
Welcome 
Welcome to the Lord’s House this Ash Wednesday evening for Divine Service.  To-

night, we begin the penitential season of Lent in the traditional fashion.  The season 

of Lent is: 

• a time in which God’s baptized people cleanse their hearts through the disci-

plines of repentance, prayer, fasting, and almsgiving; 

• a time in which God’s people prepare with joy for the paschal feast of Easter; 

• a time in which God renews His people’s zeal in faith and life; 

• a time in which we pray that we may be given the fullness of grace that belongs 

to the children of God. 

Ash Wednesday begins the season with a call to participation in the Lenten journey.  

It is a day when the congregation laments the sins of God’s people and commits itself 

as a unified group to assist each member in preparing for a godly celebration of the 

death and resurrection of Christ in both liturgy and life.  In order to set the tone for 

the Lententide that begins today, there are some characteristics to the Service which 

are different than usual, such as: 

• the congregation entering and departing the nave in silence; the absence of music 

before and after the Service; the omission of the Hymn of Praise; the black para-

ments and vestments, symbolizing our sinfulness and need to repent thereof; the 

absence of altar flowers; the inclusion of the Ash Wednesday Rite, consisting of 

the Ash Wednesday Address, the Litany, and the Imposition of Ashes. 

However, in the midst of the solemnity and reverence of the Service, there is also 

reason to rejoice, for the Lord comes to us here in this place to give us His gifts of 

forgiveness, life, and salvation through His Holy Word and Sacraments.  We pray the 

Lord’s richest blessings upon you as you receive these Divine gifts.  The Lord be 

with us in Divine Service this evening and throughout this Lententide, that we may 

be led to truly repent of our sins and trust solely in the Lamb of God, who takes away 

the sin of the world!  
 

Holy Communion Practice 
• The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad 

confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and 

wine, but His very Body and Blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins 

and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another.  In preparation for 

receiving this blessed Sacrament, you may refer to Martin Luther’s “Christian 

Questions with Their Answers” found on pages 329-330 in LSB.   

• Communicants at this altar are to be in full confessional fellowship with the  

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.  Any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or 

who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and the LCMS are  

asked, out of love and Christian responsibility, to refrain from partaking with us 

this morning.  If you have any questions regarding Holy Communion, you are 

invited and encouraged to speak with the pastor before or after the Service.  

• See Matt. 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:14-20; 1 Cor. 11:17-34.     
 

Our Mission Statement 
The mission of Peace Lutheran Church is to welcome all people into the fellowship 

of God’s love by proclaiming the forgiveness of sins through Jesus Christ and to nur-

ture our members with God’s Holy Word and Sacraments. 
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LSB Divine Service 1, Page 151 
 

The Service of Preparation & Ash Wednesday Rite 
 

The Congregation Assembles in Silence  
The Prelude, Ringing of the Bells, and Opening Hymn are omitted this evening.  The 

congregation assembles in silence for prayerful self-examination as we prepare to 

enter the holy season of Lent.  All stand at the direction of the pastor for the Ash 

Wednesday Address.   
 

The Ash Wednesday Address: 
P: Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, on this day the Church 

begins a holy season of prayerful and penitential reflection.  Our attention is 

especially directed to the holy sufferings and death of our Lord Jesus Christ.   
 

 From ancient times the season of Lent has been kept as a time of special de-

votion, self-denial, and humble repentance born of a faithful heart that dwells 

confidently on His Word and draws from it life and hope. 
 

 Let us pray that our dear Father in heaven, for the sake of His beloved Son 

and in the power of His Holy Spirit, might richly bless this Lententide for us 

so that we may come to Easter with glad hearts and keep the feast in sincer-

ity and truth. 
 

The Litany (pp. 288-289) 
 

The Imposition of Ashes 
At the direction of the ushers, the congregants come before the altar and kneel.  The 

pastor marks the cross on each person’s forehead with the ashes.  As this is done, the 

pastor says to each individual, “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall 

return.”  After receiving the ashes, each person may make the sign of the TTTT cross 

and return to his/her place in silence.  After all have received the ashes, the congre-

gation stands for the Confession and Absolution.     
 

