under guardians and 

managers until the date set by his father. 3In the same way we also, when 

we were children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of the world. 
4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of 

woman, born under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so 

that we might receive adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God 

has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So 

you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through 

God. 
 

The Triple Alleluia (p. 190 - Top) 
 

The Holy Gospel                   Luke 2:22-40 

  22When the time came for their purification according to the Law of 

Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as 

it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the 

womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24and to offer a sacrifice accord-

ing to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two 

young pigeons.” 25Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was 

Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consola-

tion of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26And it had been re-

vealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had 

seen the Lord’s Christ. 27And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and 

when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the 

custom of the Law, 28he took him up in his arms and blessed God and 

said, 
29“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to 

your word; 30for my eyes have seen your salvation 31that you have pre-

pared in the presence of all peoples, 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

and for glory to your people Israel.” 
33And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 

34And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this 

child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign 

that is opposed 35(and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so 

that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 
36And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the 

tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband 

seven years from when she was a virgin, 37and then as a widow until she 

was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fast-

ing and prayer night and day. 38And coming up at that very hour she be-

gan to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for 

the redemption of Jerusalem. 
39And when they had performed everything according to the Law of 

the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40And 

the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of 

God was upon him. 
 

The Nicene Creed (p. 191) 
 

The Hymn of the Day:  389 “Let All Together Praise Our God” 
 

The Sermon:  “Simeon’s Song of Blessing” (Luke 2:22-40) 
 

The Offertory (pp. 192-193) 
 

The Offering is gathered for the Lord’s work (p. 193) 
 

The Prayer of the Church (p. 193) 

P  Lord, in Your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 

 

The Service of the Sacrament 
(Please read the statement regarding Holy Communion on the back of the bulletin) 

 

The Preface and Proper Preface (p. 194) 
 

The Sanctus (p. 195) 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (p. 196) - prayed by all; conclusion sung by all 
 

The Words of Our Lord (p. 197) - chanted by pastor to alternative tune 
 

The Pax Domini (p. 197) 
 