Corporate Confession and Absolution (pp. 290-291) 
At the appropriate time, all come to the altar to receive individual absolution. 

From the Explanation of Martin Luther’s Small Catechism 
 

272.  Who are to be forgiven (absolved)? 

Those who repent and ask for forgiveness are to be forgiven. 

“Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that 

times of refreshing may come from the Lord” (Acts 3:19). 
 

273.  Who receives the forgiveness given in absolution? 

Only repentant believers receive the forgiveness. 

“I acknowledged my sin to You and did not cover up my iniquity.  I said, 

‘I will confess my transgressions to the Lord’ - and You forgave the guilt 

of my sin” (Ps. 32:5). 
 

274.  Who are repentant believers? 

Repentant believers are those who are sorry for their sins (contrition) and 

believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as their Savior (faith). 

“The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, 

O God, You will not despise” (Ps. 51:17). 

“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved” (Acts 16:31). 

Note:  Secretly unrepentant sinners (hypocrites) reject the forgiveness which 

the absolution truly offers them. 
 

275.  Who are not to be forgiven? 

Unrepentant sinners, that is, those who are not sorry for their sins and do not 

believe in Jesus Christ, are not to be forgiven as long as they do not repent. 

“If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to 

listen even to the church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax collec-

tor” (Matt. 18:17). 
 

276.  What is the necessary result of repentance? 

“Then good works, which are the fruits of repentance, are bound to fol-

low” (Augsburg Confession XII 6). 

“Produce fruit in keeping with repentance” (Matt. 3:8). 

“Go now and leave your life of sin” (John 8:11). 

Bible narrative:  Zacchaeus the tax collector (Luke 19:1-10) 
 

277.  How does the church publicly exercise the Office of the Keys? 

The Christian congregation by the command of Christ calls pastors to carry 

out the Office of the Keys publicly in His name and on behalf of the congre-

gation.  The pastoral office is a divine institution. 

“It was He (Christ) who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, 

some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers” (Eph. 

4:11). 

“Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit 

has made you overseers” (Acts 20:28). 

“Let a man so consider us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mys-

teries of God” (1 Cor. 4:1) 



The Prayer of Thanksgiving (p. 161) 
 

The Words of Our Lord (p. 162) 
 

The Proclamation of Christ (p. 162) 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (pp. 162-163) 
 

The Pax Domini (p. 163) 
 

The Agnus Dei (P. 163) 
 

Communicants are invited to pray the following: 

Before receiving the Sacrament: 

Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy 

body and blood.  Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith 

for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament: 

Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving 

body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ.  Send Your Holy Spirit that, having 

with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy 

Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through 

Jesus Christ, my Lord.  Amen. 
 

Distribution Hymns:    
419 “Savior, When in Dust to Thee” 

570 “Just as I Am, without One Plea” 
 

The Post-Communion Canticle:  Nunc Dimittis (p. 165) 
 

The Post-Communion Collect (p. 166) 
 

The Benediction (p. 166) 
 

The Closing Hymn:  423 “Jesus, Refuge of the Weary” 
 

The Congregation Departs in Silence 
(There is no postlude this evening; you may depart anytime after the conclusion of the 

closing hymn.  Please refrain from conversation until after you have departed the nave 

to allow any who wish to remain and pray the opportunity to do so in silence)  
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The Service of the Word 
 

The Introit                                          Ps. 57:1-3a, c; antiphon:  Liturgical Text 
 

  
 

 

 

You have mercy on | all, O Lord,* 

     and abhor nothing | you have made. 

You look past the sins of men that they | may repent.* 

     You spare them all because you are our | Lord, our God. 

Be merciful to me, O God, be merci- | ful to me,* 

     for in you my soul takes | refuge; 

in the shadow of your wings I will take | refuge,* 

     till the storms of destruction | pass by. 

I cry out to | God Most High,* 

     to God who fulfills his pur- | pose for me. 

He will send from heaven and | save me.* 

     God will send out his steadfast love and his | faithfulness! 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

     and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

     is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

You have mercy on | all, O Lord,* 

     and abhor nothing | you have made. 

You look past the sins of men that they | may repent.* 

You spare them all because you are our | Lord, our God. 
 

The Kyrie (pp. 152-153) 
 

The Salutation and Collect of the Day (p. 156) 
Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and 

forgive the sins of all who are penitent.  Create in us new and contrite 

hearts that lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness we 

may receive from You full pardon and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 
 

The Old Testament Reading            Isaiah 52:13-53:12 
13Behold, my servant shall act wisely; he shall be high and lifted up, and 

shall be exalted.  14As many were astonished at you—his appearance was so 

marred, beyond human semblance, and his form beyond that of the children of 

mankind—15so shall he sprinkle many nations; kings shall shut their mouths 



because of him; for that which has not been told them they see, and that 

which they have not heard they understand. 
53:1Who has believed what they heard from us?  And to whom has the 

arm of the Lord been revealed?  2For he grew up before him like a young 

plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he had no form or majesty that we 

should look at him, and no beauty that we should desire him.  3He was de-

spised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; and 

as one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed 

him not.  4Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we es-

teemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted.  5But he was wounded for 

our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chas-

tisement that brought us peace, and with his stripes we are healed.  6All we 

like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and 

the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
7He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; 

like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers 

is silent, so he opened not his mouth.  8By oppression and judgment he was 

taken away; and as for his generation, who considered that he was cut off out 

of the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of my people?  9And 

they made his grave with the wicked and with a rich man in his death, al-

though he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth. 
10Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him; he has put him to grief; 

when his soul makes an offering for sin, he shall see his offspring; he shall 

prolong his days; the will of the Lord shall prosper in his hand.  11Out of the 

anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall the 

righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he 

shall bear their iniquities.  12Therefore I will divide him a portion with the 

many, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, because he poured out his 

soul to death and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of 

many, and makes intercession for the transgressors. 

 

The Gradual                                                                   Ps. 57:1a, 3a 

Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful to me,* 

     for in you my soul takes refuge. 

He will send from heaven and save me;* 

     he will put to shame him who tramples on me. 
 

The Epistle               2 Corinthians 5:20b–6:2  
20We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.  21For our 

sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become 

the righteousness of God.  6:1Working together with him, then, we appeal to 

you not to receive the grace of God in vain.  2For he says, “In a favorable 

time I listened to you, and in a day of salvation I have helped you.”   
 

The Lenten Verse (p. 157) 
 

The Holy Gospel                            Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
1[Jesus said:] “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other peo-

ple in order to be seen by them, for then you will have no reward from your 

Father who is in heaven.  2Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trum-

pet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that 

they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their 

reward. 3But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what 

your right hand is doing, 4so that your giving may be in secret. And your Fa-

ther who sees in secret will reward you.  5And when you pray, you must not 

be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and 

at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they 

have received their reward. 6But when you pray, go into your room and shut 

the door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees 

in secret will reward you . . . 16And when you fast, do not look gloomy like 

the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces that their fasting may be seen by 

others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 17But when you 

fast, anoint your head and wash your face, 18that your fasting may not be seen 

by others but by your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in 

secret will reward you. 
19“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 

destroy and where thieves break in and steal, 20but lay up for yourselves 

treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves 

do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will 

be also.” 
 

The Apostles’ Creed (p. 159) 
 

The Hymn of the Day:  438 “A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth” 
 

The Sermon:  “Who Has Believed?” (Isaiah 53:1) 
 

The Prayer of the Church (p. 159) 
 

The Offering is gathered for the Lord’s work (p. 159) 
(If you have not done so already, please sign and share the Fellowship folders in the pews to 

assist us in keeping accurate attendance records.  Thank you.) 
 

The Offertory (pp. 159-160) 
 

The Service of the Sacrament 
(Please read the statement regarding Holy Communion on the back of the bulletin) 

 

The Preface and Proper Preface (pp. 160-161) 
 

The Sanctus (p. 161) 
 


